
  

When I was at the end of my rope, the people at St. Andrew tied a knot in it for me and helped 

me hold on. The church became my home in the old meaning of home—that it’s where, when 

you show up, they have to let you in. They let me in. They even said, “You come back now.”  
 

[The pastor] told us this story just the other day: When she was about seven, her best friend got 

lost one day. The little girl ran up and down the streets of the big town where they lived, but 

she couldn't find a single landmark. She was very frightened. Finally a policeman stopped to 

help her. He put her in the passenger sear of the car, and they drove around until she finally 

saw her church. She pointed it out to the policeman, and then she told him firmly, “You could 

let me out now. This is my church, and I can always find my home from here.” 

~ Anne Lamott 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Sonata in F Minor, Adagio              G.F. Telemann 
 Lindsey Baker (K College ‘25), bassoon 
  

 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
Some wandered in the desert, far from town, hungry, thirsty, soul fainting within them. 

Some sat in darkness and gloom, prisoners in misery or bowed down with hard labor. 
Some were on the sea in ships, amid stormy winds and high waves, at their wits’ end. 

Then they cried to God in their trouble, and were delivered from their distress. 
Let those who are wise heed these things, and gratefully celebrate God’s steadfast love!  

         “Here in This Place”        Marty Haugen 

Holy God, you guide us in Jesus to share abundant life, but often we squander the gift.  
We center in our selves, insensitive to others, forsaking your way of service.  
When we’re stuck in safe routines, complicit with bias, closed to new insights;  
when we wound with words and hurt with deeds, ignoring those who are lost and least;  
when we misuse resources and abuse creation, wasting our ability to build community;  
God, forgive us. Renew us. Through humility and trust, love us into new life.  
Send us, among all people of faith, to sow and reap the harvest of your peace.  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   

“Restore in Us, O God”          Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;  
renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.  
 

O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your power;  
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and flower. 



  

   

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
We trust in God, who raised Jesus, frees us to accept ourselves, and binds us together 
with believers in the body of Christ, the church. Like a mother who won’t forsake her 
nursing child, like a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God loves us still.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In a broken and fearful world, the same Spirit who inspired prophets and apostles 
engages us, claims us, calls us, and gives us courage to work with others for justice, 
freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

             Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 
    

       
Through twists and turns of life, we need you, God, whether we feel near or far away. 
As we open our hearts and minds, by your Spirit, find us, fill us, guide us, that we may 
bear the light of Holy Love, especially to others who may have lost their way. Amen.  

   

Ezekiel 34:11-16         Old Testament, p. 725 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   

      Sheep May Safely Graze     J.S. Bach / Salamon Franck 
 

Flocks in pastures green abiding, Safely with their Shepherd rest. 
Cooled by waters gently gliding, Safely with their Shepherd rest. 
With the food of life he feeds them, To the fold he gently leads them, 
There to dwell forever blessed. 

   

Luke 15:1-10             New Testament, p. 78 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
     



 

Tying the Knot: Tossing a Line  
“… go after the one that is lost …” (Luke 15:4) 

   

          “Let Us Build a House”       Marty Haugen 
 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service,  
and love in all its forms. 

   Sonata in F minor, Allegro      G.F. Telemann  
               Lindsey Baker (Kalamazoo College ‘25), bassoon

           “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought”         F. von Christierson 
In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,  
to serve your cause and share your love with all along life’s way.  
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your Son,  
help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.

In all ages, God, your people serve with courage, faith, and joyful trust. By your grace, 
further your purpose in us, in and beyond all we plan and imagine. Empower us with 
loving ways to touch the lives of all. Keep alive in us generosity, compassion, and peace. 
So we may ever continue to be a sanctuary and a light, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

    The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

         “The Church of Christ in Every Age”        Fred Pratt Green 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     

       Strike the Gay Harp           Walker Jackson  



  

… will meet again this week in the Sanctuary. This shorter service includes meditative music, brief 
reflection on scripture for this week, all framed by prayer. We hope to share this time with you! 

 

This style of worship fosters a more contemplative spirit, including readings and prayers  

interspersed with silence and singing, led by piano. Sitting in a circle around candles is a simpler, 
centering way to share worship. Come, give it a try on the 2nd Sunday of the month. Our next  
service will be November 13 at 7:00 p.m. in the East Transept of our Sanctuary!  

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Wendy King and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon 
and parish group.  

Amy Anderson 
Jeff and Jill Barnum 
Beverly Bloomquist 
Sandy Denzel 
Richard and Ruth DeVries 
John and Lisa Diamond 
Gertrude Early 
Thomas and Diana Gilmer 
Michael, Allison, and George Hammond 
Lois Heuchert 
Richard and Jocelyn Hodgman 
John Houdek 
Phil and Julia Kechele 
Leora Knickerbocker 

Mary Manwell 
Robert and Dawn Marciniak 
Anna Lee Miller 
Brian Nederveld and Roland Prevost 
Thomas Owen 
Dean and Mary Panse 
Edith Rasmussen 
Marshall Rutz 
Mark Andrew, Amy Beth, Matthew Daniel, 
    and Laura Katherine Schreiner 
Jean Scott 
Sherman VanSolkema 
Seth, Suzanne, Ailih, Gabriel, 
    and Nathaniel Weeldreyer 

 
Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Meredith Alspach 
 

Acolyte 
Joseph Sablan  

Reader 
Richard Aldrich 

Greeters 
Karen and Rich  

Nellums 

 
Sound  

Sound Team members 
Music 

Carl Witt, Director 
Autumn, Organist 

 

Next Sunday, September 25 at 7:00 p.m., we’ll gather for Worship at our Pine Island campus 
(8882 Q Avenue). Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more 
informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, maybe with some simple 
songs, too. Bring a folding chair and come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 



 

 

Mark your calendars!  Youth Lock-in will be on October 1 and 2 here at FPC.  

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always listen best when they’re sitting still. 
 The intention is to give parents a way to worship with their children - a way that makes it  
       easier for families. 

Ways to use the Prayground 
 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a “stretch” break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed. Please do not leave children unattended. 

by Adam Hamilton.
This fall, we will embark on a new study of the apostle Simon Peter. What a character!  He was not 
rich or educated but was familiar with hard work.  He was quick-tempered and impetuous but  
possessed a passion that would change the world.  He left everything to follow his teacher but  
struggled with doubt and fear. We can learn a lot from this simple fisherman who ended up being  
the Rock of the church.   
 

Pat Stromsta will facilitate this class which meets on Thursdays for a four-week study that includes a 
DVD that shows us where Simon Peter and Jesus lived, worked, and  
ministered to those who followed Jesus. 
 

We’ll meet at 9:30 for coffee.  Our study begins with prayer at 9:45. 

Presbypalooza is TODAY!! This back-to-church event will take place in the Dining Room and the 
Gathering Space after church. Bring your snacks, salads, and sweets to share. There will be a chance 
to catch up with those you haven’t seen over the summer, play games, and more. The folk musicians 
who entertained last year will be back with an even bigger ensemble. And the annual Stewardship 
Campaign will kick off with opportunities to give and sign up for volunteer opportunities. All this 
 is brought to you by the Congregational Life, Faith Formation, and Stewardship committees.  

Beginning on September 11, we will meet on Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the Church Dining 
Room and Youth Room.  Next meeting dates: September 18, and 25. 

The T.A.G. 5/6/7  group will meet biweekly, on Wednesdays. Our next meeting will be on  
September 28, from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 3rd floor classroom. 



  

 

Michael W. Riggle and Lester Allen Roberts will be married on Saturday, September 24, 2022,  
at 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary, followed by cake and coffee in the Dining Room.  
All are invited to attend in celebration of this joyous event! 

Join the Myrtle Collaboration Team and others for a series of Storytelling Sundays on the first  
Sunday of each month. After Worship, we’ll share in a light lunch and the opportunity to get to  
know one another better through shared stories and conversation. Each month will have a focus 
theme.   
 

October 2, 11:30 a.m. – Stories of Change, Transition, and Grief  
Facilitated by Sue Caulfield, we will use objects to help tell our stories in verbal and nonverbal  
ways. Come if you have a story, come if you’d like to listen to stories. Come share a meal and  
a bit of our lives together.   

 Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith. Having been raised with hodge-podge 
faith practice, she stumbled into a Presbyterian Church in a moment of crisis. Her life changed. And 
she wants to share the beauties, hard realities, humble struggles, and passionate perspectives. Her 
colorful writing style is compelling and inspiring. Pastor Seth will prepare excerpts from her  
numerous books, available in the church office.  
 

We’ll meet in the Library on Tuesdays at noon, September 20 and 27.  
Contact Seth with any questions.  

By now, you all should have received the September issue of the Presbyter. This will be the last  
print edition. After much discussion, we have decided to transition the Presbyter from a printed  
publication into a digital blog format. Most churches have done away with physically printed 
newsletters due to cost, time, effort, environmental impact and relevancy. 95% of the information 
from the Presbyter is already included elsewhere, in the bulletin, or on social media. The Birthday 
Calendar will be listed monthly on the blog and weekly in the bulletin. The blog can feature  
full-color pictures, videos, links, and sound. The blog will be a stream of what is happening at and 
around the church in much more detail than a printed version ever could. The blog will be updated as 
articles are received. The blog is located on the church website. The weekly announcements and  
bulletin will include a link to the blog. Any previously supplied information for the Presbyter will 
now be presented in digital format. There is no deadline, and you can submit articles to Kelly  
anytime! 
 

To view the blog, visit https://fpckzoo.org/blog/. 
 

If you would still like a printed digest of the blog, formerly the Presbyter, mailed to you monthly, 
please get in touch with Kelly at kellys@fpckzoo.org or call 269-344-0119 x.209. Please, provide a 
mailing address. Your confirmed address will ensure you receive the monthly digest. Thank you. 



 
 

, 

CTV NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Our crew is awesome, but they need help! Burnout is real. Keep this service available to the 
community by volunteering! Consider participating in our active outreach ministry by making  
a meal for a Wednesday night community dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you 
need along the way!   
 
For more information or to get you or your small group on the schedule,  
please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

Handbell Choir will be meeting at 5:30 in Room 116, and Adult Choir at 7:00 p.m.  
in the Gathering Place. 

Hearts-to-Hands Card Ministry returns to its once-a-month card crafting sessions this 
coming week. Experienced crafter or not, you are welcome to join us for fellowship 
and cardmaking the second Monday of the month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Lots of  
supplies are available for you to use, and plenty of ideas to share among members of 

this creative group. 

The planned Columbarium Renovation is about to begin. We anticipate an increase in the  
Columbarium Niche Fees. There is a limited number of niches available in the existing space;  
if you are interested in obtaining a niche in the current space, please contact Kelly or Louise  
regarding the available locations.  A signed contract and payment are required to ensure your 
request. 

 
Your presence and your prayers are welcome at a Service of Healing and Wholeness on  
Sunday, September 25. All in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing are invited  
to this contemplative service, which will be held in the East Transept of the Sanctuary  
following Worship. Parish Associate Amber Nettleton will lead the service; and any  

questions can be directed to amber.nettleton@gmail.com.  

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org
mailto:amber.nettleton@gmail.com


   

 
 
 
 

 

Garden Log:       9-7-22, 9-9-22 
  
Precipitation:     0.1 inches for the week 
 
Volunteers:        Bob C., Bob P., Pam O., Beth D., Wei J. 
                          Bob C., Bob P., Beth D., Pam O., Wei J. 
 
Accomplished: 
 
Harvested and processed 314 lbs. of cabbage, peppers, 
okra, cukes, sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes, eggplant, 
and zucchini; delivered all to Loaves & Fishes. 

      
 To do: 

 
1.    Continue the harvest. 
2.     Mow as needed. 
3.     Weed and cultivate the raised beds. 
4.     Stain the shed if time permits. 
5.     Build a stone landscape barrier around the 
        water pump and electrical service post. 



  

Meetings of the Thoughtful Readers Book Club will resume in September. We will meet in 
Room 300 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of every month. 

KUDOS is an ecumenical collaboration among churches in Kalamazoo that originally came  
together in 2018 to celebrate 500 years since the Reformation. It serves our neighbors on the 
Northside of Kalamazoo by helping to winterize windows and doors. In 2021, 35 volunteers  
(6 from FPC) gathered again in the Northside neighborhood to help 13 residents. 
 

KUDOS Volunteers work with residents to caulk around and secure plastic coverings over their 
windows, and seal gaps around their doors. In addition, the goal remains to forge relationships 
with the residents. 
 

On October 28
th

, teams will gather from several downtown churches and organizations at Allen 
AME Chapel, 804 W. North St., Kalamazoo, MI 49007, at 8:30 a.m. to work with 25-30 residents 
in the Northside to prepare their homes for the winter. The work will occur from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.;  
we will invite the residents to share a meal with us.  
 

Please contact Wendy King at (269) 998-6472 or jeffwendyking@gmail.com, if you would like to 
join the FPC team or if you have any questions. 

Yoga will be moving to 10:45 a.m. on Wednesdays in the Dining Room,. 
If you have questions, contact Jill at: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269)330-5995. 

Share greetings for special occasions and spread the love of 
Christ with friends and family with a handwritten note in one  
of Card Ministry's handcrafted cards!  
On Sundays, October 16, and November 13, Hearts-to-Hands 
Card Ministry will again have cards available for members of 
the congregation. Donations accepted will help with purchase 
of supplies and support church and community groups chosen 
by Card Ministry members.    

If you have business related to the bulletin or Presbyter, or general activities to coordinate with 
the calendar and for which you seek office support, please contact Kelly, (kellys@fpckzoo.org)   



  

 

Sunday, September 25 
  
  9:00  a.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
  5:30  p.m.  Youth Group 8-12, Dining & Youth Rooms 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 with a yard sign: 

  

Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x 24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Theses signs are available in the 
Gathering Place after Worship, or 

from the Church office,  
Monday-Thursday, 9-3:00 p.m.  

 
Ask for Kelly or Louise.  

 

Sunday, September 18 
 
  9:00  a.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
11:15  a.m.   PresbyPalooza!, Dining/Gathering   
  5:30  p.m.  Youth Group, Dining Room  
 
Monday, September 19 
 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  1:00  p.m.  Card Ministry, Craft Room  
  6:00  p.m.   Kalamazoo Singers, Gathering Place 
  7:00  p.m.  Congregational Deacons, 314/315    
  7:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/Room 102 
  
Tuesday, September 20 
 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements deadline 
10:30  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
12:00  p.m.  Book Club (Seth), Library 
  
Wednesday, September 21 
 
10:45  a.m.  Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
  5:00  p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
  5:45  p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church steps 
 
Thursday, September 22 
 
  9:00  a.m.  Library work time, Library 
  9:45  a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
  5:00  p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 116   
  6:30  p.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
   
 Saturday, September 24 
 
  1:00  p.m.   Wedding - Mike and Lester, Sanctuary  
  2:00  p.m.   Wedding Reception, Dining Room 
 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays—Sunday 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
September 25 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Timothy 6:6-19 
 

October 2 
17th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Zechariah 8:1-13, 16-17; Luke 10:1-11 

 
October 9 

18th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, Psalms 111 
 

October 16 
19th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Amber Nettleton 

Jeremiah 31:27-34, Psalms 119:97-104 


