
  

On the separation wall, bisecting a primary street entering Bethlehem today.  
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Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude 
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Desseins Éternels” from La Nativité du Seigneur                Oliver Messiaen 

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  

         
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God! Alleluia!  
By the light of a star long ago, Magi came to a stable from afar.  

And so we come from all distances and directions this day  
to seek the epiphany of God’s love in our lives.   

We enter here to find the light of life and to follow it on God’s way in our world.  
All the ends of the earth shall know the saving love of our God! Alleluia!  
 

          We Three Kings of Orient Are          John Henry Hopkins Jr. 
 

 Holy God, you want us to radiate light in Jesus, that all may share life.  
When we turn that light to shine mostly on ourselves, help us heed your call  
to repent, to think again and turn anew to your way.  
Beam your love into hidden closets of our hearts, cluttered by fear and regret.  
Beam your love through relationships clouded by conflict, hurt, and distrust.  
Beam your love upon creation stained by abuse and pollution.  
Beam your love over our world, shadowed by prejudice, cruelty, exploitation, and war. 
You promise your reign of grace and peace will be fulfilled –  
inspire us see it and go to serve it in Jesus Christ.   

 The prayer continues in silence. 



  

(# 437)  

 

              from A Brief Statement of Faith  
Friends, trust in God, the Holy Spirit, the giver and renewer of life. God acts with 
justice and mercy to redeem us and all creation. Loving us still, the Spirit sets us free  
to love God and neighbor in return, working with others for justice, freedom, and peace.   

  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  
  can separate us from God’s love in our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, pray without ceasing in a broken and 
fearful world. And strive to serve Christ in daily tasks, as we live holy and joyful lives. 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

(Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others.) 
 

                     “Angels We Have Heard on High” (refrain )                    # 113 
 

  Gloria in excelsis Deo! Gloria in excelsis Deo! 
 

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 

Infants and children up to age 3 are invited to our nursery, Room 208. 
 

       
Holy One, as we open minds and hearts to you, send your voice from heaven anew.  
By the gift of your Spirit, speak to us of Love. Fill us with your radiance of grace. 
Reveal your way of faithful service toward the fulfillment of your peace for all people, 
in Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 



 

               Matthew 2:1-12              p. 2, New Testament 
          The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 

        Hark! The Herald Angels Sing             Charles Wesley 
 

Hark! The herald angels sing. Glory to the new born King, Jesus, the light of the world. 
Refrain 
We’ll walk in the light, beautiful light. Come where the dew drops of mercy shine bright.  
O, shine all around us by day and by night. Jesus, the light of the world. 
 

Joyful all you nations rise. Join the triumph of the skies, Jesus, the light of the world. 
Refrain 
   

Christ by highest heaven adored; Christ the ever lasting Lord, Jesus, the light of the world. 
Refrain 
 

Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace! Hail, the Sun of righteousness,  
Jesus, the light of the world! 
Refrain 

 

                Isaiah 42:1-9       p. 670, Old Testament 
             Matthew 3:13-17                         p. 2, New Testament 

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God! 
 

“Star Street to Font and Beyond” 
“Here is my servant, whom I uphold …” (Isaiah 42:1) 

“This is my son, the Beloved, with whom I well pleased.” (Matthew 3:17) 
 

*        Sing of God Made Manifest                               Carl P. Daw Jr. 
                   
 

 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 
(Friendship pads are located near the aisles; please sign and pass them along the pew.) 

 

 Freely we receive at the hand of God; freely let us open our hands for the work  
of God.  Let us worship God with our offerings. 
 



  
 

   As With Gladness Men of Old                                                  
As they offered gifts most rare at thy manger rude and bare,  
so may we with holy joy, pure and free from sin’s alloy,  
all our costliest reassures bring, Christ, to thee, our heavenly king. 

Loving God, you were born in a barnyard and received gifts from strange magi. 
And so we come with awe and wonder, bringing our gifts—ourselves, our time, our 
money, our commitment. Please accept our costly treasure. Then send us home and 
into the year ahead, resolved to find you among us, through Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

   The table is now made ready . . .   
   The Lord be with you, 
  and also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God. 
   Let us give thanks to God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Blessed are you, dear God… with all our sister and brother disciples gone before us 
and those now beside us, with the whole realm of nature around us in earth, sea, and 
sky, we praise you from our hearts for your unending greatness: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Come among us now, O God, in Christ … Empower us to share your life with 
the world, loving and serving in the way you teach us to pray together: 



 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 

  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

   
To receive the elements: beginning with the front rows, please come forward by the center 
aisle and return to your seat by a side aisle. Approach the ministers with your hands cupped 
to receive the bread (all is gluten-free). Then pick up your cup and return to your seat. If you 
prefer not to come forward, but wish to receive the elements, please so indicate by raising 
your hand, and communion will be served to you in your seat.  

 

 
Loving and gracious God, from east and west, north and south, you have gathered 
us at your table, received us as your beloved, and nourished us for life with you. 
Now send us with the gift of your Spirit to serve as a blessing to all our neighbors, 
radiating the light of your peace and joy, in the name of Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 
 

 

 What Star Is This, with Beams So Bright            Charles Coffin 
           

  

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

 

               Wie schön leuchtet der Morgenstern               Dietrich Buxtehude   
     

 

          

       
      

It is with sadness that we share Bill Sorensen died and entered life eternal on Wednesday 
evening, January 4. We hold in loving prayerful support Sherry and his entire family,  
with all who beheld him dear. A memorial service will be planned sometime in weeks 
ahead, with more information to follow. Sherry and family cherish immeasurably deep 
bonds of loving support from so many, perhaps best received in immediate days ahead by 
card and other written condolence.  



   
 
 
             

           
            Meredith Alspach 

       The Rev. Amber Nettleton 
      The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

 

     
    Carole Cupps 

 

 
Louise McCallum 

 

 

      Dave and Kathy Campbell 
 

 
Ginny Dell  

Becky Demcovitz 
Cynthia Feucht 
Mark Ohrstrom 

 

 
 

 
Autumn, Organist 

Caitlin Brooks 
Adult Choir 

 

 
Sound Team members 

 
 

 

We remain very grateful for everyone who has supported the effort to build a chapel at our 

Pine Island campus. We have received contributions totaling $470,000 (present figure after 

architectural design) above and beyond other contributions to our general operating budget. 

As we’ve publicized before, Session stated clearly that no endowed or general operating  

funds will be used for the construction of this project. At heart, this effort expresses the fond  

appreciation we share for the beauty of that place, meaningful experiences shared, and  

relationships built there over decades and more recent years. 
 

We remain determined to build a chapel to continue fostering those experiences and  

relationships. Unfortunately, as we know, inflationary pressures are crazy. What began as  

an estimated $250,000-280,000 project is now estimated at around $580,000. It is frustrating 

when we seem to be approaching the “finish line”… and it keeps moving further away.  

We’ve been waiting (hoping?) for material prices to come down. They remain very volatile 

and uncertain.  
 

A few people have asked and expressed interest in offering more funding. Bottom line is that 

we now have a $100,000-125,000 gap according to current estimates. When funds received 

match or exceed costs estimated we will move immediately to Session for approval.  

We hope that moment will come soon! 
 

Pastor Seth Weeldreyer is happy to chat about this project: sethw@fpckzoo.org  



 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  

for one another. This week, we pray for and the parish group 
listed below, that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives.  
 

Greg Chambers 

Becky Chambers 

Grady Coon 

Amy Coon 

Kendal Coon 

Grant Coon 

Derick Elliott 

Sairi Elliott 

Kennedy Elliott 

Caroline Elliott 

Mary Elliott 

Salim Harik 

Amy Harik 

Diane Johnson 

Don Meldrum 

Karen Meldrum 

Marysol Millar 

Mike Millar 

Katherine Millar 

Keenan Millar 

Kelsey Oliver 

Craig Oliver 

Bernard Rodee 

Helen Rodee 

Scot Stromsta 

Pat Stromsta 

Wesley Todd 

Janet Todd 

Jane Todd 

Ruth Tyler 

Jonathan Willoughby 

Maureen Willoughby 

Harrison Willoughby 

William Willoughby 

Catherine Willoughby 

John Willson 

Priscilla Willson 

Matthew Yohe 

Kirsten Yohe 

Rosie Yohe 

Benji Yohe 

Lela Yohe 

Helen Yonan 

Pamela Zeller  

Take Note! 
New Church Wi-fi Password Change 

 

Wi-fi name is still: 1stpres 
 

New Password:  

YouAreLoved!  



  

Cynthia Feucht (Mod), Heather Cloetingh, Al Parfitt, Deb Taylor 
 

                                 Kathy Jennings (Mod), Deb Taylor, Mark Loehrke, Pam Zandt 
 

Janet Todd (Mod), Becky Demcovitz, Bev Murray, Joseph Sablan 
 

                                              Ginny Dell (Mod), Jeff Barnum, Pam Zandt, Al Parfitt 
 

                                      Becky Demcovitz (Mod), Kathy Jennings, Oliver Takuh 
 

Mark Loehrke  
 

                                            Scott Wilson (Mod), Annaliese Bol, Craig Kortlandt, Pat Stromsta,  
         Cynthia Feucht, Bev Murray 

 

                                                         Craig Kortlandt (Mod), Susan Agostinelli, Becky Demcovitz 
 

Mark Ohrstrom (Mod), Susan Agostinelli, Jeff Barnum  
 

Pat Stromsta (Mod), Deb Taylor, Mark Ohrstrom, Joseph Sablan 
 

                                       Pat Stromsta (Mod) 

Thank you, thank you … to Evelyn Garner, Wendy King, Louise McCallum, Carol Parfitt 
who recently concluded terms of service as Deacons providing care in many forms for others 
among our congregation. And thank you to Jill Barnum, Bob Brush, Richard Coryell,  
Ellen Dykhuis, Don Meldrum, and Heather Misner who recently concluded terms of service  
as Elders leading the program and operation of our congregation. Your gifts of time, energy,  
and inspiration have made love abound in our congregation in the many ways we witness  
to Christ in our world! 
 

And we give thanks to Jill Barnum, Paul and Sharon Hartwigsen, Karen Hassler,  
Sanny Nutter, Deb Weurding, and Jo Ann Yochim who begin new terms of service as  
Deacons; and to Jeff Barnum, Kathy Jennings, Bev Murray, Al Parfitt, Joseph Sablan, and 
Pam Zandt who begin terms of service as Elders on Session. We extend special appreciation 
to Ginny Dell, Cynthia Feucht, Mark Ohrstrom, and Pat Stromsta as they begin to lead as 
moderators of committees.  

 



 

STARTING JAN. 15, we will be adding another Sunday School class for the children! 
Children in preschool to 1st grade will meet in the classroom next to the nursery. 
Children in grades 2-5 will meet in the 3rd floor class room. The nursery will remain 
open for the little ones! Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 

EDISON PROJECT NEWS — We are in need of one or more volunteer tutors for  
a third-grade classroom. It involves working on reading and spelling with the students. 
We also need of one more person to provide monthly birthday treats for a classroom.  
 

If either of these volunteer commitments sound interesting to you, please contact  
Nancy Johnson: nlj22@aol.com or Donna Schonveld: schonveld@comcast.net  
 

Because of your generosity, we were able to give each of the Edison students a book  
to keep as a Christmas gift from our congregation, the students were thrilled to receive 
these books. Thanks for your continued support of Edison. We always welcome any 
supplies and/or checks for this Outreach Program.  

WEST VIRGINIA!  
 

For current 8th to 12th Graders: August 5 — 12, 2023 
 

College/Young Adults: June 24 — July 1, 2023 
 

REGISTRATION STARTS TODAY! 
Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 

 

mailto:nlj22@aol.com
mailto:schonveld@comcast.net


  

CARD MINISTRY GROUP — so much fun for such a great cause! 
We will be back to our crafting sessions this MONDAY, the 9th, 1:00 to 3:00 p.m.  
Birthday cards, get well, thinking of you, sympathy, and Valentines cards are the 
most needed. SUNDAY, January 15, will be our first time to put our cards in the 
Gathering Space. Please let me know if you can be there between 9:00 and 9:30  
and/or after worship to help. Julie Kechele, juliekech@gmail.com 
  
 

As we move into the New Year, we will share the pleasure of numerous Baptisms. 
Maybe they’ve been delayed by pandemic caution … in any case, we’ve tried to 
connect with and include those we know who may wish to share this Sacrament.  
If you would like to coordinate Baptism for your child or you, please contact one  
of our Pastors: Amber Nettleton: amber.nettleton@gmail.com,  
Chrissy Westbury: chrissyw@fpckzoo.org, Seth Weeldreyer: sethw@fpckzoo.org 
 
 

YOU CAN HONOR OR MEMORIALIZE YOUR LOVED ONES  WITH A GIFT OF 
FLOWERS IN THE SANCTUARY. Narthex Flower Chart — Please write your name 
and phone number under the Sunday you wish to put flowers in the Sanctuary in honor or 
memory of someone you want to remember. Tell us how you want your message to read in 
the bulletin. *Flowers Need to be delivered on Fridays* Spread the Love! We can distribute 
your flowers to shut-ins after worship!  Shelly Parkhurst: comunications@fpckzoo.org  



 

MAPPING OUR FUTURE — ENVISIONING GOD’S CALL 
It’s a positive focus to rebuild bonds of love and reinvigorate our life together, as we 
seek how God calls us to serve. We’ll come out with a plan. Even more, we’ll be filled 
with gratitude, joy, and hopeful energy! 
 

We are offering a series of meetings. Special meetings for our youth and residents  
of Friendship Village, the Artisan (Heritage Community), and Bronson Place. 
 

Dates below are open to all people, meeting in the Dining Room. Please, sign up by 
using this url: https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn or in the Gathering Place after worship.  
This Sunday at 11:30 a.m. — Jan. 8 & Jan. 22     Wednesday, Jan. 18 at 6:00 p.m. 
Contact Kelly Short in the Church office for more details: kellys@fpckzoo.org 

CELEBRATE THE VISION 

Do you love to cook? Would you like to help our Downtown guests by making  
dinner? We make the process so easy for you, and maybe your friends. 
Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
      

CAMINO de SANTIAGO 2023 — LAST CALL!  
Plans for the Camino de Santiago pilgrimage in 2023 are starting to be finalized. We’ll expect 
to walk for a bit over a week, averaging around 11 miles per day. Tentative dates for departure 
and return are August 29 – September 9. Rough estimate of cost will be $1200-1500 per  
person, plus airfare. Pastor Seth will be confirming accommodations very shortly, for which 
we need to know group size. A $600 deposit is due by Tuesday, January 17. If you would like 
to know more or confirm participation, contact Pastor Seth ASAP: sethw@fpckzoo.org.  
 

https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn


  

Storytelling Sunday for January 8 has been cancelled. We did not hear from anyone who was 
planning to come this time, as we all dig back out after the holidays. If you want to tell stories 
after worship on Sunday, be sure to get in on the Mapping our Future session with Pastor Seth: 
sethw@fpckzoo.org. Watch for more storytelling opportunities to come! 
 
 

NEW WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY — beginning January 12. 
We meet weekly on Thursday mornings — coffee and fellowship start at 9:45 a.m., study begins 
at 10:00 a.m. Pastor Chrissy will lead a study of the Sermon on the Mount — Beatitudes and 
Beyond — How Jesus Calls us to Live, from Jan. 12 — Feb 16. We will engage with several 
resources and look at the historical and cultural context of the gospel of Matthew as well as how 
Christians have been called to live into these teachings throughout history and today.  
Contact Pastor Chrissy: chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
 
 

Did you know that our Church has a wonderful gallery of some very impressive art.  
For example, this beautiful Alexander Calder print. Alexander Calder was an American sculptor 
known both for his innovative mobiles that embrace chance in their aesthetic, his static "stabiles," 
and his monumental public sculptures, along with these prints. 



 

MARTHA CIRCLE will meet on Wednesday, Jan 11, at 3:00 p.m. in the  
Gathering Place. We are beginning a new a new Bible study called “Celebrating  
Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.” Learn what the Bible says about 
the importance of honoring God by spending one day a week resetting our priorities,  
our pace and our lives. All women are invited to join us for fellowship and study.  
For more info, contact Elaine Johns: emjohns513@aol.com or 269.808.7109. 

 
NOODLING FAITH @ NOON   
Numerous studies affirm a steep decline in religious affiliation in the United States. 
It’s as evident in our community and church as anywhere else. What’s going on in  
our culture? What does it say about who we are? How do we face realities past and 
present, to inspire how we can bear relevant and renewed witness to Holy Love? 
 

Robert P. Jones is a leading sociologist of religion. We’ll discuss his book  
“The End of White Christian America” beginning Tuesday, January 10th.  
Find the book at your favorite local or on-line bookseller. 
Jan. 10 through early Feb. in the Library —  Pastor Seth: sethw@fpckzoo.org 

 
SUNDAY ANNE-THOLOGY 
Back by popular request! Some people have lamented inability to make it for Tuesday 
noon discussions, and asked for the series to be offered again. So let’s give it a try! 
This series will be a repeat of material shared in the fall of 2022.  
 

Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith. Raised with  
hodge-podge faith practice, she stumbled into a Presbyterian Church in a moment of 
crisis. Her life changed. And she wants to share beauties, hard realities, humble  
struggles, and passionate perspectives. Her colorful writing style is compelling and 
inspiring. Pastor Seth will prepare excerpts from her numerous books, available in  
the church office.  
 

We’ll meet in the Library on Sundays after worship (~11:30) on January 22 and 29, 
February 5 and 12. Contact Seth with any questions — sethw@fpckzoo.org.  



  

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Child Care, Rooms 208/211 

Worship, Sanctuary 

AA 

Card Ministry, Craft Room 

Communications Meeting, Zoom 

Scouts 

Men’s Fellowship, Archives 

Staff Meeting, Archives 

Finance Committee, Archives 

Prayer Service, Sanctuary 

Martha Circle, Gathering Place 

Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 

Outreach Meeting, Archives
 

 

 

 

 

9:00 a.m. Library Work Time, Library 

Women’s Bible Study, Rooms 314/315 

AA 

Food Addicts, Rooms 314/315 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 116 

Property & Maintenance, Archives 

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Child Care, Rooms 208/211 

Worship, Sanctuary

Sessions & Deacon Retreat,  

                 Dining & Rooms 314/315 

Youth Groups, 8-12,  

                 Dining Room, Youth Room 

 

  

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

 

12:00 p.m. 

3:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

6:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 



 

 
www.fpckzoo.org                                   facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
phone: (269) 344-0119                             Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Associate Pastor , x211         amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth, Families & Outreach, x208        mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x205         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Shelly Parkhurst, Communications x209           shellyp@fpckzoo.org  
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x204                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
 
 

 
January 15 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
Isaiah 49:1-7; John 1:29-42 

Ordination of Elders and Deacons 
 

January 22 
Third Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Matthew 4:12-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Baptisms 

 
January 29 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12 

 
February 5 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

 Matthew 5:13-20;  
1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 9-13 

Communion 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect   

Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  

to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 


