
  

“Be courageous to fix your  
mistakes and to stand up for 

what is right in the face of fear.” 

“To be prayerful means to be 
constantly thinking about/

having the instinct to pray for 
another, full of empathy,  

mindfulness, and sympathy.” 

Quotations and pictures from 
the 2022 Youth Mission Trip 
to West Virginia. 
Statement on the church is from 
the Guiding Statement approved 
by the 225th General Assembly. 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

 
      

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
Children of God: welcome! 

Welcome to this place of love and grace. 
Welcome to this place of hope and perseverance. 

God invites all of us to be a part of the beloved community. 
God invites all of us to share in the good news: 

We are welcome, just as we are. We are loved, just as we are. 
In gratitude for all of this, let us worship God. 

     

         “Jesus, Light of Joy”         David Gambrell 

When we offer God our confession, we step out in courage to join the beautiful work of 
reconciliation, which begins with our reconciling with God. Trusting in our Partner in grace,  
let us make our confession. 
 

Gracious and loving God, open our hearts and give us the courage to invite you into the 
fullness of our lives – that which is beautiful and good, and that which is hurtful and hateful. 
We confess that we do not follow Jesus in all that we do. We love with condition. We judge 
and condemn. We cast the first stone, and keep the logs in our own eyes. We do not turn to 
You as the source of our healing.  
Forgive us, we pray, and empower us to be imitators of Christ in love and service.  

  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   



  

“Lord, Have Mercy”           Richard Proulx 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy upon us. 

   

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
Friends, in all of life and death we belong to God. In sovereign love, God created the 
world good. Jesus proclaimed God’s reign and was raised by the same Spirit who sets 
us free to accept ourselves and love others. 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, we strive to serve Christ in our daily tasks 
and to live holy and joyful lives. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing as we work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. 
May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

Children: You are loved! 
  Congregation: You are loved! 
    

       
Guide us, O God, by your Word and Holy Spirit, that in your light we may see light, 
in your truth find freedom, and in your will discover peace, through Christ, our Lord, 
Amen.  

   

Psalm 27          Old Testament, p. 503 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   



 

      “I Would Be True”      M. Patterson / H. A. Walter 
       Voices: Les Roberts, Vic Onweller, Joseph Sablan, Richard Aldrich, Carl Witt  
                

 

I would be true, for there are those who trust me; 
I would be pure, for there are those who care; 
I would be strong, for there is much to suffer; 
I would be brave, for there is much to dare. 
 
I would be friend of all—the foe, the friendless; 
I would be giving, and forget the gift; 
I would be humble, for I know my weakness; 
I would look up, and laugh, and love, and lift.  

1 Thessalonians 5:12-22    New Testament, p. 203 
 
 

For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
     

      Prayerful, Courageous 
   

       “When We Are Living ”         Elise Eslinger 
 

  . 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

   

“Fairest Lord Jesus”           Arr. J. Raney  
                Richard Aldrich, Joseph Sablan, piano 

    “Lord, Prepare Me”       John Thompson / Randy Scruggs 
Lord, prepare me to be a sanctuary, pure and holy, tried and true.  
With thanksgiving, I’ll be a living sanctuary for you.

  . 

Receive these gifts, O Lord of all life, as signs of our renewed and deepened 
commitment, to love and serve you with all that we are.  Bless your church with 
wisdom, that every offered gift may be used to bring you glory, and to show forth  
to all the world your healing, your justice, and your compassion, made known to us  
in Jesus.  Amen 



  
    The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

 

  . 

         “Heaven Shall Not Wait”     John L. Bell and Graham Maule 
      

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

 “Carillon on Frère Jaques”          A. Blanc 
 

Worship Leaders 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Meredith Alspach 

 

Acolyte 
Charles Cowell 

Reader 
Marcia Cowell 

Greeters 
Elaine & Ron Johns 

Sound  
Sound Team members 

Music 
Carl Witt, Director 
Autumn, Organist 

 

 The flowers in the Chancel are given to the glory of God  
in loving memory of Rosemary Hatfield by JoAnne Yochim. 

Please keep in your thoughts and prayers the souls of 
 

Chuck Thiele 
Carolyn Houdek 

Dave Fenton 
Betty Van Der Slik  



 

 

There is no Sunday School this week. Families are invited to take advantage of the Prayground during  
Worship. The nursery will remain open for all children under age three.  
  
Please note that on September  4, the nursery will be open for parents who may need to take a break with their 
little ones but have no supervisor on duty. 

  

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always listen best when they’re sitting still. 
 The intent is to give parents a way to worship with their children - a way that makes it  
       easier for families. 

Ways to use the Prayground 
 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a “stretch” break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 

… will meet again this week in the sanctuary. This shorter service includes meditative music, brief 
reflection on scripture for this week, all framed by prayer. We hope to share this time with you! 

 

Brad and Kristen Allen 
Robert and Miriam Bauserman 
Larry Braak 
Marion Palmer 
Robert, Jeanne, Ian, and Amelia Case 
Gary and Donita DeBruin 
Michelle Denny 
JoAnne Dunlop 
Cynthia Feucht 
Tomas and Suzanne Forsch 
Margaret Hajek 
Jay and Diane Heckler 
Robert Leasure 

Timothy and Sharon Lenderink 
David, Robyn, Benjamin, and Zachary Lewis 
Jim, Karen, Henry, Peter, and Elizabeth Lewis 
Mark and Judith Johnson Loehrke 
John and Diane Marsom 
Matt, Michelle, Jack, and Lila Molitor 
John and Nan Munn 
Chris and Carrie Palmer 
Nancy Raklovits 
Marshall Rutz 
Jamie, Jalynn, Jakob, Jana Marie, and Jack Schnur 
James and Sally Pitt Van Buren 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Nancy Johnson and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives.  
 

Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon and parish group.  



  

 

Tonight, we’ll gather at our Pine Island campus at 7:00 p.m., amid the natural beauty of the 
grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and  
A conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple songs, too.  
Come, and share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

 

 

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of 
our church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community 
and for one another.   

Mark your calendars!!! 
Sunday School Kick-off September 11. 



 

 

 
Subject: Garden Log for the week of August 19, 2022 
 
Garden Log:  8-15-22, 8-17-22, & 8-19-22 
 Precipitation: 0.6 inches for the week 
 Volunteers:    Pam O., Beth D., Bob P. 
                       Bob C., Bob P., Beth D., Todd S. 
                       Bob C., Bob P., Todd S., Pam O., Bill S. 
  Accomplished: 

1.   Harvested and processed 582 lbs. of peppers, okra, 
cukes, sweet corn, potatoes, tomatoes, and zucchini.   

     Delivered the above to Loaves & Fishes. 
 To do: 

1.     Continue the harvest. 
2.     Water as necessary. 
3.     Cultivate and weed as needed and as time is 
    available. 
4.     Weed raised bed in the front. 
5.     Mow as needed. 
6.     Finish killing the poison ivy near the road. 
7.     Stain the shed as time permits. 
8.     Build a landscape barrier of stone etc., around 
        the water pump and electrical service post. 

 Notes: 
1.   Current total harvest as of August 19, 2022  
      is 2480 lbs. of vegetables delivered to Loaves &  
      Fishes. 
  

-Bill & Bob 



  
 

, 

The planned Columbarium Renovation is about to begin. We anticipate an increase in the  
Columbarium Niche Fees. There is a limited number of Niches available in the existing space; 
if you are interested in obtaining a Niche in the current space, please contact Kelly or Louise 
regarding the available locations.  A signed contract and payment are required to ensure your 
request. 

Jill Barnum will be offering yoga on Wednesdays at 10:00 a.m. in the dining room. 
If you have questions, contact Jill at: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269)330-5995. 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by community spread and rate of  
hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines, as we encourage each person  
to make a wise decision: 

• The CDC strongly urges ALL people, regardless of vaccination status, to wear a mask 
in public places. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about your need 
to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for  
       self-isolation.  
As ever, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ from your own. 

Our rehearsals will resume on Thursday, September 8, in preparation for Sunday, September 
11. Handbell choir will be meeting at 5:30 in Room 116, Adult Choir at 7:00 p.m. in the 
Gathering Place. 

Congratulations! You have successfully passed your audition to join the Adult Choir! 
For more information, join us starting Thursday evening, September 8, at 7:00 pm in the  
Gathering Place. 

If interested, speak with Carl Witt and choir members after church in the gathering place. 



  

CTV NEEDS YOUR HELP! 
Our crew is awesome, but they need help! Burnout is real. Keep this service 
available to the community by volunteering! Consider participating in our  
active outreach ministry by making a meal for a Wednesday night community 
dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you need along the way!  For 
more information or to get you or your small group on the schedule, please con-

tact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

Meetings of the Thoughtful Readers Book Club will resume in September. We will meet in 
Room 300 from 7:00 - 8:30 p.m. on the fourth Monday of every month. 

 

If you have business related to the bulletin or Presbyter, or general activities to coordinate the 
with calendar and for which you seek office support, please contact Kelly, kellys@fpckzoo.org.   

 – Mystics, Martyrs, and Scholars 
Thursdays, 9:30-11 meeting at Connie Houts' home when weather permits, or in Room 314/315.  
Beginning on August 4, Join Pastor Chrissy for a four-week study of strong female voices who 
shaped theology in the medieval period. We’ll spend time learning about Hildegard of Bingen, 
Mechthild of Magdeburg, Julian of Norwich, and Marguerite Porete, hearing about their lives and 
deaths, their near-death experiences, visions of the divine, and even a burning at the stake! These 
women, whether revered or reviled in their time, changed history and engaged the divine in new 
ways that continue to be a part of the theological conversation today.   

Last Sunday, Pastor Seth reviewed possibilities for a pilgrimage in 2023—Camino de Santiago, 
Iona Abbey, and Ghost Ranch. If you are interested, please contact Seth for summary details 
and to clarify your interest. Seth will collect and collate interest until early September, then  
discern a suitable schedule for next year and following years. Even if you mentioned interest in 
recent weeks / months, please contact Seth to ensure that you’re on the list! 

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays—Sunday 

Sunday, August 28 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
 

Monday, August 29 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  7:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/Room 102 
  7:00  p.m.  Kalamazoo Singers , Gathering Place 
  
 

Tuesday, August 30 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
 
Wednesday, August 31 
10:00  a.m.  Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
  5:00  p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
  5:45  p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church steps 
 
Thursday, September 1 
  9:00  a.m.  Library work time, Library 
*9:30  a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
  7:00  p.m.  Stewardship Meeting/ Archives 
  
Sunday, September 4  
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15  a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
 
*meeting at Connie Houts' home when weather permits  

 
 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 With a yard sign: 

  
Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x 24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available in the Gathering Place after 
Worship or from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for Kelly or 

Louise. Quantities are limited; we will 
reorder if demand is high. 

The Church building and offices will be 
closed on Monday, September  5, for the 

observance of Labor Day. 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213            ssmith@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice...all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
September 4 

13th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Genesis 1:26-31, Matthew 25:31-40 
 

September 11 
14th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 55:1-13, Colossians 3:1-4,12-17 

 
September 18 

15th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Jeremiah 23:1-8, Luke 15:1-10 

 
September 25 

16th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Jeremiah 32:1-3a, 6-15, Timothy 6:6-19 


