
  

“This whole trip is serving. Not just the 
obvious construction aspect, but the 

way we take care of one another, like a 
few people clearing the table for the 

collective each day. “ 

“God’s whole thing is love, so we should take care of 
the people around us and the word that we’re given.” 

Quotations and pictures from the 2022 Youth Mission Trip to West Virginia. 
Statement on the church is from the Guiding Statement approved by the 225th General Assembly. 

“At the thrift shop, we were united by 
all of the clothes coming together and 

all of us helping each other find 
things and try things that we might 
have been hesitant to try before.” 

“United means that our differences 
bring us together.” 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Concerto in A Minor  mvt 2             Vivaldi/arr. J.S. Bach 
      

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
We gather today to worship the One who created us, 

The One who calls us, 
The One who equips us, 

The One who loves us without end. 
With joyful hearts, let us worship God. 

      

         “Arise, Your Light is Come!”              Ruth Duck 

God is gracious and merciful, and knows our needs even before they reach our lips. Still, 
we engage in confession, admitting to God all that rests uneasily in our hearts. Confident 
of God’s love, let us make our confession, first in silent prayers.  

 

Holy God, hear our prayer:  
For the mending of our hearts, torn apart by our unkindness;  
For the healing of our souls, wasting away from the despair around us; 
For the forgiveness we seek for the sin we have allowed to persist; 
For the reconciliation of the world, whose division condemns us; 
We pray for the courage to admit our fault, 
The strength to amend our actions, 
And the hope that your grace awaits us. 
Through Christ we pray. Amen.   

  Prayer continues in silence 
   



  

“Lord, Have Mercy”           Richard Proulx 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

   

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
Friends, in all of life and death we belong to God. In sovereign love, God created the 
world good. Jesus proclaimed God’s reign and was raised by the same Spirit who sets 
us free to accept ourselves and love others. 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing as we work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 
    

       
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace, through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.  

   

Genesis 1:26-31        Old Testament, p. 1 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
 
 
 



 

     Concerto in A Minor mvt 1     Vivaldi/arr. By J.S. Bach 

Matthew 25:31-40        New Testament, p. 29 
 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
     

United, Serving, Alive! 
   

       “Together We Serve”      Daniel Charles Damon 
 

  . 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

   

“I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”     African American spiritual 
Caitlin Brooks, clarinet

I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna sing so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 

    “Lord, Prepare Me”       John Thompson / Randy Scruggs 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

  . 

Holy and generous God, your abundant provision teaches us the way you intend for 
your world. Help us to grow daily in your image as we seek your economy of abundant 
grace. We thank you today for your goodness and love, which overflow, and for the 
opportunity to share what we have and to do your work in the world. Amen.

    The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
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Please keep in your thoughts and prayers the souls of 
Chuck Thiele 

Carolyn Houdek 
Dave Fenton 

Betty Van Der Slik  

Opening Sentences and Prayer of Confession written by Beth Merrill Neel on her blog, ‘Hold Fast to What Is 
Good’.  Used with permission.  

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

  . 

          “Live Into Hope”       Jane Parker Huber 
      

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

  

 
We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Sunday evening of 
each month. We’ll next meet on the evening of September 25.  Amid the natural beauty of the 
grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and  
conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple songs, too.  
 
Come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

 



 

 

There is no Sunday School this week. Families are invited to take advantage of the Prayground 
during Worship.  
  

Please note that the Nursery is available today for parents who may need to take a break with 
their little ones but there is no nursery supervisor on duty. 

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always listen best when they’re sitting still. 
 The intention is to give parents a way to worship with their children - a way that makes it  
       easier for families. 

Ways to use the Prayground 
 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a “stretch” break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 

… will meet again this week in the sanctuary. This shorter service includes meditative music, brief 
reflection on scripture for this week, all framed by prayer. We hope to share this time with you! 

 

Joe, Susan, Nicholas and Grace Agostinelli 
Amy, Kenneth, Megan, and Elizabeth Bell 
Michael Bova 
Nancy Colburn 
Kathy and Don Cooney 
Ellen Dykhuis 
Carol Eddy 
Richard and Julie Hakken 
Bruce and Kathleen Houtman 
Marilyn Jauch 
Barbara Kafil 

Mark, Sharon, Maxwell, Molly, and Jake Longman 
Krista Matthews and Katrina Jackson  
   and Dean Jackson 
W. Craig and Diane Misner 
Richard and Karen Nellums 
William, Shelley, and Jason Rylander 
Paul and Donna Schonveld 
David and Sandra Standish 
Richard and James Steele 
Neil Stuut 
Laurie Tupper 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Carol Parfitt and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives.  
 

Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon and parish group.  



  

 

 

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of 
our church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community 
and for one another.   

Mark your calendars!!! 
Sunday School Kick-off September  11!!! 

  

Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith.  
Having been raised with hodge-podge faith practice, she stumbled into a  
Presbyterian Church in a moment of crisis. Her life changed. And she 
wants to share the beauties, hard realities, humble struggles, and passionate 
perspectives. Her colorful writing style is compelling and inspiring. Pastor 
Seth will prepare excerpts from her numerous books, available in the 
church office.  
 

We’ll meet in the Library on Tuesdays at noon, September 6, 13, 20, and 
27. Contact Seth with any questions.  

Beginning on September 11, we will meet on Sundays, from 5:30-7:00 p.m., in the Church 
Dining room and Youth-Room.  Next meeting dates: September  11, 18 and 25. 

The T.A.G. 5/6/7  Group will meet bi-weekly, on Wednesdays, in the 3rd floor classroom on 
September 14 and 28 from 6:30-7:30 p.m. 

Mark your calendars!  Youth Lock-in October 1 and 2 here at FPC.  



 
 

The Edison School Project is once again asking you to join us IN PERSON to help the children of 
Edison Elementary School. We hope to have church members read with students, tutor, bring their 
dogs in to “listen” to new readers, and supply monthly birthday treats to every classroom.  
Unfortunately, treats will have to be store-bought this year. 
 

KPS is welcoming us back; masks are optional. Edison is still operating in the building at  
3333 S. Westnedge Avenue while their new school is being built. 
 
Donations of school supplies, particularly Ticonderoga pencils and tissues, are most welcome. We 
are also grateful for financial support that enables us to buy books, help with field trips, and teacher 
appreciation. 
 
We appreciate your support! Look for more information in the Presbyter and in church in the coming 
weeks. 
 
Please let us know if you can help. Stop us in church or email:    
Donna Schonveld      schonveld@comcast.net           Nancy Johnson    nlj22@aol.com 

This year, Presbypalooza will be Sunday, Sept. 18, after church. Bring a snack, salad, or sweet to 
pass. Beverages will be provided. We will gather in the Dining Room and the Gathering Place. 

Last Sunday, Pastor Seth reviewed possibilities for a pilgrimage in 2023—Camino de Santiago, Iona 
Abbey, and Ghost Ranch. If you are interested, please contact Seth for summary details and to  
clarify your interest. Seth will collect and collate interest until early September, then discern a  
suitable schedule for next year and following years. Even if you mentioned interest in recent weeks / 
months, please contact Seth to ensure that you’re on the list! 

mailto:schonveld@comcast.net
mailto:nlj22@aol.com


  
 

, 

Yoga will be moving to 10:45 a.m., on Wednesdays in the Dining Room,. 
If you have questions, contact Jill at: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269)330-5995. 
No class September 7.  

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by community spread and rate of  
hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines, as we encourage each person  
to make a wise decision: 

• The CDC strongly urges ALL people, regardless of vaccination status, to wear a mask 
in public places. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about your need 
to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for  
       self-isolation.  
As ever, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ from your own. 

Rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 8, in preparation for Sunday, September 11. 
Handbell Choir will be meeting at 5:30 in Room 116, Adult Choir at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Gathering Place. 

The planned Columbarium Renovation is about to begin. We anticipate an increase in the  
Columbarium Niche Fees. There is a limited number of Niches available in the existing space; 
if you are interested in obtaining a Niche in the current space, please contact Kelly or Louise 
regarding the available locations.  A signed contract and payment are required to ensure your 
request. 

Congratulations! You have successfully passed your audition to join the Adult Choir! 
For more information, join us starting Thursday evening, September 8, at 7:00 p.m. in the  
Gathering Place. 



  

CTV NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Our crew is awesome, but they need help! Burnout is real. Keep this service 
available to the community by volunteering! Consider participating in our  
active outreach ministry by making a meal for a Wednesday night community 
dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you need along the way!   
For more information or to get you or your small group on the schedule,  

      please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

Meetings of the Thoughtful Readers Book Club will resume in September. We will meet in 
Room 300 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of every month. 

 

If you have business related to the bulletin or Presbyter, or general activities to coordinate with 
the calendar and for which you seek office support, please contact Kelly, kellys@fpckzoo.org.   

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays—Sunday 

Sunday, September 4 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
 

Monday, September 5 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  7:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/Room 102 
  
 

Tuesday, September 6 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
 
Wednesday, September 7 
10:00  a.m.  Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
  5:00  p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
  5:45  p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church steps 
 
Thursday, September 8 
  9:00  a.m.  Library work time, Library 
  9:45  a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
  7:00  p.m.  Stewardship Meeting/ Archives 
  
Sunday, September 11 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
 
 
 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 With a yard sign: 

  
Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x 24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available in the Gathering Place after 
Worship or from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for Kelly or 

Louise. Quantities are limited; we will 
reorder if demand is high. 

The Church building and offices will be 
closed on Monday, September  5, for the 

observance of Labor Day. 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
September 11 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Isaiah 55:1-13, Colossians 3:1-4,12-17 
 

September 18 
15th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Jeremiah 23:1-8, Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 25 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Timothy 6:6-19 
 

October 2 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 55:1-13, Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 


