
  

Our worship today begins in Bronson Park  
at 9:45 am with an ecumenical service  
shared with other downtown churches.  

 

If you prefer to remain in our Sanctuary,  
you are invited to listen for God’s Spirit  
speaking through music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are  
welcome here as we worship God, who welcomes all.  

Scripture tells us to envision that: 
“Everyone shall sit under their own vine and fig tree, 
And no one shall make them afraid.” … 
That is the promised glade,  
The hill we climb, if only we dare it: …  
It’s the past we step into and how we repair it…. 
 

We will not march back to what was,  
But move on to what shall be:  
A [society] that is bruised but whole, 
Benevolent but bold, / Fierce and free. … 
If we merge mercy with might, and might with right, 
Then love becomes our legacy …  
 

When day comes, we step out of the shade, 
Aflame and unafraid. 
The new dawn blooms as we free it, 
For there is always light, 
If only we’re brave enough to see it, 
If only we’re brave enough to be it. 
 

~ Amanda Gorman 



 

 
 

Bold type indicates congregational response.  
Where there is an asterisk, you are invited to stand together in God’s Spirit. 

 

       



  

The Ethiopian Processional Umbrella, held over the Gospel reader, is a type of portable Church 
dome. It is meant to remind us that Christ is present in the Word proclaimed. 

 

         Luke 19:28-40                
 

Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. When he had come near Bethphage and 
Bethany, at the place called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, saying, 
“Go into the village ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt 
that has never been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. If anyone asks you, ‘Why are 
you untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” So those who were sent departed 
and found it as he had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owners asked 
them, “Why are you untying the colt?” They said, “The Lord needs it.” Then they 
brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. As 
he rode along, people kept spreading their cloaks on the road. As he was now  
approaching the path down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the  
disciples began to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that 
they had seen, saying, 

 

“Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!  
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!”  

 

Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your disciples to 
stop.” He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones would shout out.”  

 

      

 Jesus was beloved by the poor and the outcast, 
but he was a threat to people with power. 
 Jesus stood against Roman influence at the Temple, 

so he was a threat to several Sadducees. 
 Jesus healed on the Sabbath and ate with sinners, 

so he was a threat to particular Pharisees. 
 Jesus took the titles of “Lord,” “Son of God,” and “King.” 

Those were the Caesar’s titles: he was a threat to the government. 
 Jesus came without violence, 

yet he disturbed the peace. 
 Jesus came proclaiming the Kingdom of God, 

and the kingdoms of this world were frightened. 
 Lord, help us to love your Kingdom more than the kingdoms of this world. 

For yours is the Kingdom, the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

   (The people hold their palms high in the air.)  

 God be with you. 
And also with you.  
 Let us give thanks to God most high. 

It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
Let us pray. 



 

O God, who in Jesus Christ triumphantly entered Jerusalem, heralding a week  
of pain and sorrow, be with us now as we follow in the way of the cross. 
In these events of defeat and victory, you have sealed the closeness of death and  
resurrection, of humiliation and exaltation. We thank you for these branches that  
promise to become for us symbols of martyrdom and majesty. 

Bless them and us, that their use this day may announce in our time  
that Christ has come, and that Christ will come again.  
Amen! Come, Christ Jesus! 

 

           
                    

Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place?  
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts.           Ps. 24:3-4a  
 

O Living God, age after age, the children of dust make their way to holy places to see 
you, yet you are closer than hands or feet.  

In temples and in churches people make sacrifices and offerings,  
but what you seek is the love and well-being of your children.  

Your Word promises that those whose hands are clean and whose hearts are pure  
can climb the heavenly hill; but who are we to do that? 

On our journey through life, our hearts and hands have become stained and dirtied. 
If we have stretched out our hands in greed, or lust, or love of money, 

Lord, cleanse us by your mercy. 
If our hearts have been sullied by pride or resentment, 

Lord, cleanse us by your mercy. 
If we have turned aside from our pilgrimage to go along with, rather than confront,  
the oppressive powers of this world.  

Lord, cleanse us by your mercy. 
Lord, you forgive the sins of all who turn to you in sincerity; you cleanse the penitent 
heart from all uncleanness. Set our course according to your Word, that we may  
challenge oppression as we follow you on the journey to the holy city. 
Give us new strength to follow you on your way, so that even we may ascend the hill of 
the Lord and stand in the holy place. Through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen. 
Let us go forth in the name of Christ. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Music is played, and the congregations return to their own church buildings. 
 

When our liturgy in Bronson Park concludes, we will process into our sanctuary,  
as Jesus did into Jerusalem long ago. You are invited to enter and take your place in a pew  

as our handbells play the introit and we prepare to sing our opening hymn,  
with Palm branches waving! 



  

 
 
 
 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 

   

      Improvisation on “Hosana, Laud Hosana”   
   

 As Jesus paraded into Jerusalem, people lined his way, followed him, and awaited his entry inside the city. 

In this spirit, as we transition from worship in Bronson Park, when the introit begins  
our acolyte will carry in the light of Christ. All are invited to rise together in God’s Spirit  

as people from the Park join others already in the Sanctuary, singing together our opening hymn.  
 

“Acclamation #3 in F Major”                        Michael Keller  

                   “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”    Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

Refrain: 
All glory, laud, and honor to thee, Redeemer King,  
to whom the lips of children made sweet hosannas ring! 
 

Thou art the King of Israel, thou David’s royal Son, 
who in the Lord’s name comest, the King and blessed One. [Refrain] 
 

The people of the Hebrews with palms before thee went; 
our praise and prayers and anthems before thee we present. [Refrain] 
 

To thee, before thy passion, they sang their hymns of praise; 
to thee, now high exalted, our melody we raise. [Refrain] 
 

Thou didst accept their praises; accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, thou good and gracious King! [Refrain] 

          
This sanctuary gate belongs to God, so the righteous may come in with praise! 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks to God! 
 We praise you, God, for your saving grace in Jesus Christ!  

  He entered Jerusalem, proclaimed as Messiah and king  
  by those who spread garments and branches along his way.  
   Strengthen and guide us to join his disciples, showing signs of your reign  
   amid all that is wrong in our lives and relationships, in culture and all creation. 
  We follow Jesus on the way of the cross, into the life of your Commonwealth.  

Line the procession with blessings of peace!  
 Hosanna in the highest! Rejoice greatly, shout aloud! Our God comes to us!   

 Triumphant and victorious, humble and gracious is he, riding on a donkey!  
He shall command peace to the nations. His dominion shall be from sea to sea.  



 

 In gratitude to God, empowered by the Spirit, strive to serve Christ  
 and to live holy and joyful lives, praying, “Come, Lord Jesus!”  
 The peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting 
personal need for distance and levels of comfort. 

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”                              Iona                                                   
Take, O take me as I am; summon out what I shall be; 

  set your seal upon my heart and live in me.  
  (Sing twice) 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”           Ar Hydy Nos 
       Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

       
Open us to your Spirit among us in this season of Lent, Holy God. As we journey with 
Jesus toward the cross, prepare our minds to listen for your Word. Prepare our hearts 
to receive your grace. Propel our wills to follow Christ in courage and in faith. Amen.  

      Luke 19:28-40                New Testament, p. 83 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God

(Verse 3)       “Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”             Ellacombe 

         Philippians 2:1-11           New Testament, p. 129 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the word of God  

  within us, 
  Thanks be to God 

                 Committed 
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus …” (Philippians 2:5) 



  

        “Hosanna to the Son of David”        Daniel Moe 
 

  Hosanna to the son of David. 
  Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord.  

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, and 
love in all its forms. 

            “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                         Cynthia Dobrinski 

  “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”    Beach Spring 
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door; 
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

We line your way among us, O Christ, with these resources and all our purposes. 
Reign in our hearts and minds, our hands and words, our bonds of living faith. 
Send us to serve in our community as citizens of your heavenly Commonwealth. Amen. 

    The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray.…(Following the cantor, the congregation is invited to sing the Lord’s prayer.) 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 
 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth  
as in heaven. 
 
Give us today 
our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us, 

Save us from the time 
of trial, 
and deliver us 
from evil. 
 
For the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are yours, forever. 
For ever, 
and ever. 
 
Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 



 

   Jesus entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey, with crowds crying out: 
  Hosanna in the highest!  
  Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  
   As we continue into Holy Week, O God, give us courage 
   to turn our hearts again to Jerusalem, and to the way of Jesus Christ.  
   As we share your Passion, help us declare your promised good news. 
  Jesus, Holy One, enter the gates of our hearts.  
  Grant us such gratitude that we may gather again in your sanctuary of grace  
  and follow in your way of life, death, and resurrection.  
   Blessed is the One who comes in the name of the Lord!  
  Hosanna in the highest! 
  

         “Ride On, Ride On in Majesty!”                    St. Drostane 

(Our congregational response is “Amen!”)     

               “All Glory, Laud, and Honor”                      Emma Lou Diemer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday noon prayer will center on readings in the narrative spirit of the week. 
 

Maundy Thursday Worship will begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., centering on prayer, 
interpretive readings, music, and Holy Communion.  
 

Good Friday Worship will also begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., including readings and 
musical responses in the style of Tenebrae, concluding with stripping of the sanctuary and 
shrouding the cross. 
 

On Easter morning, we’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for a brief sunrise prayer service, 
beginning at 7:15 a.m.. Our service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m., bearing joyful witness to the 
resurrection, will include communion, accented by lilies and our customary festive brass 
accompaniment. 

Worship Leaders  
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer  
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
Meredith Alspach 
 
 

Acolyte 
Sue Caulfield 
Reader 
Sue Caulfield 
Greeters 
Jim and Sue Weeldreyer 

Sound  
Sound Team members 
Music 
Adult Choir 
Handbell Choir 
Michael Palmer, Director 
Autumn, Organist 
 



   

We invite all school-aged children to join us for Sunday School after the Moment for  
Young Worshippers.  Parents, please pick-up your children from the 3rd floor classroom  
immediately following Worship. The nursery is also open for all children under age three!   

Session and the Health Ministry Committee have closely followed CDC recommendations 
regarding pandemic restrictions for the past two years. Under recently revised metrics for 
community spread, Kalamazoo County is classified Medium, with guidelines as follows: 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about your 
need to wear a mask, and other precautions . 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms.  
• People with symptoms, a positive test, or known exposure to someone with COVID-

19 should follow CDC guidelines for self-isolation. 
 

Following these guidelines, Session no longer mandates mask wearing in our building. We 
urge doing so if any of the above considerations are true for you. Anyone is always welcome 
to wear a mask at any time—it remains a leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of 
participants, the choir will continue to wear masks while singing, as will people in the nursery 
and Sunday School. Please respect those whose circumstances may differ from your own.  

The promise of Easter expresses the core of our Christian faith. God is with us in Christ … 
and nothing, not even death, can deny or take away that loving presence and power. Christ  
is Risen! Christ is Risen, indeed! Hallelujah!  
 
And what does that really mean for living faith in ordinary life? Yes, it’s a promise about 
whatever happens after our last breath. And it’s about hope, a quality of life beginning here 
and now, every day. The empty tomb on Easter echoes many other accounts in scripture  
of God bringing new life where it seemed impossible, utterly lost, before. Come, reflect  
together about how that promise and power connects with our lives and our world, in a  
two-part conversation: Tuesdays, April 19 and 26 at noon in the Library. Pastor Seth 
Weeldreyer will have photocopied excerpts compiled from various authors to stimulate  
our reflection on resurrection.  



  

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for 
worship!  

 
 

“If you join a fight for social justice, you 
may win or lose, but just by being part of 
the struggle, you win and your life will be 

better for it.” 
 

-Howard Zim 

Is Martha Circle for you? The answer 
could be “yes” if you are a woman who  
enjoys meeting with other women of  
the church for conversation, fellowship,  
and study. 
 
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
April 13, at 3:00p.m. in the Gathering 
Place. We have been learning about the 
women who were part of Jesus’ ancestral 
lineage, and the roles they played in  
maintaining the family line.  
 
This month we will learn more about 
“Ruth and Loyal Love”, and what her  
story can teach us about living in our time.  
 
You are invited to join us! 
For more information, please contact 
Elaine Johns at emjohns513@aol.com  
or 269-808-7109. 

The Card Ministry will meet on April 11 
from 1:00 to 3:00 p.m. in the Crafts  Room. 
The group plans to meet on the second  
Monday of each month. 

The Refugee Resettlement Team will meet 
every Sunday after Worship, in Room 300. 
However, there will be no meeting on  
Easter. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th grade group meets  
TODAY from 4-5:00 p.m. here at 
FPC!  Youth Group for grades 7-12 will 
also meet here tonight from 5-7:00 p.m.   
 

If you ordered Butter Braids, you can pick 
them up in the dining room after worship 
this week, or during office hours next 
week!  

mailto:emjohns513@aol.com


   

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  
for one another. This week, we pray for Heather Cloetingh and the parish group listed  
below, that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray  
for another Deacon and parish group.  

Michael, Katherine, Marysol, and Keenan Millar 
Craig Oliver 
Kelsey Oliver 
John and Priscilla Willson 
Matthew, Kirsten, Rosie, Benji, and Lela Yohe 
Helen Yonan 
Pamela Zeller 
Greg and Rebecca Chambers 
Graydon, Amy, Ava, Kendall, and Grant Coon 
Ruth Tyler 

Salim and Amy Harik 
Whitney Hoag 
Bernard and Helen Rodee 
Pat and Scot Stromsta 
John and Jane Todd 
Donald and Karen Meldrum 
Wesley and Janet Todd 
Phillip and Sarah Torrence 
Cindy Trout 
 

Derick, Sairi, Caroline, Mary-Katherine, and Kennedy Elliot 
Jonathan, Maureen, Harrison, William, and Catherine Willoughby 

Thursdays at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 314/315, and 
Sundays after Worship, in Room 300. 
 
Salvation is a blessing, but it can be overwhelming to try to figure out. What happened  
on the cross? What does that mean for my life, for the world? Each lesson explores a  
different theology of atonement on the cross. The aim is not to find the one right theology 
and pick apart the others, but to explore different ideas Christians have had over time.  
Each lesson includes scripture verses that support the different understandings of the cross. 
This class will be led by the Rev. Chrissy Westbury. 

We have begun the search to find a new Communications Coordinator. Our current  
Communications Coordinator, Hannah, has started a new job as a teacher’s assistant in  
Minnesota. Until we hire someone new, she will continue to  work with us. If you are  
interested in the position, please contact J.A. jal@fpckzoo.org 



  

The Gathering Grounds is re-opening for business! Your Deacon 
coffee baristas will resume serving coffee, tea, juice, and donuts 
after service on Sunday, April 10th. Just take your refreshments 
and spread out in the Gathering Place to socialize. Let's get  
acquainted with one another again! 

April 21, 7-9:00 p.m. on Zoom  
 
Join Hope for Creation for a special online screening of YOUTH v. GOV, the featured film of 
Interfaith Power & Light’s Faith Climate Action Week, April 22 - May 1. The theme this year  
is “Sacred Trust: Our children’s right to a livable future”. We will examine our responsibility to 
safeguard our Earth for future generations, and how our faiths call us to respond with bold and 
just solutions to climate change. 
 
Registration required in advance for this online film screening on April 21; register at: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqc-2rrj0uH9y1JrcL1LHkMKZSGr6D9FjC 
 
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
meeting. For more information, contact Hope for Creation at hopeforcreationswmi@gmail.com 

April 24, 2022 – Mark your calendar!!  Meet in Bronson Park 
between 1-2:00 p.m. and start walking at 2:00 p.m.  We walk 
because so many have to walk to obtain food.  Every dollar 
donated is a powerful way to fight to end hunger. 
 
Donations will be accepted in the Gathering Place after  
Worship for all who desire to help in the fight against  
hunger!!  Please contribute as you are able. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUqc-2rrj0uH9y1JrcL1LHkMKZSGr6D9FjC
mailto:hopeforcreationswmi@gmail.com


  

 

Today, April 10 
8:30 a.m.       Reading Aloud, Small Conference Room 
9:00 a.m.        Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
9:20 a.m.       Adult Choir Rehearsal,  Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m.     Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.     Lenten Bible Study, Room 301 
11:15 a.m.     Refugee Resettlement Team, Room 301 
4:00 p.m.       4-6th Grade Youth Group, Kalamazoo FPC 
5:00 p.m.       7-12th Grade Youth Group, Kalamazoo FPC 
 
Monday, April 11 
12:00 p.m.     A.A., Room 314/315 
1:00 p.m.       Card Ministry, Craft Room 
7:00 p.m.       Scouts, Dining Room 
 
Tuesday, April 12 
7:00 a.m.       Men’s Fellowship, Archives 
11:00 a.m.     Staff Meeting, Archives 
12:00 p.m.     Living with the Psalms, Library 
4:00 p.m.       Endowment Meeting, Archives 
7:00 p.m.       Worship and Music Meeting, ZOOM 
 
Wednesday, April 13 
12:00 p.m.     Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
3:00 p.m.       Martha Circle, Gathering Place 
5:00 p.m.       Celebrate the Vision, Dining Room 
6:00 p.m.       Personnel Meeting, Archives 
7:00 p.m.       Outreach Meeting, Archives 
 
Thursday, April 14 
9:00 a.m.     Library opens,  Library 
9:30 a.m.     Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00 p.m.    A.A.,  Room 314/315 
6:00 p.m.      Property & Maintenance Meeting, Library 
7:00 p.m.      Maundy Thursday Service, Sanctuary  
8:15 p.m.      Adult Choir Rehearsal, Gathering Place 

 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Friday, April 15 
7:00 p.m.     Good Friday Service, Sanctuary 
 
Sunday, April 17 
7:15 a.m.     Sunrise Prayer Service, Pine Island 
8:30 a.m.     Reading Aloud,  Conference Room 
9:00 a.m.     Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m.   Worship, Sanctuary 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.kzoofirstpres.org                          facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119              Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202                                                             sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203                                           chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208                                       mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206                                                            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Hannah Foreman, Communications Coordinator                                                          hannahf@fpckzoo.org  
J.A. Lewellen, Operations Coordinator, x205                                                                        jal@fpckzoo.org 
Michael Palmer, Interim Director of Music                   michaelp@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                           autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213                                                               shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                                           Randy Randt 
                               Logan McCafferty 
Library                                                                                                                             library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221                     Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 

Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate        elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate          amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate and United Campus Ministry Pastor   
                                               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

April 14 
Maundy Thursday 

John 13:1-17; John 13:33b-35 
7:00 p.m. Service 

 
April 15 

Good Friday 
Psalm 22; Luke 22:39-23:56 

7:00 p.m. Service 

April 17 
Easter 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43 

 
April 24 

The Second Sunday of Easter 
The Rev. Chrissy Westbury 
Psalm 150; Revelation 1:4-8 


