
  

“Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming!”   
 

~ Matthew 24:42 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Creator of the Stars of Night

    Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence    
 

As a cantor concludes Stanza 1, the congregation rises in God’s Spirit to sing: 
 

  Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way,  
  as the Light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,  
  that the powers of hell may vanish, as the shadows clear away. 
 

               
You know what time it is! 

Time to wake from sleep. 
The night is gone, the day is near. 

Let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 
Put on the Lord Jesus Christ, hope of all the earth, and desire of every longing heart. 

 

         Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus                     Latin hymn, 9th cent
      

As we watch and wait for Christ’s coming, we light Advent candles  
of hope, peace, joy, and love, remembering the promises of God with prayer. 

God, come be with us in the shadows of our lives and in a world  
not flourishing abundantly as you created and want it to be.  
Redeem us as we feel the burden of harm we cause, or our complicity.   

(silence)  
Hear God’s promise from the prophet Isaiah: 
In days to come the heights of God’s presence  
shall be raised above the highest hills and mountains.  
Come, let us go to God’s house that we may learn and walk in holy ways. 
For God shall arbitrate among all nations. 
They shall beat their swords into plows, 
and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 
neither shall they learn war any more. 



  

  
(all singing together—#84) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
Holy One who gives us hope, thank you for drawing us into this time of waiting. 

Open our eyes, so we can see your light. 
Open our ears, so we can hear your words of hope. 
Open our minds, so we can understand your ways of grace. 
Open our hearts, so we can receive and live your love. Amen. 

 

   Friends, as we light these candles, let us walk in the light of the Lord. 
   For Christ shall be known to the ends of the earth, and Christ shall be the One of peace.  
   The peace of Christ be with you! 
  And also with you! 
 

   (Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others.) 
 

(# 95)  
  After the organist plays the tune once, please sing it twice. 

   

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 
    



 
       

God, source of all light, by your Word, you give light to the soul. Pour out on us the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, to inspire and guide our open hearts and minds. 
Amen. 

   

Isaiah 2:1-5                                Old Testament, p. 631 
The Word of God for the people of God. 

  Thanks be to God.
   

Song of Thanksgiving        J. Ferguson/Psalm 90:1, Rinkhart 
 

   Lord! You have been our refuge from one generation to another. 
   Your love never ceases, your mercies never end. 
   For you are good, O Lord, your steadfast love endures forever and ever. 
   Now thank we all our God with hearts and hands and voices; 
   Who wondrous things has done, in whom his world rejoices. 
   Who, from our mothers’ arms, has blessed us on our way 

   With countless gifts of love, and still is ours today. 
   Lord! You have been our refuge…Amen. 
 

   

           Matthew 24:36-44                       New Testament, p. 26 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
     

Where We Go from Here 
   

          Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                               John Bowring 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service,  
and love in all its forms. 

 (Friendship pads are located near the aisles; please sign and pass them along the pew.) 

 

                       Sleepers, Awake!                     J.S. Bach/P. Nickolai 
                             

   Awake, awake, for night is flying, the watchmen on the heights are crying, 
   “Awake, Jerusalem, at last!” 
   Midnight hears the welcome voices and at the thrilling cry rejoices, 
   “Come forth, ye virgins, night is past! 
   The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! 
   Hallelujah! And for his marriage feast prepare, for you must go to meet him there.” 



  

 
   Zion hears the watchmen singing, and all her heart with joy is springing; 
   She wakes, she rises from her gloom; 
   For her Lord comes down all glorious, the strong in grace, in truth victorious, 
   Her Star is risen, her light is come. 
   Now come, Thou blessed one, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son! 
   Hail, Hosanna! The joyful call we answer all, and follow to the nuptial hall. 

         In the Bleak Midwinter                                                 # 144 
What can I give him, poor as I am?  
If I were a shepherd, I would bring a lamb; 
if I were a wise man, I would do my part; 
yet what I can I give him: give my heart. 

(continuing to pray in unison)
Gracious God, accept these gifts, and with them our lives,  
to be used in your service, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

    The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray. ...    
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

   

People, Look East                     Eleanor Farjeon 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     

Ding Dong! Merrily on High                       Christopher Tambling               
 

 
                                                                       



 

We gather again in the Sanctuary on November 29. This shorter service includes meditative  
music and brief reflection on scripture for this week, framed by prayer.  

Please share this time with us. 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  

for one another. This week, we pray for and the parish group listed below,  
that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for  
another Deacon and parish group. 

  
 Priscilla Blair 
 Sherrill Busboom 
      Clara Candido 
 Abigail Candido 
 Elizabeth Candido 
 Robert Candido 
 Jan Carpenter 
 Jamie Cloetingh 
 Heather Cloetingh 
 Connor Cloetingh 
 Helen Creager 
 Sarah DeRusha 
 Barb DeVries 
 Nikos Diamond 
 Jeremy Diamond 
 Allison Diamond 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 

Randy Eberts 
Diane Eberts 
John Fiore 
Jennifer Fiore 
Miranda Fiore 
Jackson Fiore 
Bassam Harik 
Veronica Harik 
Sandra Hintz 
Richard Hintz 
Brian Hirt 
Amy Hirt 
Maeven Hirt 
Connie Houts 
Diane Hunt 
Dave Hunt 

David Johnson 
Sue Johnson 
Heather Kortlandt 
Craig Kortlandt 
Rowan Kortlandt 
Cain Kortlandt 
Laureen Meeker 
Andrew Roberts 
Lester Roberts-Riggle 
Mike Ruesink 
Rick Russell 
Lynn Russell 
Faith Simpson 
Marti Straatmeyer 
Michael Warlick 
Peggy Warlick 

 
 

Worship Leaders 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
The Rev. Dr. Elizabeth Hakken 

Candido 
The Rev. Amber Nettleton 

Meredith Alspach 
 

Sound  
Sound Team members 

 

Acolyte 
Joanne Dunlop 

 

Reader 
Richard Aldrich 

 

Greeters 
         Alan and Lana Griffin  

 

 
Music 

Carl Witt, Director 
Autumn, Organist 

Adult Choir 
 

Advent Candle 
Laura Boersma 
Mike Boersma 

 

 



   

Rosemary Coryell 
Michelle Warren 
Andy Hamilton 
Avery Long 
 

Janet Gladstone 
Nathan Murray 
 

Jeff Ross 
Martin Meloche 
 

Sairi Elliot 
 

Carol Schreiner 
Elizabeth Novak 
Donita DeBruin 
 

Mark Longman  
Alan Andrews 
Albert Newman 
 

Noel Ocen-Gorgone 
Mary Ann Ross 
Thomas Gilmer 
Clery Ortiz 
 

Danielle Harik 

Tiffiny Hubbard  
 
 
 

Steve Pifer 
Mira Graziano 
 
 
 

Ruth Michelhaugh 
Kenneth Sparks 
John Robbins II 
 
 

Toni Tyler 
Shawn Smith 
Jack Molitor 
Jackie Stults 
 

Alan Chase 
 

Allison Hammond 
Owen Fritz 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Barbara Rider 
Laura Fouty 
Sawyer Miedema 
 

John Cooper
 

Nancy Thiele 
 

Erin Gladstone  
Marti Straatmeyer 
 
 

Martin Obed 
 
 

Jackson Fiore 
 

Julie Heath 
Andrew Stults 
Stuart Deming 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

Mike Hammond 
Fred Sammons 
Jill Wilson

Danielle Harik 
 

 

Kevin Shaffer  
 
 
 

Janet Lawing 
Shelley Rylander 
Krista Matthews 
 
 

Lynn Russell 
Michael Boersma 
Ted Crook 
John Marsom 
 

Rick Russell 
Denise Freed 
 

Timothy Lenderink 
Don Meldrum 
 
 

 
 
 

Our normal service held on the Second Sunday will not be offered this month for the evening 
of Christmas Chocolate and Vespers. Please, plan to attend that meaningful service instead! 

 
 



 

 

SAVE THE DATE DECEMBER 4! 
 

Sunday, December 4th in the Gathering Place, before and after  
Worship. All your favorite vendors will be there: 

Deacon Holiday Baskets & Palestinian Olive Oil  
      Hope Garden Honey 

Martha Circle’s Yummy Baked Goods 

      Card Crafters Ministry, Stitchers, Youth Group   
 beautiful works of jewelry, woodworking, and fiber arts from our talented congregants. 

Money raised is put towards various missions of our church, so come and support the small groups 
and activities of the church. 

 

We are delighted to announce that we will be able to share our fun Christmas Chocolate  
once again! This time of treats and fellowship before the annual Christmas Vespers  

Service had to be postponed for a couple of years due to COVID concerns, and we look forward  
to bringing back this grand tradition.    

Please join us on , at 5:00 in the Gathering Place, for cookies  

and hot chocolate and a joyful time of being together before the 6:00 Vespers Service.  

We welcome donations of cookies or other treats (2-3 dozen), which can be dropped off at the 
church that Sunday or during the week (except Friday and Saturday).  



  

, 

 

Are you looking for a way to share Christmas  
joy with those who need it most? Did you know 
that socks are the most requested item by our  
un-housed neighbors? You are invited to  
bring new socks to Martha Circle’s “Sock Tree” 

in the beginning on the 
first Sunday in Advent, November 28. Men’s,  
women’s and children’s socks are all needed and 
will be gratefully accepted. Help us fill up 
the tree so that we can help our neighbors! 
 

 

 are in the narthex or church office. Deadline for  

receiving orders is Wednesday, December 8.
 



 

 

 

     Be an Usher! 
     Be a bright and welcoming face to those who come to our doors. Be an usher!  
     Our Usher Corps is in desperate need of volunteers! Contact Kelly at kellys@fpckzoo.org  
     or call 269.344.0119 x 205. 

This year's Advent Devotional will be available in print and digital versions. It's a weekly  
devotional that invites us to explore how the Advent story is about God taking on a physical 
body like ours. As we wait with anticipation and prepare for baby Jesus to be born this  
Advent season, we seek to discover the awesomeness of incarnation and what it means for 
God to move, act, and live with us. Pick up your copy next Sunday in the Gathering Place,  
or email Pastor Chrissy if you'd like a digital copy!   
Chrissy Westbury: chrissyw@fpckzoo.org 

We need volunteers to watch the doors at our church for the annual Kalamazoo New Year's Fest. 
Responsibilities include: 

• Work in a 2-3 hour blocks (work the whole evening if you wish; sign up for multiple slots). 

• Watch the door. 

• Hold the door open to welcome guests into our building. 

• Direct patrons to either the Sanctuary or the Dining Room. 

• Direct patrons to the restrooms. Be sure to dress appropriately.  
You will be standing in doorways, exposed to the winter weather. 

https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn

 

 

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org
https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn


  

 

We need volunteers to watch the doors at our church for the annual Kalamazoo New Year's Fest. 

 

 

Summary Report – 2022. An Outreach Ministry of First Presbyterian Church and Friends 
 

In 2022, the 14th year of Hope Garden’s ministry of growing produce for the underserved in 
the greater Kalamazoo Community, we produced over 5,050 pounds of vegetables from our 
quarter-acre garden. This year the harvest was directed to the community via Kalamazoo 
Loaves & Fishes. The Covid-19 pandemic and the subsequent closures of many local pantries 
resulted in the decision to use the exclusive and safe distribution resources of Loaves & Fishes. 
 

We received $2,500 from the Outreach Committee of First Presbyterian Church to support this 
work and the general upkeep of the 6 acres of property that includes the garden. This year we 
added a second hive of honeybees and produced over 4 gallons of raw honey. Bob Candido,  
a member of First Presbyterian Church and beekeeper, was primarily responsible for 
establishing this hive and maintaining it. Another welcome use of the property was the Outdoor 
Worship Services conducted over the summer months and fall, as well as use by the Scout 
Troops sponsored by FPC. We have continued a partnership with Chubby Goat Acres (a farm 
animal rescue organization) to take our less-than-marketable produce (estimated at 300 
pounds) and feed it to their adopted and rescued animals.  
 

As mentioned above, 5,050 pounds of produce were harvested. This produce included sweet  
and hot peppers, cucumbers, tomatoes, eggplants, okra, zucchini summer squash, butternut and  
buttercup winter squash, cabbage, garlic, asparagus, potatoes (3 varieties), and sweet corn.  
We also stained the shed. 
 

More than 12 volunteers worked over 700 hours, equivalent to 87, 8-hour days, at the garden 
and maintaining the property. Most volunteers were from First Presbyterian and Westminster 
Presbyterian churches, although work at the garden is open to all who volunteer. The added 
contributions of Erick and Kim Perry, our neighbors to the west, were essential and very  
helpful and appreciated. In addition, Deb Weurding managed the mowing of the property. 
Thank you. We plan to continue the gardening ministry in 2023 with plans to add sweet  
potatoes, pumpkins, a possible third hive, and more garlic to our list of veggies. 
 

                                                                                   Bob Poel and the Garden Crew 

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org
https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn


 

 

Experienced crafter or not, you are  
            welcome to join us for 
            fellowship and cardmaking.  
            Contact Julie Kechele at  
            juliekech@gmail.com to be added  
            to our contact list. Lots of supplies are   
            available for you to use, and plenty of  
            ideas to share among members of this 
            creative group. Our usual monthly  
            meetings in the craft room in the church  
            basement are on the second Monday  
            from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. We won’t have  
            cards again until the Bazaar on Dec. 4!  

 On the first Sunday of each month, following the Sanctuary service, two current Session  
 members will be stationed at the Listening Post in the Gathering Place. We are very interested  
 in what our congregation has to say! Any and all concerns are valuable, and will be kept strictly  
 confidential. We look forward to talking with you soon! Janet Todd and Ellen Dykhuis. 

 

The following motions were approved at the November 16  Session Meeting: 
 

Approved making a $10,000.00 gift in 2022 from the Excess Funds (from 2020) to  
the Kalamazoo Dream Center.  

 

Approved the 2023 Budget as presented. 
 

Approved Position Descriptions and Stated Supply Agreements for  
Rev. Amber Nettleton and Rev. Chrissy Westbury as presented.  

mailto:juliekech@gmail.com


  

 

The Rickman House is an apartment building 
in downtown Kalamazoo that provides  
housing and 24-hour staff support to low-
income adults with special needs. FPC has  
a long-standing relationship with Rickman 
House, including providing a community 
Bingo game on the third Saturday of every 
month, with prizes to bring some joy.  
Prize donations are always appreciated 
and can be placed in the labeled bin in the 
narthex or in the mail room near the  
offices. If you’d like to help with Bingo 
Night, contact Mike Boersma at 
mike.boersma@gmail.com. 
 

The Women of Christmas. We will meet for 
the 4 weeks of Advent beginning December 
1. A sacred season is about to unfold for three 
women whose hearts belong to God, Eliza-
beth, Mary and Anna. Following in their 
footsteps through the Scriptures, we, too, can 
prepare for the Savior to enter our hearts, our 
minds, and our lives in a vibrant, new way 
this Advent Season. Best-selling author Liz 
Curtis Higgs explores the biblical stories of 
Elizabeth, Mary, and Anna, unwrapping each 
verse with tender care and introducing you 
afresh to The Women of Christmas. 
We gather at 9:30 for coffee and Christmas 
sweets. Our study begins with prayer at 9:45. 
You can obtain the book (but not necessary 
for the class) or bring your Bible. Class meets 
in Rooms 314/315 — 
Pat Stromsta is facilitating. 

First United Methodist’s Helping Our  
Neighbors ministry (HON) is in need of 
volunteers to help those who need  
assistance with utilities or avoiding eviction! 
This ministry has been operating by phone, 
answering calls daily. If you have a  
compassionate heart and are comfortable  
talking on the phone and using email, you can 
be a HON volunteer! We are hoping to staff 
their ministry with enough volunteers for  
each day of the week, to be shared by two  
volunteers. Will you lend your ear?  
Contact Ann at rasweany@charter.net, or 
Ruth at rlamachia@umc-kzo.org. 

mailto:rasweany@charter.net
mailto:rlamachia@umc-kzo.org


 

 

 

Youth Group for 8th -12th graders will meet next on December 4 from 5:30-7:00 p.m. at the 
church. December 11 is the Christmas Party from 5 -7:00 p.m. For the Christmas party, all youth  
are encouraged to bring their favorite Christmas party food and a gift to exchange. Gifts should 
be $5 or something regifted from your home, wrapped, with no label. All are welcome! 
 
T.A.G. will meet again on Wednesday, November 30  
from 6:30 - 7:30 p.m. at the church.   
 

There will be Sunday School this week immediately  
following time with the children.  
We will be making Advent wreaths again for those  
who missed it last week.  
 
 
 

On December 21, we plan to have a free Christmas shop available to our CTV guests.  
The purpose of the shop is to provide an opportunity for our guests to pick up an item they might 
like to give to someone else for Christmas, or a gift for themselves. We would appreciate any 
donations that you can provide to help stock the shelves. Please remember that many of our 
guests are walking, riding a bike or taking the bus, so they cannot travel with large items. The 
specific items that would be helpful are small self-care products, stuffed animals, Chapstick, 
long underwear, size XL on up, small toys, tarps, small Christmas decorations, gloves, hats, and 
insulated metal travel mugs and water bottles. Martha Circle is collecting socks, so we won’t 
need those, or jewelry, or any large items that cannot fit into a 12x11 tote which each guest will 
receive. Please put any items that you can donate in a marked tub in the foyer downstairs by the 
parking lot. The last day to drop off items is Sunday, December 18.  



  

 

Thursday, December 1 
   
  9:00  a.m.   Library Work Time, Library  
  9:00  a.m.   Scouts Wreath Sale, Gathering Place 
  9:30  a.m.   Women’s Bible Study, Rms 314/315 
11:00  a.m.  Deacons Gift Basket, Archives 
12:00  p.m.  AA 
  4:00  p.m.  Food Addicts, Rms 314/315  
  5:30  p.m.  Handbell Rehearsal, Rm 116 
  6:00  p.m.  Stewardship, Archives  
  7:00  p.m.  Adult Choir, Choir Rm 
 
Friday, December 2 
   
  6:00  p.m.   WMU Choral Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 
 
Saturday, December 3 
   
  1:45  p.m.   WMU Choral Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
 
 
Sunday, December 4 
    
  9:00  a.m.   Church Bazaar, Gathering Place  
  9:00  a.m.   Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary  
  9:30  a.m.   Child Care, Rms 208/211 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Rm 301 
  5:30  p.m.   Youth Groups Grades 8-12,  
                                    Dining Rm, Youth Rm 
   
 
 

 Sunday, November 27 
    
  9:00   a.m.   Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  9:00   a.m.   Sunday School  
10:00   a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary 
  5:30   p.m.   NO YOUTH GROUP 

   
Monday, November 28 
 

  12:00  p.m.  AA 
    7:00  p.m.  Thoughtful Readers, Rm 300 
    7:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Rm 
 

 
Tuesday, November 29 
 

  7:00  a.m.    Men’s Fellowship, Archives 
11:00  p.m.   Staff Meeting, Archives 
12:00  p.m.   Seth’s Book Club, Library 
   
    
 

 

Wednesday, November 30 
 

10:45  a.m.    Yoga, Dining Rm 
12:00  p.m.   Prayer, Sanctuary 
  5:00  p.m.   Celebrate the Vision, Dining Rm 
  6:30  p.m.   WMU Christmas Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
  6:30  p.m.   T.A.G., 3rd Floor Classroom  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 

 Monday - Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m.  Closed Friday - Sunday 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Associate Pastor , x211         amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x205         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Shelly Parkhurst, Communications x209           shellyp@fpckzoo.org  
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x204                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
 
 

 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 

December 4 
Second Sunday of Advent 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 11:1-10; Romans 15:4-13 

 
December 11 

Third Sunday of Advent 
The Rev. Amber Nettleton 

Isaiah 35:1-10; James 5:7-10 
 
 
 

December 18 
Fourth Sunday of Advent 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury  

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19; Matthew 1:18-25 
 

December 25 
Christmas Day 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 52:7-10; John 1:1-14 

 
 
 
 


