
  

We’ve been too hard on Martha. 
Because of that rebuff, 
I think somehow we feel 
She didn’t love her Lord enough.  
 
No, quite to the contrary,  
Martha’s love was such 
That in her eagerness to serve,  
She tried to do too much.  

For there’s a time for serving,  
And there’s a time for rest.  
Everything in season; 
Choosing what is best.  
 
Things must stay in balance,  
So let us pray from youth: 
“God, give me Martha’s diligence 
And Mary’s love for truth.” 
  
     - Elwood McQuaid 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

“Give Me Jesus”          Richard Billingham 
      

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

               
As Abraham welcomed the strangers, 

so God welcomes us. 
God greets us with joy 

and says, “rest here for awhile.” 
God brings out water to wash our dusty feet. 

God prepares a meal to nourish our weary spirits. 
So let us receive the gracious hospitality of our God. 

Let us rest in this holy place where there is shade and water, food and laughter. 
     

         “What Is This Place?”        Huub Oosterhuis  

Gracious, inviting God, you continually provide us with opportunities to practice 
generous hospitality. But our fear of difference, reluctance to share, and desire to be  
in control, make our welcome appear weak and insincere. Because we long for what is 
familiar and comfortable, we have difficulty honoring the stranger as a sacred guest 
who bears the face of Christ. Worn out and irritated by the work we think we must do, 
we miss opportunities to receive the gifts that such guests offer us. Forgive us, O God, 
for focusing on the wrong things. Show us how to do what is right. 
  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   



  
“You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy”      The Worship Book 

You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

   

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
Friends, trust in Jesus, who proclaimed God’s reign—preaching, teaching, healing, 
eating with outcasts, and forgiving. God raised Jesus, breaking the power of sin and 
evil. Loving us still, God acts with justice and mercy to redeem us and all creation.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In a broken and fearful world, God’s Spirit claims us in waters of baptism and gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing. We watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, as we 
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

    

Children: You are Loved! 
  Congregation: You are Loved! 

   

       
Holy Spirit, open our ears, our minds, and our hearts as we actively listen to Scripture 
and fully engage in the joys and challenges of life in this present world. Guide us 
always in new and imaginative ways to places we have not yet been. 

 

Genesis 18:1-10a                      Old Testament, p. 14 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   



      “God Be in My Head”           Hal Hopson 
             Text from The Book of Hours, 1514, and a traditional Celtic prayer 

 

God be in my head, and in my understanding; 
God be in mine eyes, and in my looking; 
God be in my mouth, and in my speaking; 
God be in my heart and in my thinking; 
God be at mine end, and at my departing. 
God, make me holy, Christ, make me holy, Spirit, make me holy; 
Three all holy. 
God be in my head…Amen 

 

 

Luke 10:38-42       New Testament, p. 72 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
   

“The One Thing” 
 “Martha, Martha, you are worried and distracted by many things;  there is need of only one thing.”  

  Luke 10:41-42 
 

“Help Us Accept Each Other”       Fred Kaan
       

 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

 

“Arioso”   BWV 156         J.S. Bach 
                                               Simon Bullmer, cello 

  “For the Life That You Have Given”     Carl P. Daw,  Jr. 
For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, 
with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 
here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring; 
give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing.



  Receive these gifts, O Lord of all life, as signs of our renewed and deepened 
commitment, to love and serve you with all that we are.  Bless your church with 
wisdom, that every offered gift may be used to bring you glory, and to show forth  
to all the world your healing, your justice, and your compassion, made known to us  
in Jesus.  Amen 

    The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

   

“Be Thou My Vision”       Eleanor Hull 
 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

      “Praise God for This Holy Ground“     John L. Bell 
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There will be no Sunday School in the month of July. Families are invited to take advantage of 
the Prayground during Worship.  The nursery will remain open for all children under age three.  
 

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time. 
 The intent is to give parents a way to worship with their children, a way that makes it easier 

for families. 
Ways to use the Prayground 

 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a stretching break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed. Please do not leave children unattended. 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Hillary Cloetingh and the parish group listed below, that 
they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another group 
of Deacons and parishioners.  

Greg and Rebecca Chambers 
Graydon, Amy, Ava, Kendall, and Grant Coon 
Derick, Sairi, Caroline, Mary-Katherine,  
 and Kennedy Lauren Elliot 
Salim and Amy Harik 
Whitney Hoag 
Diane Johnson 
Bernard and Helen Rodee 

Pat and Scot Stromsta 
John and Jane Todd 

Donald and Karen Meldrum 
Wesley and Janet Todd 
Phillip and Sarah Torrence 
Cindy Trout 
Ruth Tyler 
Michael, Katherine, Marysol,  
 and Keenan Millar 
Craig Oliver 
Kelsey Oliver 
Jonathan, Maureen, Harrison, William,  
 and Catherine Willoughby 



   

Sundays after Worship, Room 314/315, July 17-31 
Sometimes it can be hard to talk about what we believe, as Presbyterians. It’s a wide-ranging, 
big tent, all-are-welcome sort of theological structure. That being said, we have a book that can 
help us. Part One of the PC(USA) Constitution is the Book of Confessions. This is a collection 
of documents written throughout the history of the church, bearing a present witness to God’s 
grace when a particular need arises. The Confession of 1967 reminds us that “In every age, the 
church has expressed its witness in words and deeds as the need of the time required.” These 
documents range from the earliest creeds of the church through 20th century documents. Pastor 
Chrissy will lead a time of learning about the history of these documents and what they say. 
You’ll also be invited to consider your own faith, your own beliefs. Who is God? Who are you? 
What is the church called to be in our time and place?  

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for Worship. 

The Epistles of John 

In this letter, John goes directly to what is in his heart: “...the message which we have heard  
of him and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (1:5) 

Our five-week study of the Epistles of John includes the four practical goals for John’s writing 
of these epistles: to promote fellowship with Christ’s apostles and the saints, fellowship with God, 
fullness of joy, and assurance of faith. John shows us how to know and experience true Christian 
fellowship, joy, and assurance.  
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we desire these things for our life. 

Pat Stromsta will teach this class. We will gather at 9:45 a.m. on Thursdays in July, in  
Connie Houts’ yard, 2015 Wild Cherry Lane, Kalamazoo. Bring your favorite Bible translation.  

Prayer Partners will meet the second Sunday of the month in Room #301. 



  

 

 
All is going well halfway through our pilgrimage. We’ve shared very meaningful worship and conversation at 
Iona Abbey. We’ve bonded well—compassionately and  generously—as we’ve had a few opportunities to give 
one another a little extra care. We’ve enjoyed stunning beauty and moving history … today sitting along puffins!  
Looking   forward to sharing more upon our return.   
-Seth 
 



  
 

, 
We will meet, July 24, August 7, and August 21.  We continue to look for housing for the 

family (either a three-bedroom apartment or house). We are looking for availability in        

August, so they can be settled before the new school year begins. 

 
 
FPC needs a volunteer to assist with “sprucing” up the Sanctuary each week on a regular 
schedule. This includes, but is not limited to, checking / re-stocking friendship pads, turning 
them into the office, refilling brochure racks and special seasonal offerings, removing obsolete 
literature, old envelopes, bulletins, and the occasional unsightly refuse that gets left behind  
after Worship. This is important in keeping the Sanctuary safe and ready for Worship each 
week. Contact Kelly if interested: kellys@fpckzoo.org 

Save the date for WHOLE FAMILY VBS, August 4th and 5th from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  This year, 
VBS is designed for the entire family to attend and participate in together!   
 

Join us for dinner at 5:30, followed by a lesson, games, crafts, and activities for all ages!   
YOU ARE LOVED! 
 
Registration is required. Please scan the QR Code to Register or 
Visit:  https://tinyurl.com/3936b9mw 



 
 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by low community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage each 
person to make a wise decision: 

• Masks are always welcome among us (though not mandated); it remains a 
leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of participants, the choir will 
continue to wear masks while singing. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

Share your love of the church. We want to feature congregants on our social media, sharing why 
they love our church. Please send your 144-character response and an optional photo of yourself 
to: kellys@fpckzoo.org. Help us spread the love! 

The next issue of the Presbyter will come out in August. By July 20, please submit to                 
Communications Coordinator Kelly Short (kellys@fpckzoo.org) any items you would like       
included. Thank you! 

CTV needs your help!! Are you part of a small group within the church?  Part of a  
book club or committee?  Consider participating in our active outreach ministry by     helping to 
make a meal for a Wednesday night community dinner. We will help with logistics and anything 
you need along the way!  For more information and or to get your small group on the schedule, 
please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of 
our church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community 
and one another.   

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org
mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays 

Sunday, July 17 
  8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud,  Small Conference Room 
  9:00   a.m. Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
10:00   a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m. Confessing our Faith, Room 314/315 
11:15   a.m. Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
 
Monday, July 18 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  6:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/ Room 102 
 
Tuesday, July 19 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements Deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
 
Wednesday, July 20 
12:00   p.m. Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
  5:00   p.m. Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
  5:45   p.m. Red Door Prayers, Church Steps 
  7:00   p.m. Finance Meeting, Archives 
 
Thursday, July 21 
   9:30  a.m. Women’s Bible Study, Room 314 
 12:00  p.m. A.A., Room 315 
12:00   p.m. Library work time, Library 
 
Sunday, July 24 
  8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud,  Small Conference Room 
  9:00   a.m. Adult Choir , Sanctuary 
10:00   a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15   a.m. Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
11:15 a.m. Confessing our Faith, Room 314/315 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 by yard sign: 

  
Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x 24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available in the Gathering Place after 
worship or from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for Kelly or 

Louise. Quantities are limited; we will 
reorder if demand is high. 

 

 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213               Shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt 

Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate  
   and United Campus Ministry Pastor               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

July 17 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 
Genesis 18:1-10a and Luke 10:38-42 

 
 July 24 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Psalm 122, Luke 11:1-13  
 

July 31 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Amber Nettleton 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Psalm 107:1-9; Luke 12:13-21 
 

August  7 
9th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
 Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40  


