
  

“No daylight to separate us. 

Only kinship. Inching ourselves closer to creating a community of kinship such that God might 

recognize it. Soon we imagine, with God, this circle of compassion. Then we imagine no one 

standing outside of that circle, moving ourselves closer to the margins so that the margins 

themselves will be erased. We stand there with those whose dignity has been denied. We      

locate ourselves with the poor and the powerless and the voiceless. At the edges, we join the 

easily despised and the readily left out. We stand with the demonized so that the demonizing 

will stop. We situate ourselves right next to the disposable so that the day will come when we 

stop throwing people away.”   

  ~ Gregory Boyle  



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

O Perfect Love            Karrin Ford
      

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord of hosts! 
Even the sparrow finds a home, and the swallow a nest for herself, 
where she may lay her young, at your altars, O Lord of hosts. 
Happy are those who live in your house, ever singing your praise. 
For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere. 
For the Lord God is a sun and shield; O Lord of hosts, happy is everyone 
who trusts in you! 

     

        “We Wait the Peaceful Kingdom”         Kathleen R. Moore 

(from the Corrymeela Community) 

Courage comes from the heart and we are welcomed by you, O God, the heart of all 
being. We bear witness to our faith, knowing that we are called to live lives of courage, 
love, and reconciliation in the ordinary and extraordinary moments of each day.  We 
bear witness, too, to our failures and our complicity in the fractures of our world.   
May we be courageous today.  May we learn today.  May we love today.  Amen. 
  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   

“You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy”      The Worship Book 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

   



  
from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Friends, trust in Jesus, who proclaimed God’s reign—preaching, teaching, healing, 
eating with outcasts, and forgiving. God raised Jesus, breaking the power of sin and 
evil. Loving us still, God acts with justice and mercy to redeem us and all creation.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In a broken and fearful world, God’s Spirit claims us in waters of baptism and gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing. We watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, as we 
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

    

Children: You are loved 
  Congregation: You are Loved 

   

       
Gracious God, We pray for open hearts and receptive minds to gratefully accept your 
messages to us.  May we engage our imaginations as we hear your Word, so that we 
can ponder how it might change our actions and enliven our spirits as we walk in faith 
and serve our community in creative and loving ways.  Amen. 

   

Psalm 82:1-8                     Old Testament, p. 542 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   



 

Two Shaker Songs          Arr. K. Siegfried 
             

“Love is Little” 
 

Love is little, love is low, love will make my spirit grow. 
Grow in peace, grow in light, love will do the thing that’s right. 
 

“Heavenly Display” 
 

The waves of the ocean imitate the rolls of the heavenly music that rolls in heaven. 
O le ul lum ul la, O le ul lum ul la 
O glory to God for this heavenly display. 
 

The wheels of a timepiece imitate the flows of the heavenly love, love that flows 
in heaven. 
O le ul lum ul la… 
 

The wings of an eagle imitate the seraphim that soar in the heavens of heavenly love. 
O le ul lum ul la… 

 
 

Luke 10:25-37      New Testament, p. 71 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
   

      His Own Animal 
 

“What is the World Like”         Adam M. L. Tice
         

 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

 

  “For the Life That You Have Given”     Carl P. Daw,  Jr. 
For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, 
with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 
here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring; 
give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing.



  Generous God, 
We are grateful for so many gifts.  Help us to cling to our gratitude so closely that 
we are compelled to act out of it on a daily basis, as well.  We offer these gifts of 
paper and coin that suffering may be eased, and joy may be complete, all in your 
glorious and loving name.  Amen. 

    The Lord be with you. 
       And also with you. 
    Let us pray. …  
     Echoing the leader, the congregation is invited to sing the Lord’s Prayer. 

“God of the Sparrow”          Jaroslav J. Vajda 
 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

Pièce              César Franck 
    

 

 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 
 

Your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth  
as in heaven 
 

Give us today 
our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us 

Save us from the time 
of trial, 
and deliver us 
from evil. 
 

For the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are yours, forever. 
For ever 
and ever. 
 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
Holy is your name. 
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Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time. 
 The intent is to give parents a way to worship with their children, a way that makes it easier 

for families. 
Ways to use the Prayground 

 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a stretching break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed. Please do not leave children unattended. 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Evelyn Garner and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon 

Jean Appel 
Deborah Bender 
Kim and Miriam Cummings 
Linda Digby 
Gail Fitzpatrick-Fox 
Nancy Harwood 
Cass Hough, Jr. 
Mary Kittredge 
Marilyn Lindbeck 
I. Charles and Susan Madden 
James Mitchell 

Patricia Mullen 
Clery Ortiz 
Susanne Rose 
Jerre James 
Ralph Jarl 
Joan Keep 
Kevin and Kathleen King 
David and Janet Scarrow 
Carol Schreiner 
Carol Payne Smith 

The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
in honor of Bob and Marcia Cowell’s 60th Anniversary,  

from their children and grandchildren. 



   

There will be no Sunday School in the month of July and families are invited to take advantage 
of the Prayground during worship.  The nursery will remain open for all children under age three.  
 

 

PLEASE NOTE: Our July 10th class has been canceled, resuming July 17. 
Sundays after Worship, Room 300, July 17-31 
Sometimes it can be hard to talk about what we believe, as Presbyterians. It’s a wide-ranging, 
big tent, all-are-welcome sort of theological structure. That being said, we have a book that can 
help us. Part One of the PC(USA) Constitution is the Book of Confessions. This is a collection 
of documents written throughout the history of the church, bearing a present witness to God’s 
grace when a particular need arises. The Confession of 1967 reminds us that “In every age, the 
church has expressed its witness in words and deeds as the need of the time required.” These 
documents range from the earliest creeds of the church through 20th century documents. Pastor 
Chrissy will lead a time of learning about the history of these documents and what they say. 
You’ll also be invited to consider your own faith, your own beliefs. Who is God? Who are you? 
What is the church called to be in our time and place?  

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front steps of 
our church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community 
and one another.   

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for Worship. 

 

 This evenings, Taizé Worship has been canceled. 



  

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus again this summer for Worship on the fourth Sunday 
evening of each month at 7:00 p.m.. We will meet again on July 24. Amid the natural beauty 
of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more  informal rhythm of prayer, readings,          
and conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple songs, too. Come, share            
inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

The Epistles of John 

In this letter, John goes directly to what is in his heart: “the message which we have heard of him 
and declare unto you, that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all.” (1:5) 

Our five-week study of the Epistles of John includes the four practical goals for John’s writing of 
these epistles: to promote fellowship with Christ’s apostles and the saints, fellowship with God, 
fullness of joy, and assurance of faith. John shows us how to know and experience true Christian 
fellowship, joy, and assurance.  
 

As followers of Jesus Christ, we desire these things for our life. 

Pat Stromsta will teach this class. We will gather at 9:45 a.m. on Thursdays in July, in Connie 
Houts’ yard, 2015 Wild Cherry Lane, Kalamazoo. Bring your favorite Bible translation.  



  
 

, 

The Refugee Resettlement team will begin meeting every other week.  We will meet today, 

July 10, July 24, August 7, and August 21.  We continue to look for housing for them (either 

a three-bedroom apartment or house). We are looking for availability in August so they can 

be settled before the new school year begins. 

Prayer Partners will meet the second Sunday of the month in Room #301. 

How to make your yard welcoming!  

 

There will be a program on Butterfly Gardening this Sunday, July 10, after Worship, in the 

dining room. It will be presented by Joyce Leppard, a lifelong naturalist, who has created 

and maintained several butterfly gardens in the Plainwell area. There will be a slide show, 

butterfly and plant displays, possibly pupae and larvae, and instructional handouts. 
 

Family-friendly! 
 

Light refreshments served.  Free and open to the public.   

Find out more about the Pine Island Chapel after church in the Gathering Place Sunday, July 10. 
Plans are underway for the construction of a chapel at the Pine Island Campus. Two members of 
the Pine Island Working Group will be in the Gathering Place after church to answer questions 
you might have regarding the project and there will be a chance to see the latest plans for the 
property.  

 

The Martha Circle will be meeting on Wednesday, July 13 at 3:00 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place 



 
 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by low community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage each 
person to make a wise decision: 

• Masks are always welcome among us (though not mandated); it remains a 
leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of participants, the choir will 
continue to wear masks while singing. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

As ever, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ from 
your own. 

Share your love of the church. We want to feature congregants on our social media, sharing why 
they love our church. Please send your 144-character response and an optional photo of yourself 
to: kellys@fpckzoo.org. Help us spread the love! 

Save the date for FAMILY VBS, August 4th and 5th 
from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  This year, VBS is designed for 
the entire family to attend and participate in together!   
 

Join us for dinner at 5:30, followed by a lesson, games, 
crafts, and activities for all ages!   
YOU ARE LOVED!   

CTV needs your help!! Are you part of a small group within the church?  Part of a  
book club or committee?  Consider being a part of our active outreach ministry by     
helping to make a meal for a Wednesday night community dinner. We will help with 

logistics and anything you need along the way!  For more information and or to get your     
  small group on the schedule, please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org
mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays 

Sunday, July 10 
  9:00  a.m.  Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
  9:30  a.m.  Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms 208/211 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00  a.m.  Green Presbyterians- Butterfly Gardening,  
    Dining Room 
11:00  a.m.  *CANCELED* After Worship Class:  
      Confessing our Faith, Room 300 
11:15 a.m.  Refugee Resettlement, Room 301 
  7:00 p.m.  Taizé Worship *CANCELED*  
 
Monday, July 11 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  1:00  p.m.  Card Ministry, Card Crafting Room 
  6:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/ Room 102 
 
Tuesday, July 12 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements Deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
  6:00  p.m.  Green Presbyterians, Library 
  7:00  p.m.  Stewardship, Archives 
 
Wednesday, July 13 
12:00   p.m. Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
  3:00   p.m. Martha Circle, Gathering Place 
  5:00   p.m. Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
  5:45   p.m. Red Door Prayers, Church Steps 
  6:00   p.m. Personnel Meeting 
  7:00   p.m. Outreach Meeting 
 
Thursday, July 14 
   9:30  a.m. Women’s Bible Study, Room 314 
 12:00  p.m. A.A., Room 315 
12:00   p.m. Library work time, Library 
  7:00   p.m. Property/Maintenance meeting, Library 
 

 
 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 by yard sign: 

  
Let’s Be Neighbors.  - 18”x24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Available in the Gathering Place after 
worship or from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for Kelly or 

Louise. Quantities are limited; we will 
reorder if demand is high. 

 

Sunday, July 17 
  9:00   a.m. Adult Choir , Sanctuary 
  9:30   a.m. Child Care & Toddlers, 
    Rooms 208/211 
10:00   a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15   a.m. Refugee Resettlement,  
    Room 301 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                                  facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119                     Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Operations/Communications Coordinator, x209         kellys@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213               Shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate  
   and United Campus Ministry Pastor               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
July 10 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 

Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Genesis 18:1-10a and Luke 10:38-42 
 

  
July 24 

Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Psalm 122; Luke 11:1-13 
 

July 31 
Eighth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Amber Nettleton 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Psalm 107:1-9; Luke 12:13-21 


