
  

Sam is the only kid he knows who goes to church. … You might wonder why I make this  

strapping, exuberant boy come with me most weeks, and if you were to ask, this is what I 

would say. … I want to give him what I found in the world, which is to say a path and a little 

light to see by. Most of the people I know who have what I want—which is to say, purpose, 

heart, balance, gratitude, joy—are people with a deep sense of spirituality. They are people in  

community, who pray, or practice their faith; they are Buddhists, Jews, Christians—people 

banding together to work on themselves and for human rights. They follow a brighter light than 

the glimmer of their own candle; they are part of something beautiful. … When I was at the 

end of my rope, the people at St. Andrew tied a knot in it for me and helped me hold on. The 

church became my home in the old meaning of home—that it’s where, when you show up, they 

have to let you in. They let me in. They even said, “You come back now.”  

~ Anne Lamott 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Prayer for Lillie                      C. Witt  
                         Lin Baird, horn  

 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
As deer long for flowing streams, so our souls long for you, O God.  

My soul thirsts for the living God. I yearn to behold the face of God. 
When tears have been our food, and people say continually: “Where is your God?” 

These things I remember, as I pour out my soul: how I went with other people  
into the sanctuary of God, with glad shouts and songs of thanksgiving! 

Hope in God, for we shall again praise our help and our God! 

       “From All That Dwell Below the Skies”        Isaac Watts 

Holy God, you guide us in Jesus to share abundant life, but often we squander the gift.  
We center in our selves, insensitive to others, forsaking your way of service.  
When we’re stuck in safe routines, complicit with bias, closed to new insights;  
when we wound with words and hurt with deeds, ignoring those who are lost and least;  
when we misuse resources and abuse creation, wasting our ability to build community;  
God, forgive us. Renew us. Through humility and trust, love us into new life.  
Send us, among all people of faith, to sow and reap the harvest of your peace.  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   

“Restore in Us, O God”          Carl P. Daw, Jr. 
Restore in us, O God, the splendor of your love;  
renew your image in our hearts, and all our sins remove.  
 

O Spirit, wake in us the wonder of your power;  
from fruitless fear unfurl our lives like springtime bud and flower. 

   



  

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
Friends, trust in God, who raised Jesus and frees us to accept ourselves and love others. 
God binds us together with all believers in the body of Christ, the Church. God’s Spirit 
inspires us, engages us, claims us, feeding us with the bread of life and cup of salvation.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, to 
bear witness, to unmask idolatry, and to hear voices of people long silenced, as we work 
with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo! Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 

   

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 
    

       
God of grace, more than our goodness, we trust your unceasing love. As we open  
ourselves to you, by your Spirit, may your Word seed our curious minds, take root in 
our yearning hearts, and bear fruit in our renewed service, in the name of Christ. 
Amen.  

   

Isaiah 55:1-13           Old Testament, p. 685 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   

     “My Eyes For Beauty Pine”          H. Howells/R. Bridges 
 

My Eyes for beauty pine, My soul for Goddes grace; 
No other care nor hope is mine, To heaven I turn my face. 
One splendour thence is shed from all the stars above: 
‘Tis named when God’s name is said, ‘Tis Love, ‘tis heavenly Love. 
And every gentle heart that burns with true desire, 
Is lit from eyes that mirror part of that celestial fire. 

   

Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17      New Testament, p. 199 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
     



 

Tying the Knot: Growing Together 
“ … which binds everything together in perfect harmony.” (Colossians 3:14) 

   

          “I Come with Joy”             Brian Wren 
 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, and 
love in all its forms. 

   

           “As Those of Old Their Firstfruits Brought”         F. von Christierson 
In gratitude and humble trust we bring our best today,  
to serve your cause and share our love with all along life’s way.  
O God, who gave yourself to us in Jesus Christ, your Son,  
help us to give ourselves each day until life’s work is done.

Generous God, in your grace, you equip us to serve. Receive this offering of substance 
with our devoted commitment of heart, time, and effort. Inspire our use by your grace 
that all people and creation may share the abundant feast of life, in Jesus’ name. Amen.

   The table is now made ready … The Lord be with you, 
  and also with you. 
   Lift up your hearts. 
  We lift them up to God. 
   Let us give thanks to God. 
  It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 Yes, it is right, O God, … we join the song of your unending praise:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

Holy God, we are not here just to continue an ancient tradition … enable us to know you 
more deeply, and to love, honor, and serve you more faithfully, living as Jesus would 
have us pray together:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

To receive the elements (bread is gluten free): beginning with the front rows, please come forward 
by the center aisle and return to your seat by a side aisle. Approach the ministers with your hands 
cupped to receive the bread. Then pick up your cup and return to your seat. If you prefer not to 
come forward, but wish to receive the elements, please so indicate by raising your hand, and 
communion will be served to you in your seat.  

        

“You Thirsty Ones, Come”    J. Clemens/A. Donaldson 
 

You thirsty ones, come to the spring! Have you no money? 
Come, buy wine and milk; come, buy and eat without a price or sum. 
 

Why do you work and earn and spend on that which is not bread? 
O listen now and come to me; eat what is good, instead. 
 

This food delights and satisfies, the food your God can give; 
Incline your ear and come to me; O hear, that you may live. 
 

My word like heaven’s snow descends; it falls like heaven’s rain; 
It waters all the thirsty earth, and shall not go in vain. 
        

Loving Christ, you have put your life into our hearts and hands. Now we put our lives 
into yours. Take us. Reshape us and our world in your love. Expect much from us and 
empower many through us, as we reveal your glory so others may believe. Amen.  
        

        

          “Will You Come and Follow Me”            J. Bell and G. Maule 
        

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
        

         Presto         G.F. Telemann
   
 
 



 

… will meet again this week in the Sanctuary. This shorter service includes meditative music, brief 
reflection on scripture for this week, all framed by prayer. We hope to share this time with you! 

 

This style of worship fosters a more contemplative spirit, including readings and prayers  

interspersed with silence and singing, led by piano. Sitting in a circle around candles is a simpler, 
centering way to share worship.  
 

Come, give it a try TONIGHT at 7:00 p.m., in the East Transept of our Sanctuary!  

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for JoAnn Yochim and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives.  

Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon and parish group.  

Jane Beers 
Sally Bristol 
Alan and Sarah Chase 
Wayne Conner 
Kurt and Deborah Droppers 
Hunter Fisk 
Martha Ford 
Karen, William, and Justin Hassler 
Joyce Lander 
Donald and Carol McCloud 
Martha Meinzinger 
 
 

Morgan and Jacob Schut 
     Shari Schut 
Kevin, Dianne, Samantha, and  
     Cameron Shaffer 
James Stefl 
Christopher, Elizabeth, and  
     Claire Honeysett 
Ronald and Elaine Johns 
Marilyn Walker 
Diane White 
Richard and Joanne Steward 
Karen Trout 
Timothy, Robert, Julie, and Justin Tyler 

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Sunday evening of 
each month—next on September 25.  Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, 
we’ll share a more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with  
perhaps some simple songs, too. Come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

 
Worship Leaders 

The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Meredith Alspach 
 

Acolyte 
David Rozelle  

Reader 
Brian Nederveld 

Greeters 
Jim & Sue 
Weeldreyer 

 
Sound  

Sound Team members 
Music 

Carl Witt, Director 
Autumn, Organist 

Lin Baird, Professor of Horn at WMU 
 



  

 

Beginning on September 11, we will meet on Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in the Church Dining 
Room and Youth Room.  Next meeting dates: September 11, 18, and 25. 

The T.A.G. 5/6/7  group will meet biweekly, on Wednesdays,  September 14 and 28, 
from 6:30-7:30 p.m. in the 3rd floor classroom. 

Mark your calendars!  Youth Lock-in October 1 and 2 here at FPC.  

by Adam Hamilton.
He left everything to follow his teacher, and possessed a passion that would 
change the world. That’s one way to describe Peter. Here’s another: poor,  
uneducated, quick-tempered, and full of doubts and fears. Doesn’t even 
sound like the same man! 
 

And that’s the point of Simon Peter.  Peter was just an ordinary guy who 
heard and followed God’s extraordinary call. Discover how you, too, have 
special gifts, talents, and abilities that God can use to make a difference  
today.  
 

This 4-week DVD series begins on September 15.  We will meet in Room 
#314 at 9:30 for coffee, and at 9:45 for prayer and our lesson Pat Stromsta.     
will teach the class. 

Presbypalooza is back! This year, this back-to-church event will take place in the Dining Room and 
the Gathering Space on Sunday, September 18, after church. Bring your snacks, salads, and sweets 
to share. There will be a chance to catch up with those you haven’t seen over the summer, play 
games, and more. The folk musicians who entertained last year will be back with an even bigger  
ensemble. And the annual Stewardship campaign will kick off with opportunities to give and sign up 
for volunteer opportunities. All this is brought to you by the Congregational Life, Faith Formation, 
and Stewardship committees.  

Sunday School STARTS THIS WEEK :) 
Sunday School Kick-off September  11!!! 

Michael W. Riggle and Lester Allen Roberts will be married September 24, 2022, at 1:00 p.m. in the  
Sanctuary, followed by cake and coffee in the Dining Room. All are invited to attend in celebration 
of this joyous event! 
  



 
 

 Anne Lamott writes memoirs intentionally suffused with faith. Having been 
raised with hodge-podge faith practice, she stumbled into a Presbyterian 
Church in a moment of crisis. Her life changed. And she wants to share the 
beauties, hard realities, humble struggles, and passionate perspectives. Her 
colorful writing style is compelling and inspiring. Pastor Seth will prepare 
excerpts from her numerous books, available in the church office.  
 

We’ll meet in the Library on Tuesdays at noon, September 6, 13, 20, and 27. 
Contact Seth with any questions.  

The Edison School Project is once again asking you to join us IN PERSON to help the children of 
Edison Elementary School. We hope to have church members read with students, tutor, bring their 
dogs in to “listen” to new readers, and supply monthly birthday treats to every classroom.  
Unfortunately, treats will have to be store-bought this year. 
 

KPS is welcoming us back; masks are optional. Edison is still operating in the building at  
3333 S. Westnedge Avenue, while their new school is being built. 
Donations of school supplies, particularly Ticonderoga pencils and tissues, are most welcome. We 
are also grateful for financial support that enables us to buy books, help with field trips, and teacher 
appreciation. 
We appreciate your support! Look for more information in the Presbyter and in church in the coming 
weeks. 
Please let us know if you can help. Stop us in church or email:    

Donna Schonveld:      schonveld@comcast.net            
Nancy Johnson:       nlj22@aol.com 

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always listen best when they’re sitting still. 
 The intention is to give parents a way to worship with their children - a way that makes it  
       easier for families. 

Ways to use the Prayground 
 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a “stretch” break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 

mailto:schonveld@comcast.net
mailto:nlj22@aol.com


  
 

, 

Rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 8, in preparation for Sunday, September 11.  
Handbell Choir will be meeting at 5:30 in Room 116, and Adult Choir at 7:00 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place. 

Hearts-to-Hands Card Ministry returns to its once-a-month card crafting sessions this 
coming week. Experienced crafter or not, you are welcome to join us for fellowship 
and cardmaking the second Monday of the month from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. Lots of sup-
plies are available for you to use, and plenty of ideas to share among members of this  

creative group. 

The planned Columbarium Renovation is about to begin. We anticipate an increase in the  
Columbarium Niche Fees. There is a limited number of Niches available in the existing space; 
if you are interested in obtaining a Niche in the current space, please contact Kelly or Louise 
regarding the available locations.  A signed contract and payment are required to ensure your 
request. 

Garden Log:             8-29-22, 8-31-22, & 9-2-22 
Precipitation:           0.45 inches for the week 
Volunteers:            John B., Bob P., Todd S., Pam O. 
                                John B., Bob C., Bob P., Pam O., Todd S 
                                John B., Bob C., Bob P., Pam O., Todd S., Paige S.  
Accomplished: 

    Harvested and processed 858 lbs. of cabbage, peppers,                
                   okra, cukes, sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes, eggplant,  
                   and zucchini. Delivered the above to Loaves & Fishes. 

To Do: 
   1.            Continue the harvest. 
   2.           Mow as needed. 
   3.           Weed and cultivate the raised beds. 
   4.           Stain the shed, as time permits. 
   5.           Build a landscape barrier of stone, etc., around the water      

        pump and electrical service post. 

 
Your presence and your prayers are welcome at a Service of Healing and Wholeness on Sunday, 
September 25. All in need of physical, emotional, or spiritual healing are invited to this  
contemplative service, which will be held in the East Transept of the Sanctuary following  
Worship. Parish Associate Amber Nettleton will lead the service; and any questions can be  

directed to amber.nettleton@gmail.com.  

mailto:amber.nettleton@gmail.com


  

Meetings of the Thoughtful Readers Book Club will resume in September. We will meet in 
Room 300 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of every month. 

KUDOS is an ecumenical collaboration among churches in Kalamazoo that came together in 2018 
to celebrate 500 years since the Reformation. It serves our neighbors on the Northside of  
Kalamazoo by helping to winterize windows and doors. In 2021, 35 volunteers (6 from FPC)  
gathered again in the Northside neighborhood to help 13 residents. 
 

KUDOS Volunteers work with residents to caulk around and secure plastic coverings over their 
windows, and seal gaps around their doors. In addition, the goal remains to forge relationships 
with the residents. 
 

On October 28
th

, teams will gather from several downtown churches and organizations at Allen 
AME Chapel, 804 W. North St., Kalamazoo, MI 49007, at 8:30 a.m. to work with 25-30 residents 
in the Northside to prepare their homes for the winter. The work will occur from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.; 
we will invite the residents to share a meal with us.  
 

Please contact Wendy King at (269) 998-6472 or jeffwendyking@gmail.com if you have any 
questions, or if you would like to join the FPC team. 

Yoga will be moving to 10:45 a.m. on Wednesdays in the Dining Room,. 
If you have questions, contact Jill at: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269)330-5995. 
No class September 7.  

Share greetings for special occasions and spread the love of 
Christ with friends and family with a handwritten note in one  
of Card Ministry's handcrafted cards!  
On Sundays, September 12, October 16, and November 13, 
Hearts-to-Hands Card Ministry will again have cards available 
for members of the congregation. Donations accepted will help 
with purchase of supplies and to support church and community 
groups chosen by Card Ministry members.    

If you have business related to the bulletin or Presbyter, or general activities to coordinate with 
the calendar and for which you seek office support, please contact Kelly, (kellys@fpckzoo.org)   



  

 

Sunday, September 18 
  
9:00  a.m.  Additional Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00  a.m.  PresbyPalooza,  Dining Room & Gathering  
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
  5:30  p.m.  Youth Group 8-12, Dining & Youth Rooms 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 With a yard sign: 

  

Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x 24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available in the Gathering Place 
after Worship or from the Church 
Office, M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for 

Kelly or Louise. Quantities are  
limited; we will reorder if demand is 

high. 
 

Sunday, September 11 
 
 9:00   a.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
  5:30  p.m.  Youth Group, Dining Room  
 
Monday, September 12 
 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  1:00  p.m.  Card Ministry, Craft Room  
  7:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/Room 102 
  
Tuesday, September 13 
 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
12:00  p.m.  Seth Noon Study, Library 
 6:00   p.m.  Green Presbyterians, Library 
 7:00   p.m.  Finance Committee, Archives 
 
Wednesday, September 14 
 
10:00  a.m.  Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
 3:00   p.m.  Martha Circle, Gathering Place   
 5:00   p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
 5:45   p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church steps 
 6:00   p.m.  Personnel Meeting   
 6:30   p.m.  T.A.G., 3rd Floor Classroom 
 7:00   p.m.  Outreach Meeting 
 7:00   p.m.  Worship and Music, Zoom 
 
Thursday, September 15 
 
  9:00  a.m.  Library work time, Library 
  9:45  a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
  5:00  p.m.  Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 116   
  6:30  p.m.  Adult Choir Rehearsal, Choir Room 
  7:00  p.m.  Health Ministry, Archives 
  
 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays—Sunday 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213           shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
September 18 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Jeremiah 23:1-8, Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 25 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Timothy 6:6-19 

 
October 2 

17th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Isaiah 55:1-13, Colossians 3:1-4, 12-17 
 

October 9 
18th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Jeremiah 29:1, 4-7, Psalms 111 


