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MAY 17,2026 PENTECOST SUNDAY

Holy Spirit,

Comforting fire,

Life of all creation.

Anointing the sick, cleansing body and soul,
Fill this body!

Holy Spirit,

Sacred breath, Fire of love,
Sweetest taste, Beautiful aroma,
Fill this heart!

Holy Spirit,

Filling the world,

from the heights to the deep,

Raining from clouds, filling rivers and sea,
Fill this mind!

Holy Spirit,

Forgiving and giving,

uniting strangers, reconciling enemies,
Seeking the lost, and enfolding us together,
Fill these gathered here!

Holy Spirit,

Bringing light into dark places, igniting
praise,

Greatest gift, our Hope and Encourager,
Holy Spirit of Christ,

I praise you!

— Hildegard of Bingen (1098-1179AD)




THE GATHERING

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions, or tears you bring
today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all! You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you
through the music of the Prelude as we prepare our hearts for worship. Bold type indicates congregational

response. Where there is an asterisk, we are invited to stand together in God’s Spirit.

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP

God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.
Let us worship God.

*DOXOLOGY 607 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow Old Hundredth

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;
praise Christ, all creatures here below;
praise Holy Spirit evermore;

praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen

*OPENING RESPONSES

A wind from God blew over the face of the waters,

And the voice of God spoke from a burning bush,
Jesus breathed peace on the disciples,

And the Spirit of God, like tongues of flame, rested on all who gathered.
So God’s Spirit moves among us this day.

*HYMN 280 Come, O Spirit, Dwell Among Us Ebenezer

PRAYER OF CONFESSION

Spirit of the Living God, we hesitate and doubt. You call us to act boldly,
but fear keeps us quiet and circling. We confess our lack of courage,
splintered by uncertainty and second-guessing. Forgive us for all the times
we shrink from your call. Embolden us to dream beyond what we know

and imagine the world as beloved community. Let your Spirit fill us,
prodding us beyond inertia. Grant that we might be Christ’s body,

not in fits and starts but with steady conviction. Guided by your Holy Spirit,
help us be active participants in ushering in your peaceable kingdom.

Prayer continues in silence.



KYRIE 577 Lord, Have Mercy Kyrie Eleison

Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS AND PEACE from A Brief Statement of Faith

Jesus proclaimed God’s reign and was crucified. But God raised Jesus and redeems all

creation. Trust in God, the Holy Spirit, who frees us to accept ourselves and love God

and neighbor, and binds us together with all believers in the body of Christ, the church.
We belong to God! With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in
life or in death can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ!

The same Spirit who inspired prophets and apostles feeds us with bread and cup, and

calls us all to ministry in the church. In a broken world, the Spirit gives us courage to

work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you!
And also with you!

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others.

*GLORIA 582 Glory to God, Whose Goodness Shines on Me Vasile

Glory to God, whose goodness shines on me,

and to the Son, whose grace has pardoned me,

and to the Spirit, whose love has set me free.

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be. Amen.

THE WORD

MOMENT WITH YOUNG WORSHIPPERS AND BLESSING

All children are invited to join us at the front of the sanctuary.
Children: You are loved!
Congregation: You are loved!
Infants & children through age 3 are invited to our nursery, Room 204.
There is no Sunday School today. All children are invited to stay in worship.

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

Open our hearts and minds by the power of your Spirit, Holy God,
that we might hear and receive the message you intend for us today. Amen.

FIRST READING Numbers 11:24-30 Old Testament p.129
The Word of God for the people of God.
Thanks be to God!
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ANTHEM Total Praise Richard Smallwood

Text adapted from Psalm 121
Lord, I will lift mine eyes to the hills
Knowing my help is coming from You
Your peace, You give me in time of the storm
You are the source of my strength
You are the strength of my life
I lift my hands in total praise to you
Amen

SECOND READING Acts 2:1-21 New Testament p.119

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,
for the word of God within us.
Thanks be to God!

SERMON The Song the Wind Carries
“In the beginning, when God was creating the heavens and the earth...
a wind from God swept over the face of the waters.” Genesis 1:1

*HYMN 292 As the Wind Song Wairua Tapu

THE THANKSGIVING

TIDINGS OF THE CHURCH AND PSA

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship,
work, service, and love in all its forms.

OFFERTORY INVITATION

Freely we receive at the hand of God; freely let us open our hands
for the work of God. Let us worship God with our offerings.

OFFERTORY MUSIC  Fantasy on Veni Creator Spiritus* Richard Proulx

*OFFERTORY RESPONSE 701  Lord, Prepare Me (sung twice) Sanctuary

Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.
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*OFFERTORY PRAYER

You give with open hands, Most Generous God, sharing gifts as seed to sow.
We gather these offerings, asking only that they might take root and flourish —
to tend your Kin-dom, to nurture your beloved community. Let our acts be

not merely ritual but a commitment: a shaping of the world in your image,

one generous gesture at a time. Amen.

INVITATION TO THE TABLE

The table is now ready... The Lord be with you,
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to God.
Let us give thanks to God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We praise you, dear God... with your faithful throughout earth, in heaven, and
of every time and place who sing to the glory of your name:
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Now, lest we believe our praise alone fulfills your purpose ...
may we be changed into your fullness, loving and caring in the world,
serving the One who taught all who would follow him to live and to pray together:




Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.

Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors,
And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen.

COMMUNION
To receive the elements, come forward by the center aisle and return to your seat by a side
aisle. Approach the servers with your hands cupped to receive the bread (gluten free).
Choose a) to share intinction by dipping the bread into the common cup, or
b) take a juice cup from the tray. If you prefer to remain seated and receive the elements,
please raise your hand and communion will be served to you.

COMMUNION MUSIC
PRAYER OF RESPONSE WITH CHORAL AMEN

Lord Jesus Christ, you have put your life into our hands.

Now we put our lives into yours.

Take us, reshape us and our world with your hope of resurrection.

Send us to live as changed people, transformed by your love, sharing your good news
as inhabitants of earth and citizens of your heavenly realm. Amen.

THE SENDING

*HYMN 291 Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness Spirit
BENEDICTION
POSTLUDE Fantasy on Ebenezer Mark Sedio

tMusic Minute: Richard Proulx (1937-2010) was an American composer of church music. His body of
work includes over 300 pieces written for choir, handbells, and organ, as well as a number of hymns.
This fantasy on a familiar tune is written for an uncommon pairing of instruments: saxophone and organ.
It contains two distinct sections, the first free-form and nebulous, followed by a sustained dialogue.
Veni Creator Spiritus (Come, Creator Spirit) is a medieval hymn, still often sung on Pentecost and other
occasions as an invocation of the Holy Spirit.



WORSHIP LEADERS

Ginny Dell
Meredith Alspach
Rev. Chrissy Westbury

ACOLYTE
Joseph Sablan

READER
Kathy Jennings

PARTICIPANTS

MUSIC

The Choir

Caitlin Brooks, saxophone
Helen Rathbun, flute

Rick Van Enk, percussion
Autumn, organist

Michael Montgomery, director

COMMUNION SERVERS
Victoria Coleman,

Ginny Dell, Sarah Johnson,
Paul Minert, Mark Ohrstrom,
Laurie Tupper,

Rick Wielopolski

SOUND AND

VIDEO TEAM
Dana Underwood
Jim Van Buren

GREETERS

Karen Hassler (Lovell)
Logan Brown (South)

Music reprinted with
permission under One
License 731778-A.
All rights reserved.

DEACON’S PRAYERS

As a community of faith, we can always provide one another the gift of intentional prayer.
This week, we lift up JENNIE BARRY and the parish group listed below, that they may

feel God’s presence. If you're in this group, stop by the Gathering Place after worship to say
hello to your deacon. Next week, we will pray for another Deacon and parish group.

Jane Beers Macy Daniels

Sue Caulfield = Marcia Daniels  Elizabeth Honeysett
Anna Clements Deb Droppers Brian Kastman
Bridin Clements Joey Droppers Marilyn Loken
Helen Creager  Kurt Droppers Dennis Mattingly
Carole Cupps Duane Fisk Martin Obed

Sam Cupps Martha Flynn Pamela Obed

Jeff Daniels Sue Grossman Noel Ocen-Gorgone

Lillian Daniels

Susan Hanselman Helen Rathbun

IN MEMORIAM

Christopher Honeysett Ann Rohrbaugh

Diane Talo

Cindy Trout

Karen Trout

Kay Vermeulen
Catherine Wall Emerson
Robert Wall Emerson
Phyllis Wilson

Kirsten Yohe

Beloved church member and local service leader, Dr. Warren “Craig” Misner passed
away on May 18. A memorial service is planned for May 29 at 11 a.m. at FPC. There is
also a visitation at Betzler on Stadium Drive on the 28th from 4-7 p.m.
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CHILDREN & YOUTH

NURSERY

The nursery is open each Sunday, starting fifteen minutes before worship, for children age 3 and
under (Room 204). Parents will be given a pager in the event they need to be contacted.

SUNDAY SCHOOL

There will be no Sunday School today. All children are invited to stay in the Sanctuary for Worship.
Sunday School will be available May 31.

YOUTH GROUP & T.A.G.

These groups are for all middle and high school students. We are not meeting today. The last
meet-up for this program year is Sunday, May 31 from 5:30-7:00pm at the church.

VBS DAY CAMP

the foundations of VBS + the best parts of day camp
arts and crafts - Bible stories - archery
climbing wall - water day - games - fellowship

FPC and First UMC are excited to offer this VBS Day Camp again this summer
for rising kindergarten through rising 6th grade children.

Camp is Monday, August 10 through Thursday, August 13
from 8:30am - 4:30pm at the Methodist Church.

Thanks to the generous support of this church, VBS Day Camp
1S no cost for attendees. Registration is required.
To sign up, use this link or contact Meredith (mereditha@fpckzoo.org).

If you experience difficulty
registering, please call the
Guest Services Team at
989-883-2501 to complete
the process.




ADULT FAITH FORMATION

NOODLING AT NOON WITH MEREDITH

If God Is Love, Don't Be A Jerk: Finding Faith that Makes Us Better Humans by John Pavlovitz
explores the bedrock ideas of our religion to help all of us take a good, honest look at how the
beliefs we hold shape our relationship with God and our fellow humans - and to make sure that love
has the last, loudest word. This week we will discuss chapters 7-9. mereditha@fpckzoo.org

THOUGHTFUL READERS
Our next meeting will be Tuesday, May 26 (note the change), discussing Everything is Tuberculosis
by John Green. All are welcome to join this book club at 7 p.m. in Room 300.

TUESDAY MORNING MEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Join us weekly at Panera Bread on West Main at 7:30 a.m. New faces always welcome!

CONNECTIONS (FORMERLY PRAYER PARTNERS)

We will meet next June 14, at 9:00 a.m. in Room 302.
We meet to join and support members of our church, our community, our world and each other.
Please contact pat.stromsta@gmail.com if you have any questions. We hope that you will consider

joining us.

KOINONIA: A NEW SUMMER FELLOWSHIP OFFERING

Join us at Pine Island Chapel on the 2nd and 4th Sunday evenings (beginning June 14, 2026,
through August) for Keinonia — a time of faith, fellowship and food. The gathering begins at 5:00
PM with a simple potluck supper (homemade soup and bread provided), followed at 6:00 PM by
prayer and praise in the chapel, concluding by 6:30 PM. This offering supports our church’s summer
rhythm and provides a welcoming space for connection and shared spiritual life during this season of
transition. Please note that this will replace the usual evening Pine Island Worship that normally
occurs on the 1st and 3rd Sundays monthly as those will be paused for the summer.

NOISY COINS ’ _ . .
Remember to bring your loose change to IQIZS SZ?ZZZZ; is equipped with a

church and toss it in the offering plate! All Use your T-coil-enabled hearing

loose coins go to the Deacon’s Benevolence ' T aids or borrow headphones from

Fund which exists to help church members the sound booth for clearer sound.
with emergency needs. THANK YOU!

Hearing Loop




USHERS NEEDED - MEMORIAL SERVICE

We are looking for ushers to assist with Craig Misner’s memorial on Friday, May 29, at 11:00 a.m.
in the Sanctuary. Ushers are asked to arrive by 10:15 to help welcome guests, hand out bulletins,
assist with seating, and help guide attendees throughout the morning. If you are available to help,
please email Kelly at kellys@fpckzoo.org.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Join us on Sunday, June 7 for our annual church picnic! After the morning
service, we’ll head to Bronson Park for food and fellowship. Hamburgers and
hot dogs will be provided, and we invite you to bring a side dish to share.
Come enjoy great food, conversation, and community. Arrive hungry and
leave filled! We look forward to seeing you there.

SUMMER CHOIR BEGINS JUNE 14

Sundays at 9am in the Choir Room

Do you love music? Maybe you'd like to connect with people here at church, or find a creative
outlet? Then Summer Choir is for you! This "pick-up" style group prepares simple anthems for
worship each week. With no sign-up, no weeknight rehearsal, and no long-term commitment,
this is a great chance to give choir a try. Simply come as you are.

All ages middle school and up are welcome. No previous musical background required.

For more information contact Michael Montgomery: michaelm@fpckzoo.org

CTV: RED DOOR DINNER NEEDS YOUR HELP

The Wednesday night dinner cooking schedule has many openings! If you've just
been waiting for a chance to make a meal, this is your moment! As a reminder, all
food costs are reimbursed by the church, and meals can be made at your convenience
in our beautiful commercial kitchen. For recipe ideas or more information, please
contact Meredith. To sign-up, please see the calendar outside Meredith's office.

BUSY SUMMER PLANNED? STAY CONNECTED!

To start receiving Thursday announcements and other updates, visit fpckzoo.org, scroll to the
bottom of the page and subscribe! You may also need to add communications@fpckzoo.org to your
contacts so we don’t end up in the spam folder. If you need assistance with this, you can reach out
to Dawn in the office at extension 209.

FROM JUST SANCTUARY... ”

The world is a dangerous place, not because of those who do evil, but because of those
who look on and do nothing. -Albert Einstein
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WEEKLY CALENDAR

SUNDAY, MAY 24

9:00 am.  Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
9:45am.  Child Care/Nursery, #208
10:00 am.  Worship/Communion,
Sanctuary

MONDAY, MAY 25

The building will be closed
in honor of Memorial Day.

TUESDAY, MAY 26

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. R.I., Dining Rm/#308
11:00 a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives
12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Organ Practice

12:00 p.m.  Noodling at Noon, Library
6:00 p.m. UCM Meeting/Potluck,
Pine Island Chapel
6:30 p.m.  PEO Chapter - CN, #301
7:00 p.m.  Thoughtful Readers, #300

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27

8:30 a.m. - 10:00 a.m. Taking Root, Library

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. R.I., Dining Rm/#308
12:00 p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Organ Practice

5:00 p.m. CTV: Red Door Dinner

6:30 p.m.  Session Meeting, #306

THURSDAY, MAY 28

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. R.I., Dining Rm/#308
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. Library Work Time

12:00 p.m.  AA, #300
4:00 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Organ Practice
4:30 p.m.  Food Addicts, #314/315
5:00 p.m. Red Door Ringers, Gathering PI.
6:00 p.m.  Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

FRIDAY, MAY 29

9:00 a.m. - 4:30 p.m. R.I., Dining Rm/#308
11:00 a.m.  Memorial Service-Craig Misner,
Sanctuary

SUNDAY, MAY 31

9:00 a.m.  Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary
9:45a.m.  Child Care/Nursery, #208
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary
10:15a.m.  Sunday School, PreK-5th grade
3:00 p.m.  Crescendo Concert/Reception,
Sanctuary/Gathering Place
5:30p.m. T.A.G./ Youth Group, Youth Rm

j
\

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY - THURSDAY 9 A.M. - 3 P.M.
CLOSED FRIDAY & SATURDAY




KALAMAZOO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
321 W. SOUTH STREET, KALAMAZOO, MICHIGAN 49007

FPCKZOO.ORG ~ FACEBOOK.COM/ASANCTUARYINTHECITY
PHONE: 269.344.0119/FAX

KALAMAZOO FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH STAFF
(IN ALPHABETICAL ORDER)

Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth, Families, Outreach, x208 mereditha@fpckzoo.org

Autumn, Organist, x214 autumn@fpckzoo.org
Logan McCafferty, Custodian loganm@fpckzoo.org
Michael Montgomery, Director of Music, x220 michaelm@fpckzoo.org
Dawn Reitano, Communications Coordinator, x209 dawnr@fpckzoo.org
Kelly Short, Operations Coordinator, x205 kellys@fpckzoo.org
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213 shawns@fpckzoo.org
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206 louiset@fpckzoo.org
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x204 chrissyw@fpckzoo.org

South Lobby Receptionists, x221: Kailynn Bachman, Jennie Barry, Bob Brush,
Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding
Custodians: Logan McCafferty, Randy Randt Library: library@fpckzoo.org

UPCOMING SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP SERVICES

May 31 June 14
Trinity Sunday Third Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev Annamarie Groenenboom The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King
Psalm 8:2; Matthew 28:16-20 Psalm 116:1-2,12-19
June 7 June 21
Second Sunday after Pentecost Fourth Sunday after Pentecost
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury The Rev. Chrissy Westbury
Hosea 6:1-6; Matthew 9:9-13 Jeremiah 20:7-13, Matthew 10:26-31

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect Christ’s light in God’s world.
Continually discerning God'’s vision of grace and peace, we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture,
compassionate service to others, and the pursuit of justice... all to the glory of God.


mailto:montclef88@gmail.com
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cap - tives dream  dreams. Our wom -en  see vi -
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ons you to thing, “A -
ed with dols lies, then you
y, you once gain when you
sions; our clear eyes. With
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wake  from slum bers and
spoke through proph ets to
blew through peo ple on the
bold new ci sions your
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rise on your wings.”
o - pen their eyes.
rush of  the wind.
peo - ple a rise.
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