
  

Although many people suffer from many physical or mental 

disabilities, and although there is a great amount of economic 

poverty, homelessness, and lack of basic human needs, the  

suffering of which I am most aware on a day-to-day basis is the suffering of the broken heart. 

Again and again, I see the immense pain of broken relationships between spouses, parents and 

children, lovers, friends, and colleagues. … In my own community, with many severely  

handicapped men and women, the greatest source of suffering is not the handicap itself, but the 

accompanying feelings of being useless, worthless, unappreciated, and unloved. … The Spirit 

of God, the Spirit that calls us the Beloved, is the Spirit that unites and makes whole. There is 

no clearer way to discern that presence of God’s Spirit than to identify the moments of  

unification, healing, restoration, and reconciliation.  
 

  ~ Henri Nouwen, Life of the Beloved  



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Sonetto 104 del Petrarca            Franz Liszt
      

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
You gather us in your presence, God, in our need, bringing with us needs of the world.  

We come, for you come to us in Jesus, and know by experience what human life is like.   
We come with our faith and our doubts, our hopes and fears, our triumphs and tears.  

We come as we are, because you invite us to come, and promise never to turn us away. 
     

       “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above”           Johann Jacob Schutz 

Saving God, you know our needs before we ask.  
And as we ask, you help us receive the gift of grace.  
We bring you our own hurts and ways we hurt others, knowing often the two entwine. 
Grant healing for harm we cause or accept casually, too real to hide, too heavy to hold.  
Words that wound. Pleas ignored. Bias that demeans. Insensitivity that excludes.  
Fear and ego fragmenting community. Selfishness and carelessness abusing creation. 
Forgive what lips are ashamed to name, and hearts can no longer bear.  
Free us from a past we cannot change, into a future transformed.  
Love us. Renew us. Grant us peace. 
  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   

“You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy”      The Worship Book 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Christ, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

   



  
from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Friends, trust in Jesus, who proclaimed God’s reign—preaching, teaching, healing, 
eating with outcasts, and forgiving. God raised Jesus, breaking the power of sin and 
evil. Loving us still, God acts with justice and mercy to redeem us and all creation.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In a broken and fearful world, God’s Spirit claims us in waters of baptism and gives us 
courage to pray without ceasing. We watch for God’s new heaven and new earth, as we 
work with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

   

   

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   
       Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing; you are my own. 

   

       
God, your Holy Spirit leads us to yearn for our own wholeness, for the wellbeing of 
others, and a better life shared by all. Now let your word come alive in our hearing; 
and let our concern respond to your compassion. Now let hope inspire a path through 
heaviness, that your reign of grace and peace may come near, through Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 

   

2 Kings 5:1-14                     Old Testament, p. 331 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   



       O Blessed Jesus                Palestrina 
 

O bone Jesu, O dulcis Jesu,  
file Mariae Virginis,  
plene misericordia et pietate. 
 

O bone Jesu, O dulcis Jesu,  
secundum magnam misericordiam tuam,  
miserere mei. 

 
 

Luke 7:1-10             New Testament, p. 65 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
   

    Promising to Share Healing 
“Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.” (2 Kings 5:8) 

 

“Healer of Our Every Ill”       Marty Haugen
         

 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

 

  “For the Life That You Have Given”     Carl P. Daw,  Jr. 
For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, 
with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 
here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring; 
give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing.

Loving God, you share with us care for others and creation, calling each of us by name. 
We remember that those who encountered Jesus found acceptance, healing, possibility 
for new life. And that the disciples, though imperfect humans, through prayer and 
service, helped many others find healing and wholeness. So may it be for us. Amen.  

O blessed Jesus, O sweet Jesus,  
Son of the Virgin Mary,  
full of loving kindness and compassion. 

 

O blessed Jesus, O sweet Jesus,  
according to your great loving kindness, 
have mercy on me. 



      The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 

“Lord, You Give the Great Commission” (stanzas 1, 2, 4, 5) 
                        Jeffery W. Rowthorn 
 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
 

   Little Prelude & Fugue in A minor        JS Bach 
 

 
 
 Worship Leaders  

Meredith Alspach 
The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

 

Acolyte 
Gary Zandt  

Reader 
Pamela Zandt  

Greeters 
Jim and Sally 

VanBuren 

Sound  
Sound Team members 

Music 
Adult Choir 

Carl Witt, Director 
Autumn, Organist 

 

   

 

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus again this summer for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the 
fourth Sunday evening of each month. We’ll next meet this evening, June 26 and July 24. 
Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more informal 
rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple songs, 
too.  Come, share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 



  

We invite all school-age children to join us for Sunday School after Time with the Children.  
The nursery is also open for all children under age three.  

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part  
      of their heart language. 
 Children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time. 
 The intent is to give parents a way to worship with their children, a way that makes it easier 

for families. 
Ways to use the Prayground 

 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a stretching break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed. Please do not leave children unattended. 

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray for   
one another. This week, we pray for Jan Carpenter and the parish group listed below, that they 
may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another Deacon 
and parish group.  

Caroline and Samantha Jean Anderson 
Elizabeth Bennett 
Phyllis Curtis 
Stuart Deming 
Dan Dowswell 
Neal, Sarah, Estella, Mira, and Sylvie Graziano 
Sue Grossman 
Jane Hamilton 
Miranda Howard 
David, Beth, and Ellen Jarl 
William Barton Kelser 
Juanita Erdos 

David and Jeanne Fenton 
Evelyn Garner 
Janet, William, Erin, and Anne Gladstone 
Christopher, Cynthia, Patrick, Nicholas, 
       and Anna Gleaton 
Neal, Amy, Wendy, Anna, Clare Elise,  
 and Sawyer Anthony Miedema 
Ann Ridge 
Jackie and Brian Stults 
Benjamin and Megan Taylor 
Charri Withrow 
Gary and Pamela Zandt 



   

 

Sundays after Worship, Room 300, July 10-31 
 

Sometimes it can be hard to talk about what we believe, as Presbyterians. It’s a wide-ranging, 
big tent, all-are-welcome sort of theological structure. That being said, we have a book that can 
help us. Part One of the PC(USA) Constitution is the Book of Confessions. This is a collection 
of documents written throughout the history of the church, bearing a present witness to God’s 
grace when a particular need arises. The Confession of 1967 reminds us that “In every age, the 
church has expressed its witness in words and deeds as the need of the time required.” These 
documents range from the earliest creeds of the church through 20th century documents. Pastor 
Chrissy will lead a time of learning about the history of these documents and what they say. 
You’ll also be invited to consider your own faith, your own beliefs. Who is God? Who are you? 
What is the church called to be in our time and place?  

The Epistles of John 

In this letter, John goes directly to what is in his heart, “the message which we have heard of him 
and declare unto you, that God is light,  and in him is no darkness at all.” (1:5) 

Our five-week study of the Epistles of John includes the four practical goals for John’s writing of 
these epistles: to promote fellowship with Christ’s apostles and the saints, fellowship with God, 
fulness of joy, and assurance of faith. John shows us how to know and experience true Christian 
fellowship, joy, and assurance.  
As followers of Jesus Christ, we desire these things for our life. 

Please join us as we begin this study on June 30th. Pat Stromsta will teach this class. 
We gather at 9:30 for coffee in Room #314. Our study will begin at 9:45; bring your favorite    
Bible translation.  

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front step of our 
church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community and 
one another.   

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for Worship. 



  

Garden Log:  6-13-22, 615-22, 6-17-22 
 Precipitation:  1.7 inches for the week 
 Volunteers:  Todd S., Beth D., Stan R., Bob P. 
                       Beth D., Todd S., Bob P. 
                       Bob P., Pam O. 
   Accomplished: 

1.     Rototilled and cultivated okra,  
         peppers, eggplant,  sweet corn  
         and tomatoes. 
2.     Replanted sweet corn that failed to germinate. 
3.     Watered raised beds, potatoes, tomatoes, cukes, winter squash, 
         and zucchini. 
4.     Mowed around the periphery of the garden, shed, fire pit,  
         greenhouse base, front area of the property, etc. 
5.     Weed whipped around the power pole and solarized area for  
         future raspberries. 
6.     Planted a partial row of poles green beans and the remainder  
         the row in bush green beans. 
7.     Cultivated under and around the cages of the tomatoes preparing 
         for mulch. 
8.     Cultivated around the eggplant and peppers. 
9.     Sprayed the Poison Ivy near the road with Roundup. 
  

To do: 
1.     Water as needed. 
2.     Cultivate as needed, especially the west bed of early plantings and 
        around the tomatoes.. 
3.     Mow the entire open space when the mower is repaired. 
4.     Cultivate around the tomato cages and between plants in the 
        caged tomatoes. 
5.     Order mulch and distribute around the tomatoes, cukes, squash, 
        and potatoes.  

  
Notes: 

1.     Poison Ivy may need to be sprayed a second time. 

-Bill Sorensen 



  
 

, 

The next issue of the Presbyter will come out in August. By July 15, please submit to                 
Communications Coordinator Kelly Short (kellys@fpckzoo.org) any items you would like       
included. Thank you! 

CTV needs your help!! Are you part of a small group within the church?  Part of a book club    
or committee?  Consider being a part of our incredible outreach ministry by helping to make a 
meal for a Wednesday night community dinner. We will help with logistics and anything you 
need along the way!  For more information and or to get your small group on the schedule, 
please contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

Thank you from Card Ministry for your great response to the cards we have displayed on     
Sundays each of the last few months. We will be taking a break from Sunday displays for July 
and August, but not a break from making cards. If you are in need of cards over the summer, 
please let Julie Kechele know (juliekech@gmail.com or (269) 271-5062) and we will arrange to 
get them to you. 
 

Interested in crafting cards? The card crafting room in the basement of the church is nice and 
cool! No card-crafting supplies or experience needed.   
Join us! Additional summer dates : 
Mondays 1:00-3:00 June 27, July 11 & 25, August 8 & 22. 

With regret, we announce J.A. Lewellen’s last official day with our congregation was Thursday, 
June 23. We give thanks for his good work. And he enjoyed his brief time with us, but life  
circumstances motivate a change for him. He expresses appreciation as follows: 

Many thanks to the staff and members of the congregation for the warm welcome,  
consideration and support I have enjoyed over the last few months.  I wish you continued   
success in your efforts to support the community and journeys of faith.  

Kelly Short and Louise Taylor will lead tending needs for which you may have contacted J.A. 
Otherwise, Seth and Chrissy are always willing to help in whatever way possible. And thanks for 
your understanding and prayer as we’ll begin another search process immediately. 

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org
mailto:juliekech@gmail.com


 
 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by low community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage each 
person to make a wise decision: 

• Masks are always welcome among us (though not mandated); it remains a 
leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of participants, the choir will 
continue to wear masks while singing. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

Family Vacation Bible School will be held on the evenings of August 4 & 5. Details will follow.  

Share your love of the church. We want to feature congregants on our social media, sharing why 
they love our church. Please send your 144-character response and an optional photo of yourself 
to: kellys@fpckzoo.org. Help us spread the love! 

Ever wondered whether yoga is for you? Here is an opportunity to give this ancient healing  
practice a try. Spend an hour being guided in both breathing and slow, mindful movement. Learn 
your own safe and personal version of foundational yoga poses. Experienced yogis are welcome 
to join in at their own pace. Join us on the ground-floor dining hall. Bring a mat and optional 
donation for Celebrate the Vision, the First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo Meal Ministry. 
Times: Tuesdays at 4:30 (June 7, 14, 21, 28) Wednesdays at 10:00 (June 8, 15, 22, 29).       
Please contact Jill Barnum with any questions: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269) 330-5995. 

“Please share your love of music with everybody by playing or singing during the Sunday 
morning service. Soloists, small groups, all are welcome and encouraged to audition. I will be 
happy to work with you as an accompanist and/or coach. We have openings just about every 
Sunday this summer and beyond. This is an ongoing invitation!” 

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays 

Sunday, June 26 
 9:00  a.m.  Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
 9:30  a.m.  Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms 208/211 
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
10:15 a.m.  Church School, Third Floor 
  7:00 p.m.  Worship at Pine Island, Pine Island Campus 
 

Monday, June 27 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  1:00  p.m.  Card Ministry, Card Crafting Room 
  6:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/ Room 102 
  7:00  p.m.  Thoughtful Readers, Room 300  
 

Tuesday, June 28 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements Deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
12:00  p.m.  The Book of Joy, Library 
 4:30   p.m.  Summer Yoga, Dining Room 
 
Wednesday, June 29 
10:00  a.m.  Summer Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
 5:00   p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
 5:45   p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church Steps 
 
Thursday, June 30 
 9:30   a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
12:00  p.m.  Library work time, Library 
  7:00  p.m.  Myrtle Team Meeting, Archives 
 
Sunday, July 3 
 9:00   a.m.  Adult Choir , Sanctuary 
 9:30   a.m.  Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms 208/211 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
10:15  a.m.  Church School, Third Floor 
 

 
 

 
 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 by yard sign: 

  
Let’s be Neighbors.  - 18”x24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Available in the Gathering Place after 
worship or from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3:00 p.m. Ask for Kelly or 
Louise. Quantities are limited; we will 
reorder if demand is high. 
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The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
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Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213            ssmith@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate  
   and United Campus Ministry Pastor               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
July 3 

Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

1 Kings 17:8-16; Galatians 5:1, 13-25 
 

July 10 
Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 
Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 10:25-37 

 
July 17 

Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Genesis 18:1-10a and Luke 10:38-42 
 

 July 24 
Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Psalm 122; Luke 11:1-13 


