
  

I who am Divine am truly in you. 
I can never be sundered from you: 
However far we be parted, 
never can we be separated. 
I am in you and you are in Me. 
We could not be any closer. 
We two are fused into one, 
poured into a single mold. 
Thus, unwearied, 
we shall remain forever. 

I, God, am your playmate! 
I will lead the child in you in wonderful 
ways 
for I have chosen you. 
Beloved child, come swiftly to Me 
for I am truly in you. 
Then I shall leap into love. 

How should one live? 
Live welcoming to all. 

When are we like God? I will tell you. 
In so far as we love compassion and 
practice it steadfastly, 
to that extent do we resemble the    
heavenly Creator who practices these 
things ceaselessly in us. 
 
   - Mechtild of Magdeburg (1207-1282)  

Life of Jesus Mafa 



 

 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

Prelude in D Major       J.S. Bach 
          Koshiro Kuroda, piano  Kalamazoo College Class of ‘23

     

(tune #607) 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
   

 (inspired by Acts 1:9-11) 
A new day has begun. 

Hope wins! 
A fresh start is granted. 

Faith wins! 
Today you have the opportunity to do something new. 

Hope wins! 
Christ is entering your life in a new way. 

Faith wins! 
Come, let us worship God, who is inviting us into life in a new way, a way that 
transcends death, a way of hope and faith. 

Love wins! 
   

“ Because You Live, O Christ”    Shirley Erena Murray 
   

Holy God, as disciples of Christ, we proclaim in our words your hope “that we may all 
be one,” yet often we become bound, even imprisoned, by our fears or distrust of those 
who seem different from us in some way. When our fears bind us, we forget our calling 
to be witnesses in the world of the love of God in Christ Jesus and in each of us. The 
fear of difference causes us to retreat and separate ourselves from others. Forgive us 
when we build walls of ignorance and indifference and guide us in opening space to 
share with others, that all may know themselves as your beloved children.  

   Prayer continues in silence 



  

   

“Behold, Behold” 
Behold, behold, I make all things new, beginning with you, and starting from today. 
Behold, behold, I make all things new, my promise is true, for I am Christ, the Way. 

   

from A Brief Statement of Faith 
In sovereign love, God created the world good, and makes everyone equally in God’s 
image to live as one community. Loving us still, God acts with justice and mercy to 
redeem us and all creation, binding us together in the one body of Christ, the church. 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death 
can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ! 

The same Spirt who inspired prophets and apostles calls us all to share ministry in the 
church. In a broken and fearful world, the Spirit gives us courage to work with others 
for justice, freedom, and peace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting personal 
need for distance and levels of comfort.  

   

“Glory to God”                   Gloria (Taizé)                                                   
Gloria, gloria, in excelsis Deo!  

  Gloria, gloria, alleluia, alleluia! 
   

   

   

God Is Here!                Abbot’s Leigh  
Here our children find a welcome in the Shepherd’s flock and fold; 
Here as bread and wine are taken, Christ sustains us as of old. 
Here the servants of the Servant seek in worship to explore 

What it means in daily living to believe and to adore. 
   

       
God of discovery, give us the curiosity to listen for your voice. Let us lean on one 
another as we brush off these ancient words, hold them up to the light, and find the 
stories they have to tell us today. May our roots nourish us, so that we might grow 
abundantly and flower into blessings for one another and the world.    



 

Acts 1:1-11         New Testament, p. 118 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God.
   

  Laudate Dominum           W.A. Mozart
               Marysol Millar, soprano solo      Text adapted from Psalm 117 

Sing praise to God above all ye nations, 
Praise him, ye people, all ye souls on earth. 
For he hath shown his kindness toward us, 
His love and merciful kindness, and the  
Truth of God lasts forever. 

 

John 17:20-26          New Testament, p. 111 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us,  
for the word of God within us, 

  Thanks be to God 
 

       “Thoughts and Prayers and Transformation” 
 "...so that the love with which you have loved me may be in them and I in them." John 17:26  

 

Somebody Prayed for Me     Cloninger/Sterling 
Somebody prayed for me, had me on their mind; 
Took the time and prayed for me. 
I’m so glad they prayed, I’m so glad they prayed, 
I’m so glad they prayed for me. 
 

The preacher prayed for me, had me on her mind, 
Took the time and prayed for me… 
 

My mother prayed for me… 
My father prayed for me… 
Jesus prayed for me… 

  

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, 
and love in all its forms. 

 

 

I Remember You     Koshiro Kuroda, piano

  “Alleluia, Alleluia! Give Thanks!”           
Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name. 



  

 

Spread the good news o’er all the earth: 
Jesus has died and has risen. 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! Give thanks to the risen Lord. 
Alleluia, alleluia! Give praise to his name.

 

Each of us is a fragile miracle, evidence of God's creative hands and amazing grace. 
We are each unique, unrepeatable gifts to the world. We are proof of God's love. And 
so we, who are the gifts of creation, now give gifts to our Creator. Gifts brought in 
love. May they be used to bring peace, justice, and reconciliation. Amen. 

    The Lord be with you. 
      And also with you. 
    Let us pray.… 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. 
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors, 
And lead us not into temptation,  
But deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 

 

“I Love to Tell the Story”        Katherine Hankey 

 
 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     
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The flowers in the Sanctuary are given to the glory of God by 
Marilyn Jauch, in loving memory of her husband and granddaughter. 



  

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  
for one another. This week, we pray for Carol Parfitt and the parish group listed below, that 
they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another    
Deacon and parish group.  

Joe, Susan, Nicholas, and Grace Agostinelli 
Amy, Kenneth, Megan, and Elizabeth Bell 
Michael Bova 
Nancy Colburn 
Kathy and Don Cooney 
Ellen Dykhuis 
Carol Eddy 
Richard and Julie Hakken 
Bruce and Kathleen Houtman 
Marilyn Jauch 
Barbara Kafil 
Mark, Sharon, Maxwell, Molly, and 
Jake Longman 

Krista Matthews, Katrina Jackson, and  
Dean Jackson 
W. Craig and Diane Misner 
Richard and Karen Nellums 
William, Shelley, and Jason Rylander 
Paul and Donna Schonveld 
David and Sandra Standish 
Richard and James Steele 
Neil Stuut 
Laurie Tupper 
Philip Ward 
Franklin Davidson 
 

Prayer Partners will begin meeting on the second Sunday of the month, starting June 12.  
 

We’ll gather at our Pine Island campus again this summer for worship on the fourth Sunday 
evening of the month at 7:00 p.m. We’ll begin on the fifth Sunday this month—May 29—then 
June 26 and July 24. Amid the natural beauty of the grounds we’ve come to love, we’ll share a 
more informal rhythm of prayer, readings, and conversation about the texts, with  maybe some 
simple songs in the mix. Come share inspiration and joy in the wonders of  creation! 

 

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for Worship. 

Save the date! 

 June 5 is YOUTH SUNDAY!  
We hope you’ll join us as our graduating seniors give their senior sermons and other youth 

lead worship. 



   

Family Vacation Bible School will be held on the evenings of August 4th & 5th.   
Details will follow.  

Philosophy of a Prayground 
 We feel it’s important for children to be a part of Worship, so that Worship can become a part 

of their heart language! 
 We know children don’t always hear best when they’re sitting still all the time. 
 The intent ion is to give parents a “tool” to Worship with their children in a way that makes it 

easier for families. 
Ways to use the Prayground 

 Families can sit together in the West Transept. 
 Children can take a stretching break during Worship, taking advantage of the various  
       activities available to help quiet their bodies while listening. 
 However, the Prayground is not staffed - Please do not leave children unattended. 

This week, the children are invited to stay in Worship, and families are welcome to sit together 
in the Prayground area. The nursery will be open for children under age three.  

Share your love of music with everybody by playing or singing during the Sunday morning 
service. Soloists, small groups, all are welcome and encouraged to show us “what you’ve got”!  
I will be happy to work with you as an accompanist and/or coach. We have openings just about 
every Sunday this summer and beyond. This is an ongoing invitation. Please, introduce       
yourself and tell me how you’d like to get involved. 
 
I’m also interested in giving young people the opportunity to perform in a supportive public 
environment and am excited to bring in students from colleges and high schools in the area to 
enhance our Sunday Worship. Our first soloist is Koshiro Kuroda, a junior from Kalamazoo 
College majoring in anthropology and psychology. He plans to graduate in 2023. Please give 
him and all the student guest performers a warm welcome! 
 
In gratitude, 
 
 Carl 



 

 

From obstacles to joy—fear, stress,  anger, grief, illness, death—to eight 
pillars of joy, they offer insights from personal stories, wisdom, and     
science.  
 
We’ll meet for seven weeks to reflect on this book together. The Book of 
Joy (New York: Avery, 2016) can be found through your favorite local 
book seller or Amazon.  The schedule for our reading each week, meeting 
on Tuesdays at noon in the  Library, located below, Please contact Pastor 
Seth  with any questions.  

May 24 Pages 93-134 May 31 Pages 135-188 

June 7 Pages 191-222 June 14 Pages 223-262  

June 21 Pages 263-305   

Thursdays, May 19 – June 23, 9:30 a.m. Women’s Bible 
Study, Room 314/315 
 

Skinner explores six key themes that illustrate the ways in which 
reading Acts is capable of igniting our imagination about the   
character of the Christian message, the work of God’s people (the 
church), and the challenges of living faithfully in a complex and 
changing world. 
 

Join Pastor Chrissy for this deep-dive into the book of Acts.  
The book can be ordered on Amazon or through your favorite  
local bookseller. If you need assistance in getting the book,     
contact Pastor Chrissy.  

 
https://www.amazon.com/Acts-Catching-Spirit-Matthew-Skinner/dp/1501894552 



  

 

 

Sunday, May 29,                   
after Worship, in Room 300  
with Pastor Chrissy  
 
    

In this class, we will look at different views        
Christians have about prayer. We will study     
Christian prayer from a Biblical perspective, using 
the book of Psalms and other passages, and from a 
historical Christian perspective. Handouts will be 
provided to participants by Pastor Chrissy.   

Sundays, July 10-31,  
after Worship, in Room 300 
with Pastor Chrissy 

Sometimes it can be hard to talk about what we believe, as  
Presbyterians. It’s a wide-ranging, big tent, all -are-welcome 
sort of theological structure. That being said, we have a book 
that can help us. Part One of the PC(USA) Constitution is the 
Book of Confessions. This is a collection of documents, written 
throughout the history of the church, bearing a present witness 
to God’s grace when a particular need arises. The Confession of 
1967 reminds us that “In every age, the church has expressed its 
witness in words and deeds as the need of the time required.” 
These documents range from the earliest creeds of the church 
through 20th Century documents. Pastor Chrissy will lead a time 
of learning about the history of these documents and what they 
say. You’ll also be invited to consider your own faith, your own 
beliefs. Who is God? Who are you? What is the church called to 
be in our time and place?  



 

 

 

Let’s share a meal !! 

All - Congregational 

JUNE 5th 

 
 
• Please bring a vegetable, salad, or dessert to the Dining Room before Worship. 

The Congregational Life Committee will provide hamburgers, hot dogs, drinks, 
and table service. 
 

• Please bring your lawn chair or blanket for the Bronson Park knoll. 
(In case of inclement weather, the picnic will be in the Dining Room) 



  

Subject: Hope Garden Log  
May 16 - 20, 2022  
 
Precipitation:  ~ 0.5 inches for 
the week 

Volunteers: Beth D., Stan R., Bob C., 
Bob P., Carol P., Pam O., Deb.,          
Nathaniel , Carol P., Beth D., Todd S., 
Bob P., Bob C., Bob P., Pam O. 

Accomplished: 
1.  Finished planting the potatoes. 
2.  Finished planting cabbage, okra, eggplant, collards, and                    
 most peppers. 
3.  Rototilled new planting areas. 
4.  Finished the short fence around small animal-sensitive 
 plantings. 
5.   
 
To Do: 
1.  Plant tomatoes, more cukes, sweet corn, zucchini, summer 
 and winter squash, onions, and raspberries. 
2.  Mow everywhere. 
3.  Water as needed. 
4.  Construct some doors for the low-fence portion of the   
 garden. 
5. 

Notes: 
1.  This Garden Log is for last week only; more to come! 

-Bill Sorensen 

 



 
 

CTV needs your help!  All CTV meals are being made on-site, 
and we are looking for individuals or groups to assist in this   
project. Meals can be prepared in the church kitchen prior to 
CTV on Wednesdays, made ahead to be frozen for later use, or 
purchased pre-made from Costco, Sam’s, etc. We have           
volunteers to help you navigate the kitchen and can also provide 
recipes to make it easy. For more information, or to volunteer to 

 
 

Pride month is nearly upon us!! On behalf of the Vital Organ        
Project, and with help from some of the choir members, I've 
organized a pride-themed music concert that will take place 
Sunday, June 12,  at 1:00 p.m. in the Sanctuary. Admission 
is free, and the event will be open to the public, so invite your 
friends and family! 
  

We will be accepting a free-will offering, with 100% of the 
proceeds going to the benefit of OutFront Kalamazoo. The 
program will feature a wide variety of music, including the 
voices of Marysol Millar and Joseph Sablan, and with      
Richard Aldrich on piano (actually, two pianos!), and I'll be 
up in the choir loft providing some organ music. I can't wait 
to show you what we've been working on!! 
 

If you want to check out the Vital Organ Project, visit us at vitalorganproject.com 
To learn more about OutFront Kalamazoo, visit outfrontkzoo.org 
I hope to see you at the concert!! 
 

Happy Pride Month! 
 

-Autumn 
 

 
Session has called a special meeting of the congregation for Sunday, June 12, immediately 
following worship. The purpose is to elect nominees to fill two positions as Elder on        
Session—Ginny Dell for a vacancy in the class of 2023, and Anneliese Bol for a one-year 
term as youth elder.  



  
 

 
The Pentecost Offering, received this year on June 5th, is one of four special nationwide         
offerings received by the PC(USA) each year. This offering connects us with children, youth, 
and young adults - each with gifts to share - and offers them opportunities to build a solid    
foundation of faith to last a lifetime! Forty percent stays with our congregation to support local 
ministries with children, youth, and young adults. Twenty-five percent supports Young Adult 
Volunteers (YAV) serving in communities around the world and growing as leaders through 
transformative Christian service. Twenty-five percent supports denomination-wide ministries 
with youth. And ten percent is devoted to support improved education and safe havens for  
at risk children.  
 
Checks for the Pentecost Offering should be made out to First Presbyterian Church, with 
"Pentecost Offering" in the memo line, and can be given any time between now and June 5.  
A special envelope will be included in the June 5 bulletin. 

We will next have cards out in the Gathering Place on June 12 ,not the    
5th;  there is too much going on that day!  Donations received will go to 
the church’s scholarship fund. Our next crafting session will be Monday,    
June 13, 1:00-3:00. 



 
 

We want to celebrate with all of our 2022 graduates —high school, college, graduate school,  
and trade school! Did you or your child or grandchild who has connections to FPC graduate   
this year? Send an email to Pastor Chrissy with their name, a photo, where they are graduating 
from, and what their plans are for whatever is next,. 

On June 5 we will celebrate and recognize our graduates in Worship!  

 

We continue to follow CDC guidelines, informed by low community spread and 
rate of hospitalization in our area. As we encourage each person to make a wise 
decision, here are current guidelines: 

• Masks are always welcome among us (though not mandated); it remains a 
leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of participants, the choir will 
continue to wear masks while singing. 

• If you are at a high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about 
your need to wear a mask, and other precautions. 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines and get tested if you have symptoms. 

• People with symptoms or a positive test should follow CDC guidelines for   
self-isolation.  

As ever, please respect those whose circumstances and choices may differ from 
your own. 

The Presbytery of Lake Michigan will meet in our church on Tuesday, June 14. We need       
volunteers to help greet guests and ensure that the meeting runs smoothly. Particular roles      
include parking / entry doors, indoor directing, process of checking in, and food preparation.  
The busiest period will be 8:30 -10:00 a.m., with diminished activity through early afternoon. 
Please contact Becky Demcovitz if you are willing to help! (demcovitz@msn.com) 



  

 

Sunday, May 29 
9:00  a.m. Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
9:30   a.m. Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms  
   208/211 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m. Refugee Meeting, Room 301 
11:30 a.m. Adult Class: Prayer, Room 300 
7:00   p.m. Worship at Pine Island, Pine Island 
   Campus 
 

Monday, May 30 
BUILDING CLOSED 
 
 

Tuesday, May 31 
7:00   a.m. Men’s Fellowship, Archives 
10:00 a.m. Bulletin Deadline 
11:00 a.m. Staff Meeting, Archives 
12:00 p.m. The Book of Joy, Library 
 
 

Wednesday, June 1 
12:00 p.m. Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
5:00   p.m. Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
7:00   p.m. W.O.W. 
 
Thursday, June 2 
9:30  a.m. Women’s Bible Study, Room 314 
12:00 p.m. A.A., Room 315 
12:00 p.m. Library Work Time, Library 
5:30   p.m. Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 116 
7:00   p.m. Adult Choir Rehearsal, Gathering Place 
 

 
 

Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 
Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Sunday, June 5 
9:00  a.m. Adult Choir, Sanctuary 
9:30   a.m. Child Care & Toddlers, Rooms  
   208/211 
10:00 a.m. Worship, Sanctuary 
11:00 a.m. Congregational Picnic, Bronson  
   Park  
 

Starting June 10th 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m.. - 3:00 p.m. 

Closed Fridays 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.fpckzoo.org                           facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119              Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202            sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203            chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208          mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Kelly Short, Communications Coordinator, x209            kellys@fpckzoo.org 
J.A. Lewellen, Operations Coordinator, x205            jal@fpckzoo.org 
Carl Witt, Director of Music, x220                carlw@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213            ssmith@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                         Randy Randt
                         Logan McCafferty 
Library                    library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221              Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 
                   Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate         elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate           amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate  
and United Campus Ministry Pastor               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 
 
 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

June 5 
Pentecost Sunday 

Kalamazoo First Presbyterian 
Church Youth-Led 

 
June 12 

Trinity Sunday 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Psalm 8; Romans 5:1-5 
 
 

June 19 
Second Sunday after Pentecost 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Psalm 42 & 43; Luke 6:39-49 

 
June 26 

Third Sunday after Pentecost 
 The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

2 Kings 5:1-14; Luke 7:1-10 


