
  

"It’s the first recorded question Jesus asks his disciples, and I believe it’s a question for the 
ages. What are you looking for? In your heart, in your secret and quiet places, what are  
the hungers that drive you forward in your life of faith? Why do you still have skin in this 
game we call Christianity? As you say goodbye to an old year and welcome a new one,  
what are you hoping for, asking for, looking for, in your spiritual life? Do you know?" 
  

                                                                                           Debie Thomas, Journey with Jesus 
 

Seek & Find Puzzle Warehouse 

 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude 
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Wonderful Words of Life        Philip P. Bliss, arr. Wilbur Held 

(tune ) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below. 
  Praise Holy Spirit ever more. 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  

               Based on Psalm 40 
     In times of trouble, when all seemed hopeless, I cried out to God. 
And the Lord heard my pleas and answered me and reminded me that I am loved.  
     When I felt lost and alone, I looked for God. 
And God found me and brought me home and reminded me that I am loved.  
     When my life was filled with joy and blessing, I danced and praised God. 
And God danced and rejoiced with me and reminded me that I am loved.  

 
 

         Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing             Robert Robinson
              

 

 God of our baptism, you sent the Baptizer to point to your Son. But, too often, we 
abandon his message and point only to ourselves. We point to our worship preferences, 
rather than the God we worship. We point to our status rather than the grace that 
makes us all equal. We point to our values rather than the One who has always valued 
everyone. We point to our traditions rather than to the One who calls us to let go. 
Forgive us when we do not wait patiently for your direction. Forgive us when we are 
too patient with misdirection. Through the power of your Spirit, give us the courage  
to speak what we have seen and point to the One who takes away the sins of the world.  
In the name of your son, Jesus Christ, we pray.   

 (The prayer continues in silence.) 



  

  
 

              from A Brief Statement of Faith  
Friends, trust in God, the Holy Spirit, the giver and renewer of life. God acts with 
justice and mercy to redeem us and all creation. Loving us still, the Spirit sets us free  
to love God and neighbor in return, working with others for justice, freedom, and peace.   

  With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  
  can separate us from God’s love in our Lord Jesus Christ! 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, pray without ceasing in a broken and 
fearful world. And strive to serve Christ in daily tasks, as we live holy and joyful lives. 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

(Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others.) 
 

                                 “Glory to God”                                    Gloria (Taizé)
   
            Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  
            Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

 

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 

Infants and children up to age 3 are invited to our nursery, Room 208. 
 

       
Teach us, O God, the way of your love. Speak to us in these words, and reveal yourself 
in this community. Lead us onto the path of compassion and the way of love. Amen.  



 

                  Isaiah 49:1-7                 Old Testament, p. 679 
          The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God! 
 

               We Shall Overcome        Trad. African -American Spiritual 
                  We shall overcome…we shall overcome someday. 
                   Oh, deep in my heart, I do believe we shall overcome someday. 
                   We’ll walk hand in hand… 
 

                                           We shall live in peace… 
                   We are not afraid… 
                   God will see us through… 

 

               John 1:29-42                                  New Testament, p. 92 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God! 
 

"What Are You Looking For?"  
"When Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, 'What are you looking for?'"  

  (John 1:38) 
 

*  Be Thou My Vision                                              Irish Poem 
 

 

 

Today we ordain and install the following persons to lead our congregation: 
Deacons — Jill Barnum, Joanne Dunlop, Allison Hammond, Paul and Sharon Hartwigsen, 

Karen Hassler, Sanny Nutter, Deb Weurding, and Jo Ann Yochim 

Elders — Jeff Barnum, Kathy Jennings, Bev Murray, Al Parfitt, Joseph Sablan, Pam Zandt 
   Do we, the members of the church, accept … the way of Jesus Christ? 
  We do. 
   Do we agree … serving Jesus Christ, who alone is Head of the Church? 
  We do.
 

       We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service,  
       and love in all its forms. 

         (Friendship pads are located near the aisles; please sign and pass them along the pew.) 
 

 Freely we receive at the hand of God; freely let us open our hands for the work  
of God.  Let us worship God with our offerings. 



  

 

Open the Eyes of My Heart                                      P. Baloche 

 

  Open the eyes of my heart, Lord, open the eyes of my heart; 
  I want to see you, to see you high and lifted up, 
  Shining in the light of your glory. Pour out your power and love, 
  As we sing, ‘Holy, holy, holy.’ I want to see you.

Give Thanks, O Christian People                              Mary Cathey 
Give thanks, O Christian people, for all who love the Lord, 
who live each day believing in God’s eternal Word: 
to share Christ’s love in living, to witness with each deed, 
to use the talents given to plant the gospel seed. 

In gratitude, we bring before you our tithes and offerings. Use our hands and feet to 
build up your kingdom in unexpected places. Use our financial resources to pursue 
justice in a broken world. Use our joy to overcome estrangement and bring peace. 
Use every part of our lives, we pray.   Amen. 
 

 

    The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray. ...    
  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
  Thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
  on earth as it is in heaven. 
  Give us this day our daily bread, 
  and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
  and lead us not into temptation,  
  but deliver us from evil. 
  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, now and forever.  Amen. 

 

 

 

                      I, the Lord of Sea and Sky                             Daniel L. Schutte 
                       

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 
 

 

Lift Every Voice and Sing          J. R. Johnson & J.W. Johnson 
        

 



 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for one  

another. This week, we pray especially for 
and the parish group listed below, that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives.  
 

Carol Barratt-Schmiege 

Maya Becho 

Lyssa Becho 

Carlos Becho 

Marilyn Boal 

Mervin Burtis 

Marten Compton 

Marcie Compton 

Grace Cook 

Richard K. Coryell 

Anne Louise Coryell 

Rosemary Coryell 

Elizabeth Coryell 

Ruthie Crook 

Cecilia Crook 

Kari Crook 

Ted Crook 

Dave Drok 

Belinda Drok 

Barbara Graham-Palmer 

Pete Jarrad 

Karen Jarrad 

Andrew Lenderink 

Annie Leong 

Ruth Michelhaugh 

Ruth Minert 

Paul Minert 

Phyllis Music 

David Noel 

Brenda Noel 

Al Parfitt 

 

Carol Parfitt 
Barbara Perl 
José Santamaría 

Grace Santamaría 
Joseph Santamaría 
Andrew Santamaría 
Chuck Schmiege 
Michael Sherrill 
Colleen Sherrill 
Abigail Sherrill 
Melanie Sherrill 
James Steffey 
Jacqueline Steffey 
James Stoddard 
Carole Stoddard 
 
 
 

 
Meredith Alspach 

The Rev. Amber Nettleton 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
 

 
Sound Team members 

 

 
Jeff Barnum 

 

 
Mark Loehrke 

 

Jim and Sue Weeldreyer 

 
Carl Witt, Music Director 

Autumn, Organist 
 



  

Cynthia Feucht (Mod), Heather Cloetingh, Al Parfitt, Deb Taylor 
 

                                 Kathy Jennings (Mod), Deb Taylor, Mark Loehrke, Pam Zandt 
 

Janet Todd (Mod), Becky Demcovitz, Bev Murray, Joseph Sablan 
 

                                              Ginny Dell (Mod), Jeff Barnum, Pam Zandt, Al Parfitt 
 

                                      Becky Demcovitz (Mod), Kathy Jennings, Oliver Takuh 
 

Mark Loehrke  
 

                                            Scott Wilson (Mod), Annaliese Bol, Craig Kortlandt, Pat Stromsta,  
          Cynthia Feucht, Bev Murray 

 

                                                          Craig Kortlandt (Mod), Susan Agostinelli, Becky Demcovitz 
 

Mark Ohrstrom (Mod), Susan Agostinelli, Jeff Barnum  
 

Pat Stromsta (Mod), Deb Taylor, Mark Ohrstrom, Joseph Sablan 
 

Thank you, thank you … to Aédin Clements, Evelyn Garner, Wendy King, Louise McCallum, 
Karen Nellums, and Carol Parfitt, who recently concluded terms of service as Deacons,  
providing care in many forms for others among our congregation.  
 

And thank you to Jill Barnum, Bob Brush, Richard Coryell, Ellen Dykhuis, Don Meldrum, 
and Heather Misner, who recently concluded terms of service as Elders, leading the program 
and operation of our congregation. Your gifts of time, energy, and inspiration have made  
love abound in our congregation in the many ways we witness to Christ in our world! 
 

 

ENVISIONING GOD’S CALL A positive focus to reinvigorate our life together, as we seek  
how God calls us to serve. We’ll come out with a plan. We’ll be filled with gratitude, joy,  
and hopeful energy! We are offering a series of meetings: Special meetings for youth and  

residents of Friendship Village, the Artisan (Heritage Community), and Bronson Place. 
 

Dates below are open to all people, meetings in the Dining Room.  
Wednesday, January. 18 at 6:00 p.m. or Sunday 11:30 a.m. - Jan. 22. 

Signup by using this url: https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn (or Gathering Place after worship).  
Kelly Short for more details: kellys@fpckzoo.org 

 

https://tinyurl.com/cnt8a4cn


 

There will be Sunday School this week immediately following time with the children.   
Preschool ... first graders will be in the classroom next to the nursery, and parents  
are encouraged to join them this week. Second to fifth graders will be in the third floor 
classroom. Please pick up your children from their classroom following Worship.  
The nursery is open for children age 3 and under.   

are for all students from grades 8 to 12.  

Normal meeting time (revised) is 5:30 —7:00 p.m., with snacks only. 
Jan. 15, Jan. 22, Jan. 29, Feb. 5, and Feb. 12. 
 

at Sherman Lake YMCA  Friday, Feb. 17 – Sun, Feb. 19  

This retreat will be based on the Matthew 25 initiative that calls us to act boldly and 
compassionately to serve people who are hungry, oppressed, imprisoned, and poor.  
This retreat will also serve as the confirmation “class” for this year for all who  
are interested. All 8 – 12 graders are welcome.   
Registration is required. Contact Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
 

 
 

— Totally Awesome Group, Together Alongside God 

Grades 5 to 7. Bi-weekly Wednesday at FPC. 6:30 — 7:30 p.m.   
Jan 18, Feb.1, Feb. 15. 
 

YOUTH/YOUNG ADULT: REGISTER NOW! 

Mission trips to West Virginia this summer are to serve the impoverished community  
of Colcord. Grades 8 - 12: August 5-12, 2023, College/Young Adults:  
June 24 - July 1, 2023. Contact Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
  

OVERDOSE PREVENTION & NARCAN TRAINING — Dining Room, 1-3 p.m. 
Training is designed to increase understanding, reduce stigma, and prevent fatal  
overdose due to substance use disorder/addiction. Everyone 18 years and up will be  
eligible for a free naloxone kit. Training lasts about two hours.  
REGISTRATION REQUIRED by Jan. 25: https://tinyurl.com/495werak.  
Meredith Alspach: mereditha@fpckzoo.org 

https://tinyurl.com/495werak


  

MARTHA CIRCLE  the 2nd Wednesday of the month, 3 p.m., the Gathering Place.  
“Celebrating Sabbath: Accepting God’s Gift of Rest and Delight.”  
All women are invited to join us for fellowship and study.  
Contact Elaine Johns at emjohns513@aol.com or 269.808.7109. 
 
 

NOODLING FAITH @ NOON  Tuesdays at Noon in the Gathering Place.  
“The End of White Christian America.” — Pastor Seth: sethw@fpckzoo.org 
 
 

SUNDAY ANNE-THOLOGY Sundays at 11:30 p.m. in the Library. Starts  
January 22. Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith. Raised 
with hodge-podge faith practice, she stumbled into a Presbyterian Church in a moment 
of crisis. Her life changed. Pastor Seth has prepared excerpts from her books, available 
in the church office.  Pastor Seth: sethw@fpckzoo.org  
 
 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Thursdays at 10:00 a.m. Rooms 314/315.  
The Sermon on the Mount — Beatitudes and Beyond — How Jesus  
calls us to live. Pastor Chrissy: chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
 
 

EDISON PROJECT NEWS — We are in need of one or more volunteer tutors for  
a third-grade classroom, to work on reading and spelling with the students. We also 
need one more person to provide monthly birthday treats for a classroom.  
 

If either of these volunteer commitments sounds interesting to you, please contact  
Nancy Johnson: nlj22@aol.com or Donna Schonveld: schonveld@comcast.net  
 

Because of your generosity, we were able to give each of the Edison students a book  
to keep as a Christmas gift from our congregation, and the students were thrilled to  
receive these books. Thanks for your continued support of Edison.  
We always welcome any supplies and/or checks for this Outreach Program.  

mailto:nlj22@aol.com
mailto:schonveld@comcast.net
https://tinyurl.com/495werak


 

RED CROSS BLOOD DRIVE — GIVE THE GIFT OF LIFE! 
Our friends at Trinity Lutheran Church at 504 S. Westnedge are hosting a Red Cross 
Blood Drive, and YOU ARE INVITED to come and give! The drive will run from 
11:00 a.m. to 4:45 p.m. on January 19. Sign up today by calling 1-800-RED-CROSS  
or by going to this link:  
https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=TLC   
 

THANK YOU! 
The Deacons would like to thank the many people who have contributed to the  
Meal Train this past year. 24 of you provided over 70 meals to our fellow members 
in their time of need. All the recipients have expressed heartfelt gratitude. 
 

If you would like to be added to our list of “meal makers,” or if you are in need  
of a Meal Train, please contact Nancy Johnson, 269.808.3669, your Deacon, 
or the church office. 

Hearts-to-Hands Card Ministry hopes the handmade cards our group members have  
created will be a blessing to you and others. We have a few cards for you in the  
Gathering Space TODAY! (January 15). Cards are offered on a donation basis only.  
We would love to have more crafters join us the second Monday of each month from  
1:00 to 3:00 p.m. — our next session is Monday, February 13. Contact Julie Kechele  
for info or to be added to our contact list: juliekech@gmail.com  

https://www.redcrossblood.org/give.html/drive-results?zipSponsor=TLC
mailto:juliekech@gmail.com


  

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 

Child Care, Rooms 208/211 

Worship, Sanctuary 

Card Ministry Sale, Gathering Place 

Session & Deacons Retreat,  

  Dining & Rooms 314/315/301 

Youth Groups 8-12,  

            Dining Room, Youth Room 

 

AA 

KSO, Sanctuary, Gathering Place 

Congregational Deacons, Room 301 

Scouts 

Men’s Fellowship, Archives 

Staff Meeting, Archives 

KZO Concert, Sanctuary 

Prayer Service, Sanctuary 

Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 

Session, Gathering Place 

T.A.G., 3rd Floor Class Room
 

 

 

 

9:00 a.m. Library Work Time, Library 

Women’s Bible Study, Rooms 314/315 

AA 

Food Addicts, Rooms 314/315 

Handbell Choir Rehearsal, 116 

Hope for Creation Meeting, Library 

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room

Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary

Child Care, Rooms 208/211 

Worship, Sanctuary

Green Presbyterians: Guest Speaker  

                 Rooms 314/315 

Youth Groups, 8-12,  

                 Dining Room, Youth Room 

 

  

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

 

7:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

12:00 p.m. 

4:00 p.m. 

5:30 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

7:00 p.m. 

9:00 a.m. 

9:30 a.m. 

10:00 a.m. 

11:00 a.m. 

5:30 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. 

5:00 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 

6:30 p.m. 



 

 
www.fpckzoo.org                                   facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
phone: (269) 344-0119                             Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Associate Pastor , x211         amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth, Families & Outreach, x208        mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x205         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Shelly Parkhurst, Communications x209           shellyp@fpckzoo.org  
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x204                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
 
 

 
January 22 

Third Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Matthew 4:12-23; 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
Baptisms 

 
January 29 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Micah 6:1-8; Matthew 5:1-12 

 

 
February 5 

Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

 Matthew 5:13-16;  
1 Corinthians 2:1-5, 9-13 

Communion 
 

February 12 
Sixth Sunday after Epiphany 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Psalm 119:1-8, 33-40; Matthew 5:17-24  

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect   

Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  

to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 


