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 A Guiding Statement from the General Assembly  
  
In July, representatives from all over the PC(USA) gathered for the 225th General Assembly. Committee work happened in  
person, and the large plenary sessions were held virtually. My covid quarantine afforded me the time to actually watch much 
of the Livestream of the plenary sessions, and I am so grateful for that. Much good work was done at the denominational level.  
Our church is strong and vital, looking with great energy and imagination toward the future.  
  
I plan to hold a “What Happened at GA?” class in the fall, but I wanted to give you a glimpse at the Guiding Statement. The 
denomination has adapted as we move into the coming years because I think it is powerful as we consider what it means 
to be the body of Christ, known as the PC(USA), in our world today.   
  
Guiding Statement 

Our Reformed heritage understands the power of words, and we humbly offer this guiding statement as speaking truth and  
declaring life. God calls the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) to be: 

Prayerful 

 Confessing our sin to God and those we have wronged, we accept our responsibility for the brokenness in the world  
       and in ourselves. In Christ, we are assured of forgiveness and freed to forgive others. 

 We ask the Holy Spirit to direct and guide us as we actively listen to Scripture and fully engage in the joys and challenges 
       of life in this present world. 

 By grace, Christ binds us together, cleanses us in the waters of baptism, nourishes us at the Lord’s table, and sends us out 
      To share the Good News.  
Courageous 

 Reformed and always being reformed, we follow the Holy Spirit in new and imaginative ways to places we have not yet been. 

 We foster the hope of reconciliation in Christ, who transforms the world through healing individuals and communities. 

 We work for God’s justice and peace for all people in every land, walking with the vulnerable, the marginalized, and  
       the abused.  
United 

 As members of the Church universal, we are Christ’s disciples, called by God and empowered by the Holy Spirit. 

 Against forces that seek to divide, Christ compels us to bear witness to a love that connects communities across great  
    differences. 

 We approach others in a spirit of openness and trust, as we follow Jesus Christ in respecting the freedom of other religions, 
       worldviews, and traditions.  
Serving 

  Gratefully following the One who washed his disciples’ feet, we listen to our neighbors, working to meet their practical 
        needs. 

  We partner with others to become the hands and feet of God in the world, showing compassion and generosity to all creation. 

  The Holy Spirit pushes us beyond the familiar, meeting people where they are, as we share Christ’s transformative love.  
Alive 

  We are people of the resurrection: though death surrounds us, we are not afraid, because we follow the One who was raised 
        from the tomb. 

 The Holy Spirit gives us the courage to build a community that reflects the fullness of God’s image in humanity: beautifully    
diverse in age, race, ethnicity, socioeconomic status, gender identity, sexuality, physical and mental ability, geography, and 
theological conviction. 

  
Friends, let us together be the PC(USA) – Prayerful, Courageous, United, Serving, and Alive! 
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August  7 
Ninth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16, Luke 12:32-40 
 
 

August 14 
Tenth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Psalm 98, Hebrews 11:29-12:2 

 
 

August 21 
11th Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Luke 13:10-17, Psalm 148 

 
 

August 28 
12th Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Jeremiah 2:4-13, Sirach 10:12-18 
 
 

 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Closed on Fridays 

 
Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect Christ’s light in God’s world.  

 
Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace, we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture,  

compassionate service to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 
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Class of 2022 

Evelyn Garner 

Wendy King 

Louise McCallum 

Carol Parfitt 

Deb Weurding 

JoAnn Yochim 

 

Class of 2023 

Jan Carpenter 

Hillary Cloetingh 

Paul Minert 

Suzanne Weeldreyer 

Diane White 

Jim Young 

 

Class of 2024 

Aedín Clements 

Karen Nellums  

Jo Russell 

John Fiore 

Nancy Johnson 

Rick Taylor 

Class of 2022 
Jill Barnum 
Bob Brush 

Richard Coryell 
Ellen Dykhuis 
Kathy Jennings 
Don Meldrum 

Heather Misner 

Class of 2024 
Becky Demcovitz 

Cynthia Feucht 
 Mark Loehrke 

 Mark Ohrstrom 
 Pat Stromsta 

Heather Cloetingh  
Scott Wilson 

Clerk of Session: Allison Hammond                                                      
Youth Elder: Annalise Bol 

Class of 2023 
Susan Agostinelli 
Craig Kortlandt 

Deb Taylor 
Janet Todd 

Oliver Takuh 
Ginny Dell 

No Wednesday Service August 24. All other Wednesdays are on as usual. 

We will continue with worship in the style of Taizé on the evening of August 14 at 7:00 p.m. The East  
Transept will have chairs arranged in a circle with votive candles in the middle, including one for each person  
attending. We’ll share a more contemplative rhythm of songs, readings, and silence. Come try it, or return for the 
time together that we’ve grown to cherish! 

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus again this summer for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the fourth Sunday evening 
of each month. We’ll next meet on August 28. Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll 
share a more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple 
songs, too. Come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

Prayer Partners meets on the second Sunday of the month, August 14, in Room #301. 

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of our church.  
Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community and one another.   
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As we live into this season of forging connections through sharing our stories at FPC, the story-gathering team 
wants to share a bit of what we have come to learn about people in our congregation. So, each month, the  
Presbyter will feature a story spotlight section where we share something about the people we see around church. 
Let’s get to know one another!  
 

If you have a story you’d like to share, let Pastor Chrissy know!  

Shared by Susan Hanselman, recorded by Jill Barnum 
(This piece contains a drowning.) 

“Start thinking about the story you’d like to share.” I’m calling a day ahead. Even with 96 years of stories, she’s  
undaunted. Susan graduated from the University of Michigan in 1948 with a bachelor’s in English. She loves stories.  

The time not so long ago, when her friend Alice stole her car from the D&W parking lot, is a really funny one. The   
police were involved. “Alice’s Prius looks just like mine,” she explains. But the thing that has her attention most  
right now is a poem, really- Prayer For A Woman Over Forty. The author is her late friend, Anne (Garret) Bennett.  
Susan  received it on her 90th birthday. 

This cherished prayer resurfaced recently. “When you go looking for something in your desk, you find something else.” 
She shared it with her Tuesday Book Group, telling them, “This is as much for you all as it is for me.” The piece       
comprises six eloquent stanzas; a series of humble, but witty, supplications to God. The first is, “Keep me from  
loquaciousness…from the habit of thinking I must say something on every subject and on every occasion.” I’ve had the     
pleasure of hearing Susan read her journal entries and workshop pieces. When she reads, Susan adopts a practiced      
recitative tone, both scholarly and childlike at the same time. As she shares with me on her porch and with her       
bookmates, Susan is preaching, and readily admits it. Saying exactly what’s on her mind has been her way ever since 
she learned to talk; her candor, she has assured me on many occasions, is not a symptom of an aging filter. Stanza three 
asks for lessening cocksureness,—teach me the glorious lesson that occasionally I may be mistaken. Susan looks up 
with an impish, could that be guilty, grin.  

Mostly though, she respects and adores this prayer’s sage and pithy contents because it reminds her of her old friend. 
The story of her old friend’s passing. With the same recitative tone now accompanied with expressive gestures, her 
hands helping in the telling, Susan explains, ‘She loved Lake Michigan and one day Ann waded out despite her age and 
drowned.’ She waves off my astonished query for details, ‘I don’t know if it was an undertow! It’s just that, I know her, 
she would have loved this death. The drama!’ The police and firemen drawn to the shore’s edge, pulling her from the 
surf, gently laying her body on the sand, rendered more fluid and responsive by death’s release than it had been in 
years. “Ann would have loved this exit!” 

If you’ve ever visited, ever developed a habitual need to visit Susan's place, you’ll understand the draw. A little Cape 

Cod with built-ins, original wallpaper, a sunny porch, and ungrounded two-prong outlets. She and her late husband, 
Bud, moved their four children there in 1962. It’s like sitting in a story. According to dream theory, houses picture the 
soul.  

Susan's is a wonderful place to visit. 
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19 people associated with our church went on pilgrimage together 
to the Iona Abbey in Scotland, from July 6 - 19. We toured other 
sites on the way to the Abbey and for a few days on the return  
journey, including prehistoric cairns, castles, abbeys, art,  
manufacturing, stately homes, and more. The intent is to glimpse a 
breadth of history and culture, centered on the experience of living 
and worshipping in community for a week … all to help inspire us 
for living faith in our time and place — our priorities and practices 
and the community of witness and service we seek to embody  
together here in Kalamazoo and beyond.  
 

 
 
 
 

On Sunday, August 21 after Worship in the Dining Room,  
come and learn a little more about the Iona Pilgrimage  
experience this summer. We’ll show a few pictures and hear 
some stories, all to provide an in-depth understanding and  
inspiration for our journey of faith together as a kind of  
pilgrimage every day.  

 
 

 

At that same gathering on, Sunday, August 21 after Worship, we’ll consider 
where we might go next summer, 2023. People have expressed interest in the 
Camino de Santiago, Ghost Ranch in New Mexico, and another Iona experience. 
Pastor Seth will share possibilities, welcome all questions, and want to hear of your 
interest! 
  
If you may be interested in  sharing a pilgrimage experience and cannot make the 
meeting, please contact Pastor Seth. 
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FPC offers a number of educational and fellowship opportunities for adults! Find a time that works for you, 
or a connection you want to make, and reach out. We’d love to have you join us! If there is a small group for 

education or fellowship that you would like to start, reach out to Pastor Chrissy. She’s happy to help           
support new ideas!  

 Usual Location Contact Time 

Sunday    

Prayer Partners Room 301 Pat Stromsta August 14 
9:00 a.m. 

Reading Aloud Zoom Kim Cummings Contact Kim for more  
Information 

Monday       

Thoughtful Readers Room 300 Bev Murray and  
Donna Schonveld 

No meeting in August 

Tuesday       

Men’s Fellowship Archives Bill Sorenson 7:00 a.m. every Tuesday 

Tuesday Noon Study  Library Seth Weeldreyer Tuesdays at noon 
 

Wednesday       

Noon Prayer Service Sanctuary Seth Weeldreyer Every Wednesday at 
noon. 

Thursday       

Women’s Bible Study Connie Houts’ 
Home 

Chrissy Westbury 
Pat Stromsta 

9:30 a.m. every Thursday 
Medieval Women Mystics 

 – Mystics, Martyrs, and Scholars  
Thursdays, 9:30-11 in Room 314/315  
Join Pastor Chrissy for a four-week study of strong female voices who shaped theology in the medieval  
period, beginning on August 4. We’ll spend time with Hildegard of Bingen, Mechthild of Magdeburg,  
Julian of Norwich, and Marguerite Porete, hearing about their lives and deaths, their near-death  
experiences, visions of the divine, and even a burning at the stake! These women, whether revered or  
reviled in their time, changed history and engaged the divine in new ways that continue to be a part 
of the theological conversation today.   
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What is the Ford-Neff Mission Endowment Fund? 
 
One of the ministries of the Outreach Committee for First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo is recommending 
how certain endowment monies will be spent: for example, the Ford-Neff Mission Endowment Fund.  
 
The fund was established in 1965 by Frank and Betty Ford in honor of their parents. After the fund’s creation 
the Fords continued to add to the principal each year while they lived. The endowment was created with the  
intent that it would be spent on outreach projects that were not covered by the church’s General Fund.  
 
The Fords asked that the funds cover mission work in the following areas: 
 
• Local agencies that provide relief for those suffering from hunger, inadequate shelter, or poverty, such as 

Ministry with Community, Housing Resources, Inc., and others. 
 
• Global outreach agencies that support relief for those in poverty, such as Church World Service and One 

Great Hour of Sharing. And for partner congregations at Christian churches, such as First Presbyterian 
Church in Sokode Bagble, Ghana. 

 
• To cover their tuition, textbooks, room and board of those attending Presbyterian Theological Seminaries, 

primarily for black students The grants are to be administered by the school the students are attending.  
 
• As seed money for new and worthy benevolent projects of First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo. 
 
If you have a suggestion on how these funds could be spent, please contact a member of the Outreach  
committee:  Mike Boersma, Ellen Dykhuis, Susan DeJong, Cynthia Feuch, Duane Fisk, Craig Kortlandt,  
Marty and Linda Meloche, Bev Murray, Bob Poel, Ray Wicks, or Moderator Scott Wilson. 

  
At KFPC, we are in a season of storytelling, a season of reconnecting, a season of getting to know one another  
more deeply. The Myrtle Collaboration team is leading an effort funded by a grant from Louisville Seminary and 
the Lilly Foundation, to learn more deeply about who we have been, who we are, and who we are called to be as a  
congregation. A major part of this effort is our ongoing story-sharing project.   
 
We have had many questions about the project's shape and purpose. The reality is that it’s an organic process 
that is taking shape as we engage it. Stories are being shared on Facebook, in the Presbyter, and in our daily 
conversations. Eventually, we hope to gather a collection of these stories in an art piece, a book, or a video. 
But the point and purpose of the project is to begin the process of knowing one another more deeply.   
 
Mike Hammond recently attended one of our meetings and had this to say: “I really believe you are on a cool path 
for our church if I understand your end game correctly. I was one of those individuals Allison mentioned who was 
wondering, "what's the purpose?"  I think I get it now. And it isn't about ending your project in a book, video, or art. 
It's about who we all are (or could be) in this community. That is, we are a church family genuinely interested in one 
other. Out of these stories come deeper relationships, individual gifts put in action, greater levels of fellowship, and 
connectedness. Some stories will end up in books, videos, or art. Most will reside in our hearts and souls.  
Realistically, not all of us will participate. Some will participate freely and often. But I can see it becoming one of 
those ‘who we are’ things the members and friends intuitively know about this church community.”  
 
I  hope you’ll join us. We are looking for folks who have stories to tell (and everyone has a story to tell!), folks who 
are interested in helping others tell their stories, and folks who are interested in helping with the planning and  
programs for the project. Let Pastor Chrissy know if you would like to get involved!   
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Your donation can help feed Kalamazoo’s hungry children. 
 
School is out for the summer and for many 
children across Kalamazoo that means they 
are going hungry. When school is in, they 
qualify for free  
lunches. That meal is not available to them 
once summer break begins.  
 
The Outreach Committee of FPC reminds 
members that you can help feed these chil-
dren. Food collections for Loaves and 
Fishes are continuously ongoing at the 
church. During summer months food that  
children like to eat for lunch is  
particularly welcome.  
 
Food and financial donations also are  
Encouraged, as the cost of food has  
continued to rise for the nonprofit,  
as it has for others. 
 
Loaves and Fishes reports that the first 
six months of the year have been  
exceptionally challenging — a trend  
that is expected for at least another year, 
if not longer. The increased food costs you 
see at local grocery stores are being felt on 
a much larger scale at Kalamazoo Loaves 
and Fishes, especially when you factor in 
high freight costs.  
 
The graphs from the KLF newsletter shows 
purchased food costs for the past three  
fiscal years. Comparatively, you will see 
the food received from the USDA over the 
same time period. The final graph shows 
that commitments for Kalamazoo Loaves 
and Fishes have climbed dramatically in 
the past six months and are expected to 
remain at this higher level. 
 
Kalamazoo Loaves & Fishes is a “Food 
Bank Plus”. This means that the nonprofit acquires food through donations and 
its pennies-on-the-pound purchasing power, and distributes food at 77 distribution sites throughout Kalamazoo 
County via our five food programs. The nonprofit provides an average of 700 people with groceries each day.  

~Graphic courtesy of Loaves & Fishes 
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Date Start Time Event Place 

 Sunday, July 31 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary  

 11:15 a.m. Confessing our Faith Room 314/315 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, August 1 6:30 p.m. Congregational Life Meeting Zoom 

  7:30 p.m. Communications Committee Zoom 

Tuesday, August 2 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 1:00 p.m. Stitchers Sewing Room 

Wednesday, August 3 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

Thursday, August 4 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

  9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Connie Houts’ home 

 5:30 p.m. Family VBS Dining Room 

 7:30 p.m. Stewardship Archives 

Friday, August 5 5:30 p.m. Family VBS Dining Room 

Sunday, August  7 10:00 a.m. Church Service Room 301 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, August 8 1:00 p.m. Card Ministry Craft Room 

 Tuesday, August 9 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

 6:00 p.m. Green Presbyterians Library 

  7:00 p.m. Worship & Music Meeting Zoom 

 7:00 p.m. Finance Meeting Archives 

Wednesday, August 10 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate The Vision Dining Room 

  6:00 p.m. Personnel Meeting Library 

 7:00 p.m. Outreach Meeting Archives 

 Thursday, August 11 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

  9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Connie Houts’ home 

 6:00 p.m. Property Committee Meeting Library 

 7:00 p.m. Faith Formation Committee Meeting Zoom 

Below is a total list of all the public church events in June-July (excluding meetings and regular church     
services). Any missing dates on the calendar have been intentionally skipped, as there are no public church 
events on those days. 

Keep your eye on our Facebook page to learn more about upcoming events.  
https://www.facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
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Date Start Time Event Place 

Sunday, August 14 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary 
 11:15 a.m. Health Ministry Meeting Library 

  7:00  p.m. Taizé Worship  East Transept 

 Monday, August 15  Presbyter Deadline for Articles  
 6:30 p.m. Congregational Deacons Rooms 314/315 

Tuesday, August 16 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

Wednesday, August 17 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

 5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 
 6:30 p.m. Session Gathering Place 

Thursday, August 18 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

  9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Connie Houts’ home 

Sunday, August 21 10:00 a.m. Church Service Room 301 
 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, August 22 1:00 p.m. Card Ministry Card Room 

 7:00 p.m. Thoughtful Readers Room 300 

Tuesday, August 23 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

Wednesday, August 24 9:00 a.m. Staff Planning Meeting Off-site 

 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

Thursday, August 25 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Connie Houts’ home 

Sunday, August 28 10:00 a.m. Church Service Sanctuary 

 7:00 p.m. Worship at Pine Island Pine Island Campus 

August 24 is Office Staff Planning Day. The office will be closed.  We will be holding a meeting 
off-site. If you have something pressing for that day, please make arrangements. 

We are updating member records. Over the next few months, we will reach out to you for updated  
information to serve the congregation better. 
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11  
    Erin Leder 
12 
 Cozette Ruff 
13 
   Juanita Erdos 
14 
   Mason Coleman 
   Betty Van Der Slik 
15  
   Jill Barnum 
   Christopher Honeysett 
   Curtis Leibbrand 
   Ronald Tanis 
16  
    (none) 
17 
17     
   Jill Aspergren 
   Crystal Richman 
18  
   David Campbell 
19  
   Joan Colgren 
   Brittany (Fisk) Robbins 
   John Willson 
20  
   Mary Brooks   
21  
   Sydney Wilson 

22 
   Carol Barratt-Schmiege 
   Ashley Carter 
   Samantha King 
   Tim Liggett 
 Benji Yohe 
23  
 Rosie Yohe 
24 
   Lynn Arwady 
  George Hammond 
25  
   Samantha Fuehr 
   Jeffrey Shaw 
   Norma Smith   
26  
   Daniel Corse 
   Geoffrey Wardwell   
27  
   Alex Coryell 
   Michael Warlick 
28  
   Dorothy Castor 
 Semashere Pegheleh 
   Janet Scarrow 
   Abigail Sherrill    
29 
   Alissa Britigan 
   David Dell 
   Henry Lewis 
30  
   Mackenzie Jonas 
31 
   Patricia Corse 
   Sharon Hartwigsen   
   Chuck Madden 
  Paul Perks 
    Carter Tuin 

1 
   Liam Beals 
   Jacob Schut 
2  
   (none) 
3  
   Michael Bova 
 Diane Marsom 
4  
   Nick Hunter 
   Wendy Miedema 
5  
   Bev Murray 
   Jakob Schnur   
6  
   Kim Cummings 
   Beth Dyer  
 Gail Fitzpatrick-Fox 
   Grace Kande 
 Louise Taylor 
7  
   Annaliese Bol 
   Logan Brown 
   Marcie Compton 
   Carol Steinman 
8  
 (none) 
9  
   Scott Carter 
   Bob Cowell 
   Colin Feucht 
   Andrew Lenderink 
   Mary Palmatier 
   Leo Thielman 
10 
   Abigail Nkwewoh 
 John Sage 

If you are a church      
member and we have 
missed your birthday, 

please let Kelly know.: 
kellys@fpckzoo.com 
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The Fetzer Institute is partnering with Western Michigan University and StoryCorps to bring StoryCorps’ One Small 
Step to Kalamazoo. One Small Step is a program that brings two strangers together to have a facilitated conversation 
about their lives, and not about politics. The point of these conversations is for folks to get to know people as fellow 
humans in their community that they might have not otherwise, and with permission, these conversations are recorded 
and archived in the Library of Congress. One Small Step is premised on the idea that “you can’t hate up close.”  
 
Registration  has opened for folks in Kalamazoo to participate in this story-sharing, and they will be recording these 
conversations in late September for those individuals selected. Organizing partners would love to have people of faith 
represented in the Kalamazoo cohort of conversations. 
 
 If you are interested in sharing your story, you can register and find more details by following this link: 
https://wmich.edu/wetalk/onestep 
 
Here is a link to listen to some of the recorded stories: 
https://storycorps.org/stories/ 

Are you a woman looking for fellowship and a stronger connection to the church?  Martha Circle may be for you! 
We are a small group of women who meet monthly to support one another in our Christian faith. There are no  
membership requirements, and all women are welcome. We share concerns and joys, study together, and explore what 
it means to be a Christian woman in today's world. We also provide cookies for Celebrate the Vision on our meeting 
day. Our regular meeting time is 3:00 p.m. on the second Wednesday of each month from September through June.  
We will meet on Wednesday, September 14, in the Gathering Place, and continue the Presbyterian Women's Bible 
study “What My Grandmothers Taught Me - Learning from the Women in Matthew's Genealogy of Jesus”. Each      
lesson is self-contained, so you can join us at any time. September's lesson is about Bathsheba (identified in the  
genealogy only as the wife of Uriah), who finds her voice and influences kings.            
 
All women are invited and will be warmly welcomed!  
 
Please contact Elaine Johns (269-323-7395) or emjohns513@aol.com) for more information  

Adult and Handbell Choirs will not rehearse or perform from July 31 through the end of August.  
Enjoy the rest of the summer! 

Please welcome Kelly Short as he begins his new role as Operations Coordinator. He will continue serving as 
communications coordinator until we find a suitable candidate. He asks you to please be patient.  
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Save the date for WHOLE FAMILY VBS, 
August 4th and 5th from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  This 
year, VBS is designed for the entire family 
to attend and participate in together!   
Join us for dinner at 5:30, followed by  
a lesson, games, crafts, and activities  
for all ages.  
 
YOU ARE LOVED! 
Registration is required.  
Please scan the QR code to register  
Or visit:  https://tinyurl.com/3936b9mw 

 

FPC needs a volunteer to assist with “sprucing up” the Sanctuary each week on a regular basis. This includes, but  
is not limited to, checking / re-stocking friendship pads, turning them in to the office, refilling brochure racks and  
special seasonal offerings, removing obsolete literature, old envelopes, bulletins, and the occasional unsightly      
refuse that gets left behind after Worship. This is important in keeping the Sanctuary ready for Worship each week.  
Contact Kelly, if interested: kellys@fpckzoo.org 

CTV needs your help!! Are you part of a small group within the church?  Part of a book club or       
committee?  Consider participating in our active outreach ministry by helping to make a meal for a 
Wednesday night community dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you need along the way!   
For more information and or to get your small group on the schedule, please contact Meredith: 
mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by community spread and rate of 
hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage each person 
to make a wise decision: 

• The CDC strongly urges ALL people, regardless of vaccination status, to wear 
masks in public places. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

As ever, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ from 
your own. 

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


The Presbyter  ╬ August 2022 ╬ 15 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
 

FPC Parish Associates:   
 The Reverend Dr. Liz Candido, ecandido@kzoo.edu 
 The Reverend Amber Nettleton,  amber.nettleton@gmail.com  
 

 
 
 

 
FPC STAFF  

(269) 344-0119  
(telephone extensions are listed below) 

 
Pastor 
The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
sethw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 202 
 

Associate Pastor 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury 
chrissyw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext 203  
 
Director of Youth & Families  
Meredith Alspach 
mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 208 
 
Operations / Communications Coordinator  
Kelly Short 
kellys@fpckzoo.orgo.org  
Ext. 209 
 
Financial Coordinator 
Louise Taylor 
louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 206 
 
 
Director of Music 
Carl Witt 
carlw@fpckzoo.org 
 
Organist 
Autumn 
autumn@fpckzoo.org 
 
 
Building Superintendent 
Shawn Smith            
Shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 213 
 

Custodian (Ext. 213):  
Randy Randt 
Logan McCafferty 
 
South Lobby Receptionists (Ext. 221) 
Bruce Birkel                 Sandy Sinotte 
Deb Weurding              Bob Brush III 
 
 

      
 

Hearing Assistance Devices for in-person worship services can be  
requested from any usher, or you may call the church office in advance. 
 

Copies of large-print bulletins and announcements are available every 
Sunday morning for in-person Worship. Ask one of the ushers for a copy. 
 

If you would like to receive weekly e-mail updates about events in the life  
of FPC, please contact Kelly Short at kellys@fpckzoo.org and ask that your 
e-mail address be added to the list. 
 

DVD’s can be created for those with limited access to our services. You may 
call 344-0119 to place an order. 
 

Gluten-free bread is served at all communion services. 

  

Our congregation publishes the Presbyter on a monthly  
basis, with the exception of bi-monthly issues in the 

summer and during the Christmas season. While this may change with the  
complications of planning in our country’s situation, here is the tentative 
schedule for the August issue. 
 
  Issue    Deadline for Content    Folding Date   Mailing Date 

 September     August 12           August 30       August 31 

 

Many members receive the Presbyter newsletter via e-mail only, to help 
conserve paper and other resources. If you would like to have your name  
removed from the USPS mailing list, please contact us. 
 
The Presbyter is also available for viewing on the FPC website: 
http://fpckzoo.org/about/resources/presbyter/ 

Sign up for announcements and links to online Worship; it’s as easy as 1, 2, 3!  
 
1. Go to the FPC website (http://fpckzoo.org/) and scroll to 

the bottom of the page.   
2. There is a short form to complete (email address, first 

name, and last name).   
3. When it is completed, just hit “subscribe” and your name 

will be added to our email list. 
 
Emails containing announcements are generally sent on Thursday afternoons. 
If you haven’t received it by Friday afternoon, please look in your “junk”. 
and/or “spam” folder to see if it went there. 
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