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As we celebrate this Easter season I’m moved by signs of new and abundant life among us. It’s the presence of Holy 

Love embodied in our humanity. It’s evidence of Sacred Purpose in and beyond our best plans, comprehension, and 

imagination. It’s the Divine Power that raised Christ from the tomb and continues to give us wisdom, inspiration, 

courage, vitality … and for me, at least, gratitude for this glory of God we witness. Here’s what I see.  

 

Beauty amid frailty. Our bodies break down and our minds don’t work as well as they once did. Once beloved        

relationships fracture in conflict or simply fade into distance. Ordinary life flourishing for so many can so quickly be 

obliterated by bombs, bullets, missiles, and abhorrent abuses twisted humans pursue in such a reality of vulnerability. 

Even in the best of times, life can seem frail. And still, loving family encircles the bedside. Estranged parents and 

children, siblings, or friends take faltering steps toward reconnecting and share at least a moment of mercy. An      

outpouring of outrage and support arises from so many people near and far—food, shelter, hugs, medical aid, politi-

cal will—while others give generously their money, prayers, ongoing caring attention. These are real beauties we’ve 

witnessed.  

 

Grace amid uncertainty. We’re still returning to normal post-pandemic, whatever that will be. While we fret about 

infection. While financial pressures and wars cause inflation. While plans get amended—everything from vacations 

to building a chapel at our Pine Island campus (see inside). It can seem hard to know what to expect about our world 

or from the next medical check-up. And still, we respect others who feel vulnerable. We resist opportunistic gouging, 

while also paying a bit extra willingly if it really helps the good of others. We remain committed to working together 

patiently, considering various voices, keeping alive a vision of what’s possible. And we face whatever comes with 

courage amid anxiety, trust deeper than lingering questions, caring support amid fear. This is real grace we receive 

and offer in return. 

 

Hope amid change. We’re fast approaching a season of graduations. For others, it’s retirement, a move in work or 

home. So many personal transitions in stages of life and awakenings of true identity. While all around us technology 

gets more capable and complicated. We share concern about decaying moral norms, cultural assumptions, and cli-

mate health. We grow in awareness of inequities and our complicities. And especially poignant, for me, the inherent 

transient nature of church—beloved people leaving for whatever reason, while new friends join us all the time. All of 

which means that for worse and potentially better life isn’t the same. And still, so many gifts abound among us, even 

beyond those yet discovered. Peace arises or at least seems possible as we live more authentically, in the integrity of 

love. People simply care enough to be concerned about the world around and try to do what we can, where we    are 

serving others, reducing consumption, speaking truth in love. Despite whatever evidence and experience, these are 

real causes for hope we embody.  

 

And here’s the point of all we witness and pursue. I believe the Risen Christ gets revealed in this beauty, grace, hope 

for we are the Body of Christ, Paul affirms … and calls us evermore to be. So may God’s ways of love and life in 

Jesus Christ arise in our renewed passion, compassion, and purpose! 

 

Grace and peace, 
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Grounded in living faith,  

receiving diversity as a gift,  
we seek to reflect Christ’s light  

in God’s world.  
 

Continually discerning God’s  
vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship,  
spiritual nurture, compassionate  
service to  others, and the pursuit  
of justice—all to the glory of God. 

 
May 1 

Third Sunday of Easter 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 65:17-25 ; John 21:1-19  

 
May 8 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
The Rev. Amber Nettleton 

Psalm 23; John 10:22-30 
 

May 15 
Fifth Sunday of Easter 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
John 13:31-35; Acts 9:1-20 

 
May 22 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 David Lamotte, preaching 

 
May 29 

Seventh Sunday of Easter 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
Acts 1:1-11; John 17:20-26 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 

 

262  

This style of worship fosters a more contemplative spirit, including readings and prayers interspersed with   
silence and singing lead by piano. Sitting in a circle around candles in the middle, it’s a simpler, centering way 
to share worship. Come give it a try on Sunday, May 15 at 7:00 pm in the East Transept of our Sanctuary!  
 

We want to celebrate with all of our 2022 graduates —high school, college, graduate 
school, and trade school! Did you or your child or grandchild who has connections to 
FPC graduate this year? Send an email to Pastor Chrissy with their name, where they 
are graduating from, and what their plans are for whatever is next, along with a    
photo. On June 5 we will celebrate and recognize our graduates in Worship!  

The Presbytery of Lake Michigan will meet in our church on Tuesday, June 14. We need volunteers to help greet 
guests and ensure the meeting runs smoothly. Particular roles include parking / orienting how to enter, directing 
inside, check-in process, and food preparation. The busiest period will be 8:30 to 10:00 AM, with diminished    
activity through  early afternoon. Please contact Becky Demcovitz if you are willing to help! 
(demcovitz@msn.com) 
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Class of 2022 
Jill Barnum 
Bob Brush 

Richard Coryell 
Ellen Dykhuis 
Kathy Jennings 
Don Meldrum 

Heather Misner 

Class of 2023 
Susan Agostinelli 

Kathy Cooney 
Craig Kortlandt 

Deb Taylor 
Janet Todd 

Oliver Takuh 

Class of 2024 
Becky Demcovitz 

Cynthia Feucht 
 Mark Loehrke 
 Mark Ohrstrom 

 Pat Stromsta 
Heather Cloetingh  

Scott Wilson 

Clerk of Session: Allison Hammond                                                      
Youth Elder: Annalise Bol 

Martha Circle is a small group of women who meet each month to share joys and concerns, study together, and 

support each other in our journey as Christian women. Our current study is “What My Grandmothers Taught 

Me” looking at the women in Matthew’s genealogy of Jesus.   

 

This month we will learn more about Ruth’s place in that line. We will meet on Wednesday, May 11, at 3:00 

PM in the Gathering Place and all women are invited. For more information contact Elaine Johns at 

emjohns513@aol.com or 269-808-7109. We would love to include you in our circle! 
 
 
For more information, please contact Elaine Johns at emjohns513@aol.com or call 269-808-7109. 

 
We have been certified as an Earth Care Congregation by Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.)'s Presbyterian Hunger  
Program!  
 
To become an Earth Care Congregation, this congregation affirmed an Earth Care Pledge to integrate environmental 
practices and thinking into their worship, education, facilities, and outreach.  
 
The Earth Care Congregation certification is designed to recognize churches that make the commitment to take  
seriously God’s charge to “till and keep” the garden. 
 
Started in 2010 by the PC(USA), the goal of this program is to inspire churches to care for God’s earth in a holistic 
way, through integrating earth care into all aspects of their church life. The Earth Care Congregation certification  
honors churches that make that commitment and encourages others to follow their example. 
 
To learn more, check out this article on the church website: 
https://tinyurl.com/25u8vs8m 

mailto:emjohns513@aol.com
mailto:emjohns513@aol.com
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Our planning team continues to make 
steady, determined, and hopeful           
rogress toward a small chapel to be    
constructed on our Pine Island campus. 
Previously we announced approval of a 
Conversation Easement on the           
property, which essentially restricts     
future development to the purposes we 
have in mind (not a shopping mall or 
housing complex), prioritizing care for 
the environment in that place of which 
we are stewards. We have worked with a 
local community member who made a 
substantial contribution to our   building 
fund in exchange for the  easement     
approval.  
  
With those funds received, we will have 
a little under $450,000 to  resource our 
efforts. With this financial clarity and 

other priorities   (for example, solar power!) we’ve revised plans a bit with the architectural firm. Based on 
those revisions, we received estimates from the builder and met with him to discuss options. In short, we’re 
short … of current estimates. What began as an estimated $250,000 project has ballooned to $486,000, as of 
the last estimate (plus cost of solar panel installation and architect fees). The increase is almost entirely based 
on volatile fluctuation in the cost of materials (the builder said around 240% increase!). It’s about supply chain 
issues and, for example, some part of the materiel / manufacturing process originates in Ukraine. The costs will 
surely come down again at some point. Session has said clearly, and we continue to maintain that we will not 
approve any project for which we do not have funds    received—no use of endowment, general fund, or loans. 
So, we will wait to approve any final plan until materiel costs and funds received close the present gap.  
  
We are “in it for the long haul.” We remain committed to a facility that will be aesthetically inspiring,        
functionally flexible and efficient, and durable with as little maintenance, as possible. The builder is moving 
ahead with board approvals so we can break ground as soon as funding is in line. Many fine details remain to 
be decided. Still, with the clarity achieved recently, we expect to publicize the project further with print       
materials and in person conversations in weeks ahead. Please, watch for more information. And look forward 
to being more fully engaged with projects / finishing tasks with the time comes! 
  
The active Planning Team currently includes the following persons: Ellen Dykhuis (Property Committee            
moderator), Jeff Barnum, Bob Cowell, Kathy Jennings, Bob Poel, Susanne Rose, Marlene Stoops, Laurie   
Tupper, Deb Weurding, and Seth Weeldreyer. Contact us with any questions! 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,  
 
We are through the first quarter of 2022; I am pleased to announce that with your continued generosity our Pledge In-
come is up 17%. Along with the income being up, our expenses have been down by 16.9%. Your finance committee 
continues to monitor these funds to ensure that you are being the best stewards of gifts that we can. Below is a snapshot 
view of the    current operating budget.  

Dr. Carl 

We know that deep joy, enduring happiness can’t be found in any     single achievement, fame, or 
fortune. The Dalai Lama and  Archbishop Desmond Tutu spent a week together as friends. They 
traded intimate stories, teased each other, and shared their spiritual  practices. Douglas Abrams 
was along for the ride and was asked by them to compose a book based on their conversation. 
From obstacles to  joy—fear, stress, anger, grief, illness, death—to eight pillars of joy, they offer 
insights from personal stories, wisdom, and science. We’ll meet for seven weeks to reflect on this 
book together. The Book of Joy (New York: Avery, 2016) can be found through your favorite local 
bookseller or Amazon. Here below is the 
schedule for our reading each week,     
meeting on Tuesdays at noon in the     
Library, beginning May 10. Please,  con-
tact pastor Seth Weeldreyer with any 
questions. 

May 10th Pages 1-49 May 17th Pages 51-92 

May 24th Pages 93-134 May 31st Pages 135-188 

June 7th Pages 191-222 June 14th Pages 223-262  

June 21st Pages 263-305   
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 Dear People, 
 
It is with a heart full of gratitude and peace that I take my leave serv-
ing as your Interim Director of Music. As Carl    begins his ministry 
among you, please know what a      pleasure it has been for me to 
serve in this capacity for the last four months. We have shared much 
joy, a little sorrow, great   fellowship, and wonderful (wonderful) mu-
sic          together. I have enjoyed getting to know each and every   
person who serves in this ministry. They are a special group of peo-
ple, these musicians. They love their craft. They love their God. They 
(truly) love one another. 
 
I am ever grateful to the Worship & Music Committee for their trust, 
wisdom, and leadership during these past months. It’s not easy to lose 
both your organist AND your director of music within months of 
each other. They have walked this path with grace and kindness, and 
are to be commended. As they move forward with Carl and Autumn, 
please continue to pray with and for each person serving on this team. 
 
And, to this incredible staff … I will miss our ministry together. You, 
too, have walked this path with grace and kindness. It has been a joy 
to serve with you and I wish you nothing but continued joy as your 
journey continues.  
 
Finally, to you, the gathered community of faith; My prayer for you all is that you are able to deepen your 
knowledge and love of God through the music that is offered weekly in worship. This is how our theology 
is woven together. This is how we love one another. This is how we are inspired to serve.  
 
Wishing you the peace and grace of our Creator, Christ and Holy Spirit ~ 

. 

 
Thursdays May 19 – June 23, 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
The Acts of the Apostles is a unique and crucial book that chronicles the story of 
God’s grace flooding out to the world through the lives of the apostles in the   
decades immediately following Christ’s ascension into heaven. In Acts: Catching 
up with the Spirit, author and biblical scholar Matthew Skinner provides a broad 
yet theologically attuned introduction to this important book and its story of the 
early church learning to bear witness about God’s salvation through Jesus Christ. 
Skinner explores six key themes that illustrate the ways in which reading Acts is 
capable of igniting our imagination about the character of the Christian message, 
the work of God’s people (the church), and the challenges of living faithfully in a 
complex and changing world. 
 
Join Pastor Chrissy for this deep-dive into the book of Acts.  
The book can be ordered on Amazon or through your favorite local bookseller! If 
you need assistance in getting ahold of the book, contact Pastor Chrissy.  
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Class of 2022 

Evelyn Garner 

Wendy King 

Louise McCallum 

Carol Parfitt 

Deb Weurding 

JoAnn Yochim 

  

Class of 2023 

Jan Carpenter 

Hillary Cloetingh 

Paul Minert 

Suzanne Weeldreyer 

Diane White 

Jim Young 

  

Class of 2024 

Aedín Clements 

Karen Nellums  

Jo Russell 

John Fiore 

Nancy Johnson 

Rick Taylor 

 
The Deacons would like to express their thanks to all of you who have  
graciously provided meals through the Meal Train.  Since it’s inception  
in February, 2019, we have provided more than 275 meals to 33 of our  
fellow members. The recipients of the meals have expressed much  
gratitude for the food, and for feeling loved by our congregation. 
 
The Meal Train works like this: 
 
If a member is ill, has had surgery, has had an accident, is bringing home a 
new baby, or just needs some help through a rough time, a Meal Train may 
be requested through your Deacon or a church staff member. 
 
Through MealTrain.com, the dates are sent out to the 40 members who 
have offered to make meals. These volunteers are amazing; the dates are  
sometimes filled in a few hours of sending out the request! 
 
Details are managed by the Deacon coordinator of Meal Train. A big thank 
you to Donita DeBruin who just finished a 3-year term managing the Meal 
Train! 
 

If you have any questions regarding the Meal Train, or would like to  
volunteer, please contact Nancy Johnson or any Deacon. 

 
In March, the groundbreaking began on new 
Children’s Nature Playscape near Bronson 
Park A playscape is similar to a park, but has 
more natural elements. Some of the elements 
included in the final design will be a garden, 
creek bed, bridge, fork, archway, and splash 
area. 
 
As of right now, the first phase of the  
Playscape’s completion is expected to take 
place in June 2022. 
 
To learn more about the playscape, or to  
donate to the building costs, go to their  
website, using the link below. 
 
https://www.kalamazooplayscape.org/ 
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Women’s Thursday Morning Bible Study: Sailboat Church.   
 
For the early Christians, the church was a God-powered, God-led,      
God-resourced adventure.  They depended on the Spirit to provide what 
was needed to do God’s work.   
 
The gifts and resources of the Holy Spirit that were promised to the first 
Christians following Jesus’ resurrection are still available to the church 
and to those who wish to serve God.   God is still “able to do                
immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine according to the power 
that is at work within us (Eph. 3:20). 
 
You are invited to be part of this four week class that meets on  Thursday 
mornings, beginning April 21st at 9:30 (coffee) and 9:45 (discussion and 
prayer) in Room #314.  Books, which include 40 days of prayers, quotes 
from Scripture and brief reflection questions are available on Amazon or 
from a local book store.  Books are recommended but not necessary  The 
class is facilitated by Pat Stromsta. 

 

 
Sundays, May 1, 8, 15, and 29, after worship in Room 300 with Pastor Chrissy 
Prayer is something Christians believe is important. Morning prayers, dinner prayers, bedtime 
prayers, and of course prayer in public worship are all important. Still, we often have questions 
about prayer. Why do Christians pray? If God knows what we need, why should we ask? How 
should we pray? What is the power of prayer? Perhaps you wonder if your prayer  requests are 
for the right things. What should Christians pray for if a friend is terminally ill? A healing 
prayer? A miracle? Can we pray for a salary raise or for our favorite sports team to win? Is this 
what prayer is for? Are our concerns God's concerns?  
  
In this class, we will look at different views Christians have about prayer, particularly whether 
prayer just changes the one who prays or whether God is actually affected and might be moved 
on the basis of our prayer requests. We will study Christian prayer from a biblical perspective 
and from a historical Christian perspective. Using the book of Psalms and other Bible passages, 
participants will gain an understanding of, respect for, and confidence in prayer--inside and 
outside of the church building, alone and in group worship.  
 
Handouts will be provided to participants by Pastor Chrissy.  
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Even though the weather canceled the “Walk”, the need for  
donations continues. You can support Church World Service 
(CWS) in their work in providing nutrition to babies so they can 
develop properly, helping families develop gardens and farms 
to feed themselves and add to their finances, and assist during 
disasters/refugee resettlements. Invest in our neighbors locally 
and around the world. 
Cash and checks made out to ‘CWS’ will be accepted in the 
Gathering Place before or after worship Sunday.  
Online gifts can be made:  https://tinyurl.com/2p94zdrt 
 Go to Teams, Kalamazoo First Presbyterian Church to        
contribute to ‘our team’. 

Thank you for your support!! 

Young Adult Group will meet Friday, May 20 at 7pm 
for BOWLING at Eastland Bowl on Gull Road! This 
group is especially for recent high school graduates up 
to age 25.  All are welcome.  

Save the date!  Family Vacation Bible School will 
be held in the evenings of  August 4th & 5th. Details 
to follow!   



The Presbyter  ╬ May 2022 ╬ 11 

 

You are invited to participate in a Baby Shower for our 
new friends from Afghanistan.  We will welcome two 
new babies in May.  The Salarzai family that our church 
is sponsoring will welcome a baby boy.  and our          
interpreter, Obaid and his wife are also expecting a child. 
 
We are so grateful and blessed to be working with these 
lovely people and want to support them at this            
exciting but demanding time in their lives.  The       
Sponsorship team will gather to celebrate the birth of the 
new babies in June.  Meanwhile, we would like to      
provide them with the necessities that they need for the 
first month after the babies arrive.  If you have any of the 
following items, or would like provide these families with basic necessities for a newborn, please 
let us know.  We will provide the families with a Pack-N-Play for the babies to sleep in.  
 
There is a baby bassinet set up in the Gathering Place to receive your gifts. 
Thank you for your support! 

• Car Seats (for  
infants) 

• Strollers 
• Blankets 
• Sheets for a      

Pack-N-Play  
• Infant Bathing tub 
• Baby towels and 

washcloths 
• Basic Clothing for 

newborn to 6 
months. 

• Onesies 
• Socks 
• Diapers 

(disposable) 
• Gift cards to    

Meijer or Target 

SEE FLOWER CHART IN THE NARTHEX 
PLEASE WRITE YOUR NAME AND PHONE  
NUMBER UNDER THE SUNDAY YOU WISH 
TO PUT FLOWERS IN THE  SANCTUARY IN 
HONOR OR MEMORY OF SOMEONE YOU 

WISH TO 
 REMEMBER.  

PLEASE CALL OR EMAIL THE CHURCH     
OFFICE TO TELL KELLY HOW YOU WANT IT 

*Flowers Need to be delivered on Fridays* 

!!SPREAD THE LOVE!! 
Please let us know if we can distribute  flowers to        

shut-ins after worship! :) 
KELLY: 269-344-0119 x209 or kellys@fpckzoo.org 



The Presbyter  ╬ May 2022 ╬ 12 

 

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 We feel it’s important for children to be a part of worship so that  

worship can become a part of their heart language 
 We know children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time 

 The intent is to give parents a tool to worship with their children in a way  
that makes it easier for families  

Ways to use the Prayground 
 Families can sit together in the West Transept 

 Children can take a movement or stretching break     during worship, taking advantage of 
 the various activities available to help quiet their bodies while listening 

 The Prayground is not staffed - Please do not leave children unattended 
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FPC offers a number of education and fellowship opportunities for adults! Find a time that works for you 
or a connection you want to make and reach out. We’d love to have you join us! If there is a small group 
for education or fellowship that you would like to start, reach out to Pastor Chrissy. She’s happy to help 

support new ideas!  

 Usual Location Contact Time 

Sunday    

Prayer Partners Room 301 Pat Stromsta May 1 
9:00 a.m. 

Reading Aloud Zoom Kim Cummings Contact Kim for more  
Information 

Prayer: Why pray? How do we 
Pray? What Does Prayer Do? 

Room 314/315 Chrissy Westbury 
 

After worship May 1, 8, 
15, 29 
 

Building Community Through 
Sharing Stories with David 
LaMotte 

Dining Room  Chrissy Westbury May 22 
After worship - Lunch 
provided. Please register!  

Monday       

Thoughtful Readers Room 300 Bev Murray and  
Donna Shonveld 

May 23 - 7 p.m. 
Ms. Benson’s Beetle by 

Rachel Joyce 
Tuesday       

Men’s Fellowship Archives Bill Sorenson 7:00 a.m. every Tuesday 

Tuesday Noon Study  Library Seth Weeldreyer No class May 3 
Every Tuesday at noon 

Wisdom in One Word (W.O.W) Contact Pastor 
Chrissy for  
Location 

Sue Caulfield or 
Chrissy Westbury 

May 4, 7:00 p.m. 
 

Wednesday       

Noon Prayer Service Sanctuary Seth Weeldreyer Every Wednesday at 
noon. 

Martha Circle Gathering Place Elaine Johns May 11 
3:00 p.m. 

Celebrate the Vision - Faith in 
practice, serving a meal to our 
neighbors in need.  

Dining Room Chrissy Westbury 
Meredith Alspach 

Every Wednesday at 5:00 
p.m.  

Thursday       

Women’s Bible Study Room 314 Chrissy Westbury 
Pat Stromsta 

9:30 a,m. every Thursday 
April 21-May 12 “Sailboat 
Church”  
May 19 - June 23 “Acts: 
Catching Up with the Spirit” 

https://www.goodreads.com/author/show/19633027.Angeline_Boulley
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May 21, 7 p.m. Concert in the Sanctuary 
May 22, 10 a.m. David will lead us in worship 
May 22, 11:30 a.m. – Lunch and Workshop: Community Building Through     
Sharing Our Stories 
  
There is no single box that would hold David LaMotte.  
He is an award-winning songwriter and itinerant peace activist. 
He has spoken and sung with well-known world changers such as Desmond Tutu and the late civil 
rights hero John Lewis. His peacemaking work has taken him from Bosnia to Belfast and from    
Berlin to Bethlehem. 
Touring full-time for nearly two decades, LaMotte developed a large and loyal following around the 
world. His music has been honored with numerous awards and grants as well as artist sponsorships. 
LaMotte’s music has been featured on dozens of artist compilations. 
“I've spent my whole life, really, my whole adult life, almost 30 years, pretty much-following    
callings as I've felt them in the moment. Pretty much doing what I felt led to do. And somehow it's 
always worked out,” LaMotte says. “Some of that stuff I get paid for, some of it I don't get paid for, 
but all of it is stuff I care about, and that feels authentic to me. So, I've gotten to do that for a living. 
Play music, and talk to people about things I care about, and invite them into conversations that 
matter. And I'm so grateful for that.” 
  
If the name sounds familiar it’s because David LaMotte is no stranger to Kalamazoo audiences. He 
was at First       Presbyterian Church in 2016 when his trio, Abraham Jam, was in town for a        
performance at the 2016 Michigan Festival of Sacred Music. He also appeared in Kalamazoo as part 
of the 2011 Michigan Festival of Sacred Music and has made numerous visits to the Congregation 
of St. Joseph. 
David LaMotte will visit FPC the weekend of May 21 and May 22 to offer a performance and help 
the church kick off a season of storytelling. He will be in concert May 21 at 7 p.m. The concert is 
free and open to the public. LaMotte also will offer a sermon during the worship service at 10 a.m. 
on May 22. Following the worship service, there will be   a storytelling workshop where those in 
attendance will learn about fostering community connection through sharing our stories. The event 
in the Dining Room is for FPC members and friends. Registration is required for this free event. A 
meal will be provided. Please indicate any dietary restrictions when you register.  
  
To register for this event (it’s free!) please use the QR code found on this page, or visit            
https://tinyurl.com/27723t4f 
 

Register for  
FREE 
WORKSHOP 
please use  
the QR code  
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Date Start Time Event Place 

Sunday, May 1 8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud Small Conference Room 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Gathering Place 

  9:00 a.m. Prayer Partners Room 301 

 After Worship Class: Prayer: Why Pray? Room 300 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Tuesday, May 3 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

  1:00 p.m. Stitchers Sewing Room 

Wednesday, May 4 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

  6:30 p.m. W.O.W. TBD 

Thursday, May 5 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Room 314/315 

  5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal Room 116 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Gathering Place 

Sunday, May 8 8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud Small Conference Room 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Gathering Place 

 10:00 a.m. Church Service Room 301 

 After Worship Class: Prayer: Why Pray? Room 300 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Monday, May 9 1:00 p.m. Card Ministry Craft Room 

Tuesday, May 10 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

  6:00 p.m. Stewardship Meeting  

Wednesday, May 11 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  3:00 p.m. Martha Circle Gathering Place 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

Thursday, May 12 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study Room 301 

  5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Room 116 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Gathering Place 

 Sunday, May 15 8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud Small Conference Room 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal Gathering Place 

 10:00 a.m. Church Service Room 301 

 After Worship Class: Prayer: Why Pray? Room 300 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting  Room 301 

Below is a total list of all the public church events in May (excluding meetings and regular church services). 
Any missing dates on the calendar have been intentionally skipped, as there are no public church events on 
those days. 

Keep your eye on our Facebook page to learn more about upcoming events.  
https://www.facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
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Date Start Time Event Place 

Tuesday, May 17 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

Wednesday, May 18 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

 6:30 p.m. Session  

 7:00 p.m. Finance Meeting  

Thursday, May 19 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible Study  Room 314/315 

  5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Room 116 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Gathering Place 

Saturday, May 21 7:00 p.m. David LaMotte Free Concert Sanctuary  

Sunday, May 22 8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud Small Conference Room 

  9:00 a.m. Adult Choir Practice Gathering Place 

 10:00  a.m. David LaMotte  led Service Sanctuary 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting Room 301 

 11:30 a.m. David LaMotte  Workshop Dining Room 

  7:00 p.m. Taizé Service Sanctuary 

Monday, May 23 7:00 p.m. Thoughtful Readers Room 300 

Tuesday, May 24 7:00 a.m. Men’s Fellowship Archives 

Wednesday, May 25 12:00 p.m. Prayer Service Sanctuary 

  5:00 p.m. Celebrate the Vision Dining Room 

 9:00 a.m. Library Work Time Library 

Thursday, May 26 9:45 a.m. Women’s Bible Study  Room 314 

  5:30 p.m. Handbell Choir Room 116 

  7:00 p.m. Adult Choir Gathering Place 

Sunday, May 29 8:30 a.m. Reading Aloud Small Conference Room 

 9:00 a.m. Adult Choir Practice Gathering Place 
 After Worship Class: Prayer: Why Pray? Room 300 

 11:15 a.m. Refugee Resettlement Team Meeting Room 301 

Monday, May  30  Building Closed For Memorial Day  
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 16 
Brett Birch 
Cass Hough 
Elizabeth Lewis 
17 
Veronica Harik 
18 
Kendall Coon 
Randy Eberts 
Brett Labian 
19  
Frank Demcovitz  
20 
Samuel Beals 
Thomas Becker 
Eva Hanka 
Cecilee Jarrad 
Norm McCallum 
James McGruder 
Sherry Sorensen 
Justin Tarr 
21 
Linda Dalrymple 
22 
Ethan Feucht 
Laura Ford 
Nancy Hamilton 
Andrew Taylor 
Aaron Van Heest 
23 
Susan Agostinelli 
Sue Grossman 
Thomas White 
24 
Jadyn Bradford 
Lisa Diamond 
Carol Eddy 
Ray Wicks 
25 
Marysol Millar 
Chris Palmer 
26 
Chris Bol 
Kathy Campbell 
Lois Elferdink 
Nancy Harwood 
 

27 
Gretchen Coleman 
Karin Colvin 
Mimi Cummings 
Connie Houts 
28 
Phil Torrence 
Julie Tyler 
29 
Susan DeJong 
Ken Freed 
Sharon Mattingly 
Richard Stewart 
30 
Jeff Barnum 
Conner Diamond 
Susan Hanselman 
Amy Hirt 
Jeffrey King 
Gloria Landman 
Molly Longman 
31 
Kurt Droppers 
Karen Jarrad 
Donna Schonveld 

1 
Emily Curtis 
Peg Hajek 
Edward Ihling 
Marilyn Walker 
2 
Ian Case 
Estella Graziano 
Peggy Warlick 
3 
Nicholas Agostinelli 
Amber Beals 
Anna Clements 
4 
David Johnson 
Christian Rey 
6 
Connor Bigelow 
7 
Margo Clouse 
Claire Honeysett 
Nicholas King 
Eleanor Pinkham 
8 
Lynn Arwady 
Lauren Crabb 
Anna Diamond 
Roland Prevost 
9 
Rowan Kortlandt 
10 
Anne Louise Coryell 
Barb DeVries 
11 
Mary Elliott 
12 
Evan Breisach 
13   
Mozelle Padgett 
David Standish, Sr. 
14 
Laureen Meeker 
Lila Molitor 
15 
Caitlin Brooks 
Rob Padgett III 
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OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

 
 

FPC Parish Associates:   
 The Reverend Liz Candido, ecandido@kzoo.edu 
 The Reverend Amber Nettleton,  amber.nettleton@gmail.com  
 
FPC Parish Associate and United Campus Ministry Pastor  
 The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, ucmkrking@yahoo.com 

 
 
 

 
FPC STAFF  

(269) 344-0119  
(telephone extensions are listed below) 

 
Pastor 
The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
sethw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 202 
 

Associate Pastor 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury 
chrissyw@fpckzoo.org 
Ext 203  
 
Director of Youth & Families  
Meredith Alspach 
mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 208 
 
Communications Coordinator  
Kelly Short 
kellys@fpckzoo.org  
Ext. 209 
 
Financial Coordinator 
Louise Taylor 
louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 206 
 
Operations Coordinator 
J. A. Lewellen 
jal@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 205 
 
Director of Music 
Carl Witt 
carlw@fpckzoo.org 
 
Organist 
Autumn 
autumn@fpckzoo.org 
 
 
Building Superintendent 
Shawn Smith            
ssmith@fpckzoo.org 
Ext. 213 
 

Custodian (Ext. 213):  
Randy Randt 
Logan McCafferty 
 
South Lobby Receptionists (Ext. 221) 
Bruce Birkel                 Sandy Sinotte 

      
 

Hearing Assistance Devices for in-person worship services can be  
requested from any usher, or you may call the church office in advance. 
 

Copies of large-print bulletins and announcements are available every 
Sunday morning for in-person Worship. Ask one of the ushers for a copy. 
 

If you would like to receive weekly e-mail updates about events in the life  
of FPC, please contact Hannah Foreman at kellys@fpckzoo.org and ask that 
your e-mail address be added to the list. 
 

DVD’s can be created for those with limited access to our services. You may 
call 344-0119 to place an order. 
 

Gluten-free bread is served at all communion services. 

  

Our congregation publishes the Presbyter on a month-
ly  

basis, with the exception of bi-monthly issues in the summer and during the 
Christmas season. While this may change with the  
complications of planning in our country’s situation, here is the tentative 
schedule for the balance of the 2021 program year: 
 
  Issue            Deadline for Content     Mailing Date 

    June                                         May 16               May 25 

   July                  June 15             July 28  

 

Many members receive the Presbyter newsletter via e-mail only, to help 
conserve paper and other resources. If you would like to have your name  
removed from the USPS mailing list, please contact us. 
 
The Presbyter is also available for viewing on the FPC website: 

Sign up for announcements and links to online Worship; it’s as easy as 1, 2, 3!  
 
1. Go to the FPC website (http://fpckzoo.org/) and scroll to 

the bottom of the page.   
2. There is a short form to complete (email address, first 

name, and last name).   
3. When it is completed, just hit “subscribe” and your name 

will be added to our email list. 
 
Emails containing announcements are generally sent on Thursday afternoons. 
If you haven’t received it by Friday afternoon, please look in your “junk”. 
and/or “spam” folder to see if it went there. 

 

In Memoriam 
Phyllis Buskirk was born on July 19, 1930. 
She joined FPC on September 29, 1955 and  
passed away on February 8. 
 
Elsie Johnson was born on October 7, 1920. 
She joined FPC on October 15, 1989, and 
passed away on March 2. 
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