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This month we begin another church program year. Faith formation, worship, and congregational life leaders are 
working hard to prepare for Sunday School classes, choirs, and other activities for all ages.  I’m excited about the 
possibilities and hope to reconnect with many church friends I’ve missed after a long Covid-altered couple of years, 
even as new visitors engage with us all the time. People who visit and join our congregation consistently give thanks 
for the worship experience, outreach service efforts in so many ways, classes offered, and, at best, friendly human 
caring connections. I wonder what you value, what you miss, and what would bring you joy and meaning to share 
(again) in our life together. Preparing for worship, I’m pondering what defines our congregational life—our inherent 
character underpinning important, more formal guiding statements made by the Presbyterian Church (USA), and our 
church mission statement. What makes our life together meaningful for other people and for me as I listen and  
perceive it?  
  
We learn and grow together, ever open to new perspectives and inspiration. In our humble, better natures, we realize 
that no one has all the answers. And we’re so often enriched, even amazed by insights from others. That’s what I 
love so much about class discussions we share. That’s what older doctrines/expressions of faith were in their time 
and place. How do we capture the core of our faith and connect anew in our current culture, integrating history,  
science, art, etc.? Education has always been a strength of our Presbyterian way in the world.  
  
We seek, we welcome, and we care for those who are lost. As we are self-aware, we realize that we all have times 
when we’re out of sorts or more deeply adrift in our sense of who we are and the direction of life. I expect those  
moments are the ones most profound in our memory, when a person or a place connected and made us feel at home. 
So many stories of scripture highlight this human experience. A core and oft-repeated affirmation is how God cares 
for widows, orphans, oppressed, outcast, least, lonely, lost people. And in our better moments, we get beyond self to 
notice and reach out to others.  
  
We share collective generosity and wisdom to steward our life together. I surely don’t know everything that happens 
in our church. I’m privileged to see so many people working faithfully, often unknown. Deacons, sound and video 
technicians, bakers and gardeners, counters and folders, committee members of all kinds- the list seems endless.  
The simple truth is that our church will not exist without the gifts and efforts of every person. There is no other secret 
source or magic formula to conjure life. It’s you and me. It’s not always easy; we get tired, face misunderstandings, 
say “Sorry”, and stay committed all the while. Still, our shared responsibility engenders so much shared gratitude 
and joy! 
  
We seek personal life, a society and world filled with God’s peace. We’re talking conflicts transformed into more 
friendly, respectful relations; and, even more, the fullness of life flourishing for all as God desires. We pursue this 
vision and reality in communion with people of all faiths—Christians and otherwise—celebrating our common  
humanity and the divine love in which we are all created. We work on local projects and international connections. 
We try to think about and address systemic equity. We begin with the hard work of making peace in our own hearts 
and homes, and families.  
  
Each of these points will be a theme for the first four weeks of our fall worship together. Even better, in God’s grace, 
this character will be revealed as we talk and smile, and even “tear up” together. This purpose will be fulfilled in the 
witness we provide to the world. I’m excited about the possibilities, and hope to reconnect with so many of you, 
church friends in Christ, as we share this living faith together! 
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September 4 
13th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Genesis 1:26-31, Matthew 25:31-40 
 

September 11 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 55:1-13, Colossians 3:1-4,12-17 

 
September 18 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Jeremiah 23:1-8, Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 25 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Timothy 6:6-19 

 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Closed on Fridays 

 
Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect Christ’s light in God’s world.  

 
Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace, we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture,  

compassionate service to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 
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Class of 2022 

Evelyn Garner 

Wendy King 

Louise McCallum 

Carol Parfitt 

Deb Weurding 

JoAnn Yochim 

 

Class of 2023 

Jan Carpenter 

Hillary Cloetingh 

Paul Minert 

Suzanne Weeldreyer 

Diane White 

Jim Young 

 

Class of 2024 

Aedín Clements 

Karen Nellums  

Jo Russell 

John Fiore 

Nancy Johnson 

Rick Taylor 

Class of 2022 
Jill Barnum 
Bob Brush 

Richard Coryell 
Ellen Dykhuis 
Kathy Jennings 
Don Meldrum 

Heather Misner 

Class of 2024 
Becky Demcovitz 

Cynthia Feucht 
 Mark Loehrke 

 Mark Ohrstrom 
 Pat Stromsta 

Heather Cloetingh  
Scott Wilson 

Clerk of Session: Allison Hammond                                                      
Youth Elder: Annalise Bol 

Class of 2023 
Susan Agostinelli 
Craig Kortlandt 

Deb Taylor 
Janet Todd 

Oliver Takuh 
Ginny Dell 

… will meet again this week in the sanctuary. This shorter service includes meditative music, brief reflection on the 
scripture for this week, all framed by prayer. We hope to share this time with you! 

We will continue with worship in the style of Taizé at 7:00 p.m. on the evening of September 11 . The East  
Transept will have chairs arranged in a circle with votive candles in the middle, one for each person attending. 
We’ll share a more contemplative rhythm of songs, readings, and silence. Come try it, or return for the time  
together that we’ve grown to cherish! 

Prayer Partners meets on the second Sunday of the month, September 11, in Room #301. 
 
 

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of our church.  
Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community and one another.   
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The following motions were adopted at the August 24, 2022, Session Meeting: 
 
     Approved the following distribution of funds from Richard Byce, Dayton Maynard, James Welch, Elsie Johnson, 
and special memorial for Tom Kasdorf: 
 

Organ/Piano Maintenance $4,013 
General Fund           $720 
Performing Arts        $1,000 
     Total             $5,850 
      
Approved the following dates for Communion:  
 

September 11, 2022 
October 2, 2022  
November 6, 2022 
December 24, 2022 
 

January 8, 2023 
February 5, 2023 
February 26, 2023 
March 5, 2023 
 

April 6, 2023 
April 9, 2023 
May 7, 2023       
May 28, 2023 
June 4, 2023 

We are updating member records. Over the next few months, we will reach out to you for updated  
information to serve the congregation better. 

 Pastor Seth reviewed possibilities for a pilgrimage in 2023: suggested were Camino de Santiago, Iona Abbey, and 
Ghost Ranch. If you are interested, please contact Seth for summary details and to clarify your interest. Seth will  
collect and collate interest until early September, then discern a suitable schedule for next year and following 
years. Even if you mentioned interest in recent weeks / months, please contact Seth to ensure that you’re on the 
list! 

 

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Sunday evening of each month. 
We’ll next meet on the evening of September 25.  Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, 
we’ll share a more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple 
songs, too. Come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

CTV NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Our crew is awesome, but they need help! Burnout is real. Only you can keep this service available to the community by 
volunteering! Consider participating in our active outreach ministry by making a meal for a Wednesday night community 
dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you need along the way!  For more information or to get you or your small 
group on the schedule, please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org
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As we live into this season of forging connections through sharing our stories at FPC, the story-gathering team wants to 
share a bit of what we have come to learn about people in our congregation. So, each month, the Presbyter will feature a 
story spotlight section where we share something about the people we see around church. Let’s get to know one another 
better! 
 

If you have a story you’d like to share, let Pastor Chrissy know!  

  

It was the early 1950’s, a beautiful Sunday morning, and a spirited young woman with a most engaging smile set out 
walking from her home on Oak Street to visit First Presbyterian Church. The daughter of a dairy farmer in Illinois, 
Amy Anderson had attended a small Presbyterian church in Coal City, a small Presbyterian Liberal Arts college in 
Monmouth, and now she yearned to find a Presbyterian church home in Kalamazoo. Up the stairs and into the nave, 
she was in awe of the grandeur of the sanctuary and the stained glass windows. She felt intimidated, not comfortable 
that she would understand church in a “cathedral”. She was about to leave and not come back when someone called out 
to her, encouraging her to stay. Amy remembers how welcoming Virginia “Jo” Carpenter was to her that day, and says 
it changed her life. Accompanied by her daughter Nancy, Amy recently sat with church member Sue Caulfield to talk 
about life over the years at First Presbyterian Church. 
 

Amy moved to Kalamazoo with her husband, Robert, a WW II veteran and an organic chemist in research with the 
Upjohn Company. Here they raised Nancy, along with their sons David and Dale. The family had just one car, since 
Amy had never learned to drive. She was a homemaker, and she loved it. 
 

In 1954, the Rev. Charles Johnson, then senior pastor, visited Amy and Rob at their home, inviting them to bring their 
firstborn David to be baptized in the Church. Amy remembers feeling timid standing in front of the congregation on 
that occasion. To this, Sue expressed surprise, since Amy ran up to the front of the church just a few years ago, leading 
everyone in a song “because the Spirit moved her”. Amy said she shocked herself that day, palms sweating, and  
explained that Pastor Seth had given a sermon that morning that really touched her heart. When her children were very 
young, Amy brought them to church and helped in the nursery.  
 

Nancy remembers attending Sunday School, singing with the Children’s and Youth choirs, and helping the Rev. Wayne 
Conner, then associate pastor, with the Youth Group. A highlight of these years for Nancy was hearing about the  
Rev. Dr. Margaret Towner, who in 1956 became the first woman in the USA to be ordained in the Presbyterian Church. 
Nancy said it instilled in her a feeling of entitlement that she, too, could grow up to become a leader. 
 

Meanwhile, following in her mother’s and aunt’s footsteps back in Coal City, Amy became active in Presbyterian 
Women. She started in the kitchen during special events, and later served on the Board as secretary, treasurer, and  
eventually president. She was thankful to be making so many friends and for the opportunity to help organize and raise 
money for mission trips and events that helped provide for those in need. Not only did Amy serve in these many  
capacities on the Board, but this Presbyterian Woman also was secretary here at First Presbyterian Church for eleven 
years during the Rev. Conner’s reign. Wow! 
 

We thank Sue Caulfield and Joanne Meier for their generosity in bringing us the delightful Amy Anderson and her  
stories of faith and family. We thank Nancy, and we thank you, Amy. Your joy and gratitude shine in all you do. May 
God continue to bless you on your journey. 
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I love stories.  Not just in books, but in stories that people share with me.  It all started when I was a young child and 
mainly had adults in my life to talk to.  At about age three, I visited the neighbors in the apartment next door as soon 
as I heard them return from work.  They told me about working for the Detroit News, and other adventures.  My 
grandparents lived downstairs and told me stories of the Depression and what it was like when they were young.  So 
when my family moved out of Detroit to the “suburbs”, I found it hard to play with the neighborhood children.  Of 
course I did, but what I really enjoyed was talking to their mothers.  By age seven or so, I would go across the street 
if I saw Mrs. Castagna sitting on her porch.  She would tell me about her diabetes or whatever ailment she had at the 
moment.  Down the street was Mrs. Holzworth.  I learned that she was twenty-nine, an age that seemed ancient to 
me at the time, and that she was from Cleveland.  I knew all the moms.  They told me about their lives, and I learned 
about people from hearing their stories.  
 

Years later, I went to graduate school to work on my Master’s Degree in education.  The Counseling Department 
was looking for students whom they could “practice” on.  I volunteered, and I, as a thirty-five-year-old mother, was 
given a twenty-three-year-old counselor.  She didn’t seem to be able to relate to me, and by the end of the semester, 
when the professor asked for my critique, I told him I thought I was in the wrong chair!  So he challenged me to  
return and study in his department.  And the rest is history. I spent the next thirty-six years listening to people’s  
stories.  I learned so much about people from listening. I learned that all people have stories and all people have 
pain, and all people need to be heard and loved. I felt called by God into this profession and know that God opened 
many doors for me.  But the person I am also thankful for is Mrs. Castagna.  She taught me how to listen.   
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Beginning September 11, we will meet from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the church Dining Room and Youth Room.   
Next meeting dates:9/18 , 9/25 

 

SAVE THE DATE: Saturday October 1-Sunday October 2.  

The Edison School Project is once again asking you to join us in person to help the children of Edison  
Elementary School. We hope to have church members read with students, tutor, bring their dogs in to “listen” to 
new readers, and supply monthly birthday treats to every classroom. Unfortunately, treats will have to be  
store-bought this year. 
 
KPS is welcoming us back; masks are optional. Edison is still operating in the building at  3333 S. Westnedge  
Avenue while their new school is being built. 
 
Donations of school supplies, particularly Ticonderoga pencils and tissues, are most welcome. We are also grateful 
for financial support that enables us to buy books, help with field trips, and teacher appreciation. 
 
We appreciate your support! Look for more information in the Presbyter and at church in the coming weeks. 
 
Please let us know if you can help. Stop us in church or email:    
Donna Schonveld      schonveld@comcast.net           Nancy Johnson    nlj22@aol.com 

The T.A.G. 5/6/7  Group will meet bi-weekly, on Wednesdays, in the 3rd floor classroom on September 14 and 28 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Our young adult group met for a Paint Night at the church in August, before many of them headed back to colleges 
across the state, and others moved into the next transition in their lives. We painted fireflies being released from a  
jar and reminded them to take their light - the light of Christ - out into the world. Looking forward to the next time  
we gather - likely during winter break time!  

mailto:schonveld@comcast.net
mailto:nlj22@aol.com
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FPC offers a number of educational and fellowship opportunities for adults! Find a time that works for you, 
or a connection you want to make, and reach out. We’d love to have you join us! If there is a small group for 

education or fellowship that you would like to start, reach out to Pastor Chrissy. She’s happy to help           
support new ideas!  

 Usual Location Contact Time 

Sunday    

Prayer Partners Room 301 Pat Stromsta September 4 
9:00 a.m. 

PRESBYPALOOZA!  
Kick-off potluck and fun! 

Dining Room  September 18  
after Worship 

Monday       

Thoughtful Readers Room 300 Bev Murray and  
Donna Schonveld 

September 26, 7 p.m. 
“The Maid” by Nita Prose  

Tuesday       

Men’s Fellowship Archives Bill Sorenson 7:00 a.m. every Tuesday 

Tuesday Noon Study : 
Anne-thology 

Library Seth Weeldreyer Tuesdays at noon,  
beginning September 13 
 

Wednesday       

Noon Prayer Service Sanctuary Seth Weeldreyer Every Wednesday at 
noon. 

Martha Circle Gathering Place Elaine Johns September 14 
3:00 p.m. 

Thursday       

Women’s Bible Study Room 314 Chrissy Westbury 
Pat Stromsta 

9:30 a.m. every Thursday 
starting September 15 

  

Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith. Having been 
raised with hodge-podge faith practice, she stumbled into a Presbyterian 
Church in a moment of crisis. Her life changed. And she wants to share the 
beauties, hard realities, humble struggles, and passionate perspectives. Her 
colorful writing style is compelling and inspiring. Pastor Seth will prepare 
excerpts from her numerous books, available in the church office.  
 
We’ll meet in the Library on Tuesdays at noon, September 6, 13, 20, and 27.  
 
Contact Seth with any questions.  
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What is Presbypalooza? 
 

This year, Presbypalooza will be Sunday, Sept. 18, after church. Bring a snack, salad, or sweet to pass. Beverages 
will be provided. We will gather in the Dining Hall and the Gathering Place. 
 

There will be games, music, food, and fun! 
 

Where did this idea come from? 
 

In 2021, several church leaders and Session committee moderators were looking for a fun way to mark the  
traditional back-to-church and the resumption of Sunday school celebration at the summer’s end.  

 

In the past, the church went out to the farm of a member of the  
congregation or another farm for a hayride. But with COVID concerns, 
sitting close together in a farm wagon did not seem like a good idea.  
 

Being outdoors did seem to be a good idea. And the church had recently 
added the property at what we now call the Pine Island campus where 
this could take place. Worshippers had gathered there during the summer 
as a safe place to get together, and the congregation was becoming more 
familiar with the Pine Island Property. So a plan was launched to have an 
event there.  
 

It would feature games, bring your own picnic, music, and a way to learn 
more about the volunteer and donation opportunities at First Presbyterian 
Church. And it needed a fun name—something like  Lallapalooza, only 

with a Presbyterian spin. Someone said Presbypalooza.  
Everyone laughed, and the event had its name.  
 

On the day of the event, there was a good turnout. People 
took part in the cornhole championship competition,  
complete with trophies. People mingled over their picnic 
meals. People walked the property to find out what was on 
the Pine Island campus. They had the opportunity to review 
the posters created by each of the church’s committees and 
sign up to volunteer. They also could turn in their annual 
pledge, if they wanted to help get the annual drive off to a 
good start. 
 

            Will it be the same as last year?  
 

            The main difference is that the event will be at the 
church downtown this year. As the need to be outside 
has waned and people’s desire to be together has 
grown, the organizers decided to schedule the event 
at the church.  
 

Who is behind the celebration? 
 

Presbypalooza is a production of the Faith Formation, 
Congregational Life, and Stewardship Committees.  
If you have questions we have not answered, please 
contact Jill Barnum, Faith Formation moderator; 
Richard Coryell, Stewardship moderator; Janet Todd, 
Congregational Life moderator; or Pastor Chrissy 
Westbury. 

Creative fun at the first Presbypalooza in 2021.  
This year the event will be at the church  
downtown. 

The competition was fierce during the cornhole championship!  

People mingled under the tent at the first Presbypalooza.  
Colorful posters in the background told people of the many 
ways they could volunteer in the church and the community.  
Pledges also were accepted  

PresbyPalooza! 
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Photos courtesy Fran Dwight/Southwest Michigan's Second Wave 

“We’ve created a place in the heart of the community where children 
can gather and connect with nature,” said Jody Brylinsky, who 
chairs the Planning Committee for the Children’s Nature Playscape. 
  

Playscapes are nature-inspired landscapes where children ages 2 to 
10 can engage in creative, unstructured play with natural elements in 
a park-like setting. Brylinsky noted that access to nature is a public 
health issue. Promoting the use of natural areas by children helps 
reduce health disparities and builds environmental values in children 
as they grow to become future stewards of the Earth, she added. 
  

 
 
 

Use of the Children’s Nature Playscape on Bronson Park is free to the 
public, and it is designed to be inclusive and barrier-free. Children and 
families of all abilities and backgrounds can come there to learn, grow, 
and play together.  
  

The local playscape offers an accessible paved walkway, log benches for 
children, and artistic benches for adults. Native tall grass, shrubs, and 
other plants border the site, including play structures, turf, and a  
pondless stream. Signage will be inclusive and culturally appropriate. 
  
Brylinsky said the grand opening marks the end of the project’s first 
phase for $1.2 million, with about $1 million raised so far. Initial  
funding came from First Congregational Church, making it possible to 
purchase the property and begin the planning phase. Area foundations, non-profit agencies, and local donors provided  

additional support. First Presbyterian Church was among those  
donors with a gift of $65,000 that helped construct a Portland  
Loo at the Playscape site.  
  

Jody Brylinsky, in-a-thank you letter expressing gratitude for the gift, 
said: "Thank you for your generous financial gift of $65,000 to  
support the purchase and installation of the Portland Loo for  
Children's Nature Playscape or Bronson Park.  
  

"This is an amazing gift, and thanks to your generosity, the  
Children's Nature Playscape is moving forward! As you know, we just 
celebrated the official groundbreaking, and construction is starting to 
take shape. We plan to include the Portland Loo as part of Phase 1, at 
least the infrastructure."  
  

 
 

The goal is to complete Phase 2 of the Playscape in early 2023. 
  

 "While the trees and shrubs may take a while to mature, we have 
made a special place for raised garden beds and plan to have  
pollinator plants galore to draw in birds. We are also reaching out to 
numerous educational, cultural, spiritual, and youth-focused  
community partners to begin to think about programming and  
ongoing support; I hope that First Presbyterian Church willfind a 
way to  participate as well," Brylinsky said. 
  
Phase 2, estimated to cost about $600,000, will allow the Playscape 
to complete the natural setting with additional materials and final 
landscaping, including bringing in the native diversity of plants. 
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Are you a woman looking for fellowship and a stronger connection to the church?  Martha Circle may be for you! 
We are a small group of women who meet monthly to support one another in our Christian faith. There are no  
membership requirements, and all women are welcome. We share concerns and joys, study together, and explore what 
it means to be a Christian woman in today's world. We also provide cookies for Celebrate the Vision on our meeting 
day. Our regular meeting time is 3:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month, from September through June.  
We will meet on Wednesday, September 14, in the Gathering Place, and continue the Presbyterian Women's Bible 
Study, “What My Grandmothers Taught Me - Learning from the Women in Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus”. Each      
lesson is self-contained, so you can join us at any time. September's lesson is about Bathsheba (identified in the  
genealogy only as the wife of Uriah), who finds her voice and influences kings.            
 

All women are invited and will be warmly welcomed!  
 

Please contact Elaine Johns (269-323-7395) or emjohns513@aol.com) for more information.  

 

We humans are not thinking about winter yet, but it’s the primary concern 
of the bees already.  
 

The bees are now two thriving colonies that are being cared for by Bob 
Candido on the Pine Island Campus, where they help pollinate the garden 
growing there.  
 

In late June, Bob moved the queen and several frames of brood over to an 
adjacent starter hive box.  
 

The “mother” hive began 
the process of spawning a 
new queen. It was a  
success!  Also, it appears 
that the bees will produce  
excess honey for harvest 
this year,  which will be 

part of the  
produce of the Pine Island Garden Community that goes to local 
food pantries. 
 

At this time of year, beekeepers are concerned about the health of 
the colony and keeping parasitic pests under control, especially the 
aptly named Varroa Destructor mite which can decimate a hive if 
left unchecked. 
 

The bees born at this time of year must survive through the winter. Unlike, their spring and summertime sisters who 
live less than a couple of months, winter bees live 100-200 days until spring buildup of the next generation begins 
anew. That means the new bees emerging now must be in prime health to go the distance of Michigan’s long winter. 

  

On Sunday, October 2, beginning at 11:30, the Myrtle Project will host an event in the dining room. Facilitated by 
Sue Caulfield, attendees will have an opportunity to use various objects as they find non-verbal ways to tell their 
own stories as they relate to transition, change, and perhaps grief. All materials will be provided, and no prior  
experience is needed. We encourage members of our FPC family to join us for what will likely be an experience 
that is both illuminating and enjoyable. The event will end by1:00 p.m. and lunch will be provided.  
Please RSVP to Sue (michsooh@gmail.com) or Pastor Chrissy (chrissyw@fpckzoo.org). 

mailto:michsooh@gmail.com
mailto:chrissyw@fpckzoo.org
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Date Start Time Event Place 

 Sunday, September 4 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary  

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, September 5 6:30 p.m. Congregational Life Meeting Zoom 

  7:30 p.m. Communications Committee Zoom 

Tuesday, September 6 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 12:00 p.m. Seth Noon Study :Anne-thology Library 

Wednesday, September 7 10:00 a.m. Yoga Dining Room 

 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

Thursday, September 8 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 6:00 p.m. Property & Maintenance Library 

 5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Room 116 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Choir Room 

Sunday, September  11 9:00 a.m. Additional Adult Choir Rehearsal  Sanctuary 

 10:00 a.m. Church Service Room 301 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

 7:00 p.m. Taizé Worship  The East Transept 

Monday, September 12 1:00 p.m. Card Ministry Craft Room 

 Tuesday, September 13 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 12:00 p.m. Seth Noon Study :Anne-thology Library 

  7:00 p.m. PEO Chapter CN Gathering Place 

 7:00 p.m. Finance Meeting Archives 

Wednesday, September 14 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 3:00 p.m. Martha Circle Gathering Place 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate The Vision Dining Room 

  6:00 p.m. Personnel Meeting Library 

 7:00 p.m. Outreach Meeting Archives 

 7:00 p.m. Worship and Music Zoom 

 Thursday, September 15 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

  9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Room 314/315 

 5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal Room 116 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

Below is a total list of all the public church events in June-July (excluding meetings and regular church     
services). Any missing dates on the calendar have been intentionally skipped, as there are no public church 
events on those days. 

Keep your eye on our Facebook page to learn more about upcoming events.  
https://www.facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 

Mark your calendars! Sunday School Kick-off September 11! 
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Date Start Time Event Place 

Sunday, September 18 9:00 a.m. Additional Adult Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 
 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary 

 11:00 a.m. PresbyPalooza Dining Room, Gathering Place  

 Monday, September 19  Presbyter Deadline for Articles  

 7:00 p.m. Congregational Deacons Rooms 314/315 

Tuesday, September 20 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 12:00 p.m. Seth Noon Study :Anne-thology Library 

Wednesday, September 21 10:00 a.m. Yoga Dining Room 

 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

Thursday, September 22 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

  9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Room 314/315 

 5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal Room 116 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

Sunday, September 25 9:00 a.m. Additional Adult Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 

 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, September 26 7:00 p.m. Thoughtful Readers Room 300 

Tuesday, September 27 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 12:00 p.m. Seth Noon Study :Anne-thology Library 

Wednesday, September 28 10:00 a.m. Yoga Dining Room 

 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

 6:30 p.m. Session Gathering Place 

Thursday, September 29 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Room 314/315 
 5:00 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal Room 116 

 6:30 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Choir Room 

Saturday, October 1  Youth Lock-In Youth Room, Dining  Room 

Sunday, October 2  Youth Lock-In Youth Room, Dining Room 

 9:00 a.m. Additional Adult Choir Rehearsal Sanctuary 

 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Meeting  Room 301 

 11:30 a.m. Myrtle Project – October Event  Dining Room 

This year, Presbypalooza will be Sunday, September 18, after church. Bring a snack, salad, or sweet to pass.  
Beverages will be provided. We will gather in the Dining Room and the Gathering Place. 
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11  Carol Parfitt 
      Sandy Rozelle 
      Lindsey Walters 
 
12  Mardy Grant 
      Dawn Marciniak 
      Laurie Tupper 
 
13 Brenda Noel 
     Paul Schonveld 
  Faith Simpson 
 
14  Steve Johnkoski 
 
15 Paul Hartwigsen 
  Jim Mitchell 
     Mary Smyser   
 
16 Cameron Lozeau 
 
17  Cole Lewis  
   Joya Ruff                       
 
18  Lee Mizeur   
      Kay Vermeulen 
      Alex Wall Emerson 
 
19  Anne Gladstone 
      Kevin Plemmons 
      Deborah Taylor 
 
20  Caroline Elliott 
      Kaylin Taylor 
      William Willoughby 
 
 

21  Robert Brush 
      Cathy Cook 
      Linda Parks 
      John Todd  
 
22  Susan Anthony 
      Derick Elliott 
 
23 Becky Demcovitz 
  Laura Schreiner 
 
24 Char Hansen 
 
25 Miranda Fiore 
  Sonya Scarff 
 
26 Jane Hamilton  
   Jeff Daniels  
 
27  Kevin Hollenbeck 
      Matthew Loughrin 
      Morgan Schut 
      Rick Taylor 
 
28 Robert Britigan III 
 
29  Marilyn Boal 
      Aedín Clements 
      Helen Ferrando 
   Jill Piwko 
      
30  Elizabeth Hamilton  
      Gary Elfring 

1   Paul Minert 
  Jackson Matthews 
 
2   Marlene Stoops 
      
3    Laura Boersma 
      Stan Clouse 
      Max Hubbard 
      Barb Kafil 
       
4    Marianne Crawford 
      Louise McCallum 
      Sandra Western 
 
5   Caroline Breisach 
  Charles Green 
      Diane Hunt 
 
 6   Timothy Tyler 
    Maya Van Heest 
      Deborah Wiebeck 
 
 8   Jan Bedrosian 
     Craig Oliver 
  Allison Myers 
     Annabelle Rigg 
     Kenny Sparks 
 
 9  Michele Andrews 
  Ginny Dell 
     Sue Forsch 
     Sue Potts 
  Ethan Nettleton 
 
10 Martha Finjap 
  Mary Kittredge 
     Greg Lozeau 
     Jim VanBuren 

If you are a church      
member and we have 
missed your birthday, 

please let Kelly know.: 
kellys@fpckzoo.com 
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Editor’s note: A version of the following remarks were presented by Deb Taylor at the June 5 Sunday worship  
service. 
 

One of our church’s strengths is our outreach. This is something we’re known for. We have always been willing to 
give time, energy, and funding to those in need or those looking for God’s grace. Many of us were attracted to First 
Presbyterian because of the strong outreach programs. I want to tell you about an Inreach program. There is a group 
within our church walls that needs our help.  
 

Last fall, our Sunday School program started up again after more than a year of being closed down due to COVID. 
Not knowing how many children we’d have, we started slowly and carefully…with the nursery available for babies 
and preschoolers and one class for kindergarteners through fifth graders. Gradually, over this school year, the  
number of kids coming to Sunday school has grown (which is wonderful!). We now often have as many as 15  
children in the school-age classroom. On a recent Sunday, we had four little ones in the nursery. We hope that these 
numbers will continue to grow! 
 

I want to thank those who have been volunteering this past year to keep the Sunday School program going for the 
church’s children.  
 

Our goal for next fall is to divide the current school-age group class into two classes – Kindergarten through second 
grade and third through fifth grade. This will make it much easier to engage the children in the stories, and plan  
projects that are age appropriate. To add one additional classroom and schedule teachers and shepherds, so they only 
work only one Sunday a month…we will only need 20 people. Here is where the Inreach comes in. Here is where 
we will need only your help! 
 

Working in the nursery means being there to help the paid childcare provider who is there every week. You need to 
show up, be willing to eat a lot of pretend food, play with cars and trucks (come to church and play with cars and 
trucks!), know the names of most animals and the sounds they make, and snuggle and rock sleepy babies. 
 

In the classroom with the school-age children, we have a teacher and a shepherd…this can be two adults or one adult 
and a high school youth. Meredith gives the teacher the lesson in advance and will offer as much help and direction 
as is wanted. There is usually a lesson, discussion about the lesson, and a craft or project. The curriculum we’re  
using has lots of activities to choose from. So, you can approach the lesson in a way that’s comfortable for you. 
Again, Meredith is always here, and the volunteers who have been teaching this year will be glad to offer help and 
guidance.  
 

The shepherd is another adult or older youth in the room to be an extra set of hands to help with the project or take 
little ones to the restroom. To be a shepherd, there is no preparation needed…just show up when you’re scheduled. 
This is an important Inreach project that will affect the life of our church for years to come.  
 

When a child is baptized in our church, the congregation makes the following promise, “We, as members of the 
church of Jesus Christ, promise to guide and nurture this child, by word and deed, with love and prayer, encouraging 
them to know and follow Christ, and to be a faithful member of Christ’s church.” Are you willing to help us fulfill 
that promise to the beautiful children of our church? There’s no age limit or experience needed. Will you help with 
this Inreach project?  
 

I’ve been teaching for a while, and I can promise you there is no better reward than watching little ones grow up 
within this church family. If you have love to give, that’s enough; God provides the rest. Please contact Pastor 
Chrissy Westbury (chrissyw@fpck.org), Director of Youth and Families Meredith Alspach (mereditha@fpck.org), 
or Elder Jill Barnum (jmbarnum68@gmail.com) with your willingness to help. I hope to see you at the first teachers’ 
meeting next fall.  
 
Thank you ! 
 
Deb Taylor 
 

mailto:chrissyw@fpck.org
mailto:mereditha@fpck.org
mailto:jmbarnum68@gmail.com
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Our rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 8, in preparation for Sunday, September 11.  
Handbell Choir will be meeting at 5:30 in Room 116, Adult Choir at 7:00 p.m. in the Gathering Place. 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage 
each person to make a wise decision: 

• The CDC strongly urges ALL people, regardless of vaccination status, to 
wear a mask in public places. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have  

• symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

As always, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ 
from your own. 

The planned Columbarium Renovation is about to begin. We anticipate an increase in the Columbarium Niche Fees.  
There is a limited number of Niches available in the existing space; if you are interested in obtaining a Niche in the  
current space, please contact Kelly or Louise regarding the available locations.   
 
A signed contract and payment are required to ensure your request is granted. 

Meetings of the Thoughtful Readers Book Club will resume in September. We will meet on the fourth Monday of eve-
ry month in Room 300 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. . 

 
If you have business related to the bulletin or Presbyter, or general activities to coordinate with the calendar and for 
which you seek office support, please contact Kelly, kellys@fpckzoo.org.   
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
 
FPC Parish Associates:   

 The Reverend Dr. Liz Candido, ecandido@kzoo.edu 
 The Reverend Amber Nettleton,  amber.nettleton@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

 
FPC STAFF  

(269) 344-0119  
(telephone extensions are listed below) 

 
Pastor 
The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
sethw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 202 
 

Associate Pastor 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury 
chrissyw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext 203  
 
Director of Youth & Families  
Meredith Alspach 
mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 208 
 
Operations / Communications Coordinator  
Kelly Short 
kellys@fpckzoo.orgo.org  
Ext. 209 
 
Financial Coordinator 
Louise Taylor 
louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 206 
 
 
Director of Music 
Carl Witt 
carlw@fpckzoo.org 
 
Organist 
Autumn 
autumn@fpckzoo.org 
 
 
Building Superintendent 
Shawn Smith            
Shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 213 
 

Custodian (Ext. 213):  
Randy Randt 
Logan McCafferty 
 
South Lobby Receptionists (Ext. 221) 
Bruce Birkel                 Sandy Sinotte 
Deb Weurding              Bob Brush III 
 
 

      
 

Hearing Assistance Devices for in-person worship services can be  
requested from any usher, or you may call the church office in advance. 
 

Copies of large-print bulletins and announcements are available every 
Sunday morning for in-person Worship. Ask one of the ushers for a copy. 
 

If you would like to receive weekly e-mail updates about events in the life  
of FPC, please contact Kelly Short at kellys@fpckzoo.org and ask that your 
e-mail address be added to the list. 
 

DVD’s can be created for those with limited access to our services. You may 
call 344-0119 to place an order. 
 

Gluten-free bread is served at all communion services. 

  

Our congregation publishes the Presbyter on a monthly  
basis, with the exception of bi-monthly issues in the 

summer and during the Christmas season. While this may change with the  
complications of planning in our country’s situation, here is the tentative 
schedule for the August issue. 
 
  Issue    Deadline for Content    Folding Date   Mailing Date 

 October     September 13           TBD            TBD 

 

Many members receive the Presbyter newsletter via e-mail only, to help 
conserve paper and other resources. If you would like to have your name  
removed from the USPS mailing list, please contact us. 
 
The Presbyter is also available for viewing on the FPC website: 
http://fpckzoo.org/about/resources/presbyter/ 

Sign up for announcements and links to online Worship; it’s as easy as 1, 2, 3!  
 
1. Go to the FPC website (http://fpckzoo.org/) and scroll to 

the bottom of the page.   
2. There is a short form to complete (email address, first 

name, and last name).   
3. When it is completed, just hit “subscribe” and your name 

will be added to our email list. 
 
Emails containing announcements are generally sent on Thursday afternoons. 
If you haven’t received it by Friday afternoon, please look in your “junk”. 
and/or “spam” folder to see if it went there. 
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