
  

Prayer is a small fire lit to keep cold 

hands warm. Prayer is a practice that 

flourishes both with faith and doubt. 

Prayer is asking, and prayer is sitting. … 

No prayer is perfect. There is no system 

of prayer that is the best. There is only 

the person praying, the person kneeling, 

the person walking with beads between 

their fingers, the person cursing God, or 

gloom, or fate, or whatever it is that 

seems not to be listening. Henri Nouwen 

said that the only way to pray is to pray; 

the only way to try is to try. So the only 

way to pray well is to pray regularly 

enough that it becomes a practice of  

encounter. To name the night is to be like 

God, speaking light to formless voids, 

putting rhythm and rhyme to the pell-mell 

that compels us.  
 

God of promises, 

Sometimes we wait generations  

for the dawn from on high;  

sometimes only years.  

We wait for justice and hope and light 

   and kindness  

to mingle in the tangle of our days.  

And we age while we hope.  

So may we age and hope with tenderness and truth.  

Because you are tender and true         ~ Pádraig Ó Tuama,  

even though we sometimes wonder.         from Daily Prayer with the  

Amen.                Corrymeela Community 
 

  



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

 “The Tongues of Fire” from Pentecost Mass    Olivier Messiaen 
       

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
        

                   
With believers and seekers the whole world wide, people of every land and language, 

we gather in praise, yearning to receive God’s gracious promise!   
With saints in heaven and siblings on earth, with all who ever worshipped in this place, 

we gather in praise, yearning to discern God’s guiding purpose!   
With Jesus who befriends all followers, and the Spirit who showers us with blessings, 

we gather in praise, yearning to live God’s loving power!   
     

       “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise”           Walter Chalmers Smith 

You call us, God, to follow your light in life; and in your wisdom, find truth. Yet, we 
lose our way, centering in self-indulgence and spirituality of gain not what we can give. 
Insecurity and insensitivity twist your promise of grace and purpose of peace. We seek 
power, status, and resources, often at others’ expense. We substitute pride for prayer. 
We cause conflict and are complicit with inequity in society. We harm community and 
abuse creation. In your mercy, give us humility, patience, compassion, and courage as 
we persist in seeking abundant life you intend for all, in the name of Jesus Christ. 
  

  Prayer continues in silence 
   

“You Are the Lord, Giver of Mercy”      The Worship Book 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 
You are the Lord, giver of mercy! 

   



  
from A Brief Statement of Faith 

Trust the Holy Spirit, the giver and renewer of life in us and all creation. By grace 
through faith, the same Spirit who inspired prophets and apostles, frees us to love God 
and neighbor—engages us, claims us, calls us, and rules our faith and life in Christ.  

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death      
can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus. 

In humble gratitude to God, we strive to serve Christ in daily tasks, living holy, joyful 
lives. In a broken world, the Spirit gives us courage to pray without ceasing, as we work 
with others for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and level of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

   

   

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”   
       Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing; you are my own. 

   

       
Holy God, you promise never to forsake your covenant with us. Amid all the varying 
voices of our time and place, speak your eternal word that we can count on. By your 
Spirit, help us listen with humble hearts, as we ever seek to nurture inspiration, hope, 
and service, through Jesus Christ. Amen. 

   

Luke 6:39-49                     New Testament, p. 65 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   

“Come and Fill Our Hearts”                     Taizé  
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. You alone, O Lord are holy. 
Come and fill our hearts with your peace. Alleluia! 
(After the organ intro, please sing three times) 

 



 

Psalm 42 & 43            Old Testament, p. 515 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God. 
   

  Promising Humble Yearning Prayer 
“O send out your light and your truth; let them lead me ...” (Psalm 43:3) 

 

“Longing for Light, We Wait in Darkness”    Bernadette Farrell
         

 

Do we, the members of the church … serving Jesus Christ who alone is Head of the 
Church? 

We do 
 

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

 

Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word     Lee Bristol 
   Text by Martin Luther 

 

Lord, keep us steadfast in your Word; curb those who by deceit or sword 
Would wrest the kingdom from your Son and bring to naught all he has done. 
O Jesus Christ, your power make known, for you are Lord of lords alone; 
Defend your holy Church, that we may sing your praise triumphantly. 
O comforter, send peace and unity on earth and support us in our final strife, 
And lead us out of death to life. 

  “For the Life That You Have Given”       Carl P. Daw Jr. 
For the life that you have given, for the love in Christ made known, 
with these fruits of time and labor, with these gifts that are your own; 
here we offer, Lord, our praises; heart and mind and strength we bring; 
give us grace to love and serve you, living what we pray and sing.

God open to us today the path of your light and truth. Guide us with bright beams of 
your grace and a radiant glow of your kindness. Kindle in us the fire of your love.  
Clear our confusion with your illumination. Strengthen our weakness with your power. 
And so, keep us close to you and to one another in all our service to come. Amen.  



      The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray. …  
     Echoing the leader, the congregation is invited to sing the Lord’s Prayer. 
 

“God, Be the Love to Search and Keep Me”     Richard Bruxvoort Colligan
  

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
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The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God  
in honor of Paul and Ruth Minert’s 58th Anniversary . 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 
 

Your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth  
as in heaven 
 

Give us today 
our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us 

Save us from the time 
of trial, 
and deliver us 
from evil. 
 

For the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are yours, forever. 
For ever 
and ever. 
 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
Holy is your name. 



  

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus again this summer for Worship at 7:00 p.m. on the 
fourth Sunday evening of each month. We’ll next meet on June 26 and July 24. Amid the    
natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a more informal rhythm of 
prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with maybe some simple songs, too. Come, 
share inspiration and joy in the wonders of creation! 

The Youth Mission trip to West Virginia has been postponed until August due to rising Covid  
concerns. Thank you for your continued support of our youth; we will provide a sign-up for food 
and supplies as we get closer to our departure date.   

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  
for one another. This week, we pray for Suzanne Weeldreyer and the parish group listed below,         
that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray  
for another Deacon and parish group.  

Lisa and John Diamond 
Mason and Victoria B. Coleman 
Brian Crabb 
Lauren Crabb 
Beverly Crabb 
Marianne Crawford 
Andrew, Erin, Alexis, and Conner Diamond 
Anna, Silas, Galen, and Heidi Lee Diamond 
Ryan, Laura, and Luke Fouty 
Jeffrey, Wendy, Nicholas, and Samantha King 
Diamond Logan 
Matthew, Janine, Sierra, and  Bennett Loughrin 
Ronald and Judy Marvin 
James, Ellen, Pamela, and Stacy McGruder 

 
Dave, Meredith, Kathryn, Elizabeth,  
   and Matthew Novak 
Bruce and Annabelle Rigg 
Jeff Ross 
Donald Swetay 
Charles and Nancy Thiele 
Ron and Betty Van Der Slik 
Carol Walters 
James A. and Susan Weeldreyer 
Deborah Wiebeck 
Scott and Jill Wilson 
James and Susan Young 

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for Worship. 

We meet immediately after our Celebrate the Vision meal (5:45 - 6:00) on the front step of our 
church. Join us and members of the community as we gather for prayer for our community and 
one another.   



   

We invite all school-age children to join us for Sunday School after Time with the Children.  
The nursery is also open for all children under age three.  
Parents, please pick up your children from the 3rd floor classroom immediately following       
Worship.   

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 It’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part of their 

heart language. 
 Children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time. 
 The intent is to give parents a tool to worship with their children in a way that makes it       

easier for families. 
Ways to use the Prayground 

 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a stretching break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while they listen. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed. Please do not leave children unattended. 

Thursdays, through June 23, 9:30 a.m.  
Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
 

We will explore six key themes that illustrate the ways in which reading the book of Acts is  
capable of igniting our imagination about the character of the Christian message, the work of 
God’s people (the church), and the challenges of living faithfully in a complex and changing 
world. 

 

We’ll meet for our last 2 weeks to reflect on this book together.  
The Book of Joy (New York: Avery, 2016).  Below is the schedule 
for our reading each week, as we meet on Tuesdays at noon in the 
Library. Please, contact Pastor Seth if you have any questions. 

June 21 Pages 223-262  

June 28 Pages 263-305 

Find out more about the Pine Island Chapel after Church in the Gathering Place Sunday, June 19. 
Plans are underway to construct a chapel at the Pine Island Campus. Two members of the Pine 
Island working group will be in the Gathering Place after church to answer questions you might 
have regarding the project, and there will be a chance to see the latest plans for the property.  



  

 

A healthy baby boy was born into our Church family on May 23. The family of 8 (five boys and 
one girl) is doing well. This summer, the children are in school and will attend Kalamazoo    
Public Schools English as a Second Language classes.  
 

We plan to relocate the family into a three-bedroom apartment this summer.  We will need     
assistance from the congregation in furnishing the apartment.  We will communicate through  
updated bulletin announcements.  

“Thank you” to the Refugee Resettlement Team and the many members of our congregation and 
Westminster Presbyterian Church for financial assistance, baby gifts, transportation, prayers,  
and the many other ways you support our friends from Afghanistan. In the coming weeks, we 
will share more information. 

CtV needs your help!! Are you part of a small group within the church?  Part of a book club or 
committee?  Consider being a part of our incredible outreach ministry by helping to make a 
meal for a Wednesday night community dinner.  We will help with logistics and anything you 
need along the way!  For more information and or to get your small group on the schedule, 
please   contact Meredith: mereditha@fpckzoo.org.  

The Epistles of John 

In this letter, John goes directly to 
what is in his heart, “the message 
which we have heard of him and     
declare unto you, that God is light,  
and in him is no darkness at all” (1:5) 

Our five-week study of the Epistles of 
John includes the four practical goals for John’s writing of these epistles: to promote fellowship 
with Christ’s apostles and the saints, fellowship with God, fulness of joy, and assurance of 
faith. John shows us how to know and experience true Christian fellowship, joy, and                
assurance.  As followers of Jesus Christ, we desire these things for our life. 

Please join us as we begin this study on June 30th.  We gather at 9:30 for coffee in Room 
#314.  Our study will begin at 9:45. Bring your favorite Bible translation. Pat Stromsta will    
teach this class. 

mailto:mereditha@fpckzoo.org


  
 

, 

The next issue of the Presbyter will come out in August. By July 15 please submit to                 
Communications Coordinator Kelly Short: kellys@fpckzoo.org any items you would like       
included. 
Thank you! 



 
 

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by low community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. Here are current guidelines: we encourage each 
person to make a wise decision: 

• Masks are always welcome among us (though not mandated); it remains a 
leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of participants, the choir will 
continue to wear masks while singing. 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

Family Vacation Bible School will be held on the evenings of August 4 & 5. Details will follow.  

Share your love of the church. We want to feature congregants on our social media, sharing why 
they love our church. Please send your 144-character response and an optional photo of yourself 
that you don’t mind sharing to: kellys@fpckzoo.org. Help us spread the love! 

Ever wondered whether yoga is for you? Here is an opportunity to give this ancient healing  
practice a try. Spend an hour being guided in both breathing and slow, mindful movement. Learn 
your own safe and personal version of foundational yoga poses. Experienced yogis are welcome 
to join in at their own pace. Join us on the ground-floor dining hall. Bring a mat and optional 
donation for Celebrate the Vision, the First Presbyterian Church of Kalamazoo Meal Ministry. 
Times: Tuesdays at 4:30 (June 7, 14, 21, 28) Wednesdays at 10:00 (June 8, 15, 22, 29).       
Please contact Jill Barnum with any questions: jmbarnum68@gmail.com or (269) 330-5995. 

“Please share your love of music with everybody by playing or singing during the Sunday 
morning service. Soloists, small groups, all are welcome and encouraged to audition. I will be 
happy to work with you as an accompanist and/or coach. We have openings just about every 
Sunday this summer and beyond. This is an ongoing invitation!” 

mailto:kellys@fpckzoo.org


  

 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 
Closed Fridays 

Sunday, June 19 
 9:00  a.m.  Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
 9:30  a.m.  Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms     
    208/211 
10:00 a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
10:15 a.m.  Church School, Third Floor 
 

Monday, June 20 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 314/315 
  6:00  p.m.  Scouts, Dining Room/ Room 102 
  6:30  p.m.  Deacons Meeting, Room 314/315  
 

Tuesday, June 21 
  7:00  a.m.  Presbyterian Men’s Group, Archives 
10:00  a.m.  Bulletin/Announcements Deadline 
11:00  a.m.  Staff Meeting, Archives   
12:00  p.m.  The Book of Joy, Library 
 4:30   p.m.  Summer Yoga, Dining Room 
 
Wednesday, June 22 
10:00  a.m.  Summer Yoga, Dining Room 
12:00  p.m.  Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
 5:00   p.m.  Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
 5:45   p.m.  Red Door Prayers, Church Steps 
 6:30   p.m.  Session Meeting, Gathering Place 
 
Thursday, June 23 
 9:30   a.m.  Women’s Bible Study, Room 314 
12:00  p.m.  A.A., Room 315 
12:00  p.m.  Library work time, Library 
 
Sunday, June 26 
 9:00   a.m.  Adult Choir , Sanctuary 
 9:30   a.m.  Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms     
    208/211 
10:00  a.m.  Worship, Sanctuary 
10:15  a.m.  Church School, Third Floor 
  7:00  p.m.  Worship at Pine Island, Pine Island Campus 
 

 
 

 
 

Share David LaMotte’s message 
 by yard sign: 

  
Let’s be neighbors.  - 18”x24” 
Cost: $15 
Includes: sign & stake 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Available from the Church Office,       
M-Th, 9-3pm. Ask for Kelly or Louise. 
Quantities are limited; we will reorder if 
demand is high. 
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The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Communications Coordinator, x209            kellys@fpckzoo.org 
J.A. Lewellen, Operations Coordinator, x205            jal@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213            ssmith@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate  
   and United Campus Ministry Pastor               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

 
June 26 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

2 Kings 5:1-14; Luke 7:1-10 
 

July 3 
Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
 The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

1 Kings 17:8-16; Galatians 5:1, 13-25 

 
July 10 

Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 

Psalm 25:1-10; Luke 10:25-37 
 

July 17 
Sixth Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 

Genesis 18:1-10a and Luke 10:38-42  


