
  

People are unreasonable,  
illogical and self-centered.  
Love them anyway. 
 

When you do good,  
they will accuse you  
of egoism and ulterior motives. 
Do good anyway. 
 

If you are successful,  
you will make false friends  
and real enemies. 
Be successful anyway.  
 

The good that you do  
will be forgotten tomorrow. 
Do good anyway. 
 

Sincerity and openness  
make you vulnerable. 
Be sincere and open anyway…  
 

Your help is really needed,  
but people may attack you  
if you help them. 
Help them anyway. 
 

Give the world your best,  
and it will knock your teeth out. 
Give the world your best anyway. 
 

~ Mother Theresa of Calcutta 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 
 

           “Give Me Jesus”                                 arr. Moses Hogan  

    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”            Old Hundredth 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  

                      from Psalm 103 
Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name! 

We will not forget the blessing of God,  
who forgives offenses, redeems life from the Pit, and crowns us  
with goodness and mercy and steadfast loving care, as long as we live! 

God is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, constant in compassion.  
As high as heavens above the earth, as far as east lies from the west,  
God removes the wrong we have done.  

God’s steadfast love is everlasting! Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me! 
 

               “There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy”            In Babilone

    

              Based on Psalm 51 
 Have mercy on us, O God, in your steadfast love. Cleanse us of guilt and shame.  
In your abundant compassion, purify us from all sin separating us from you.  
You desire for us deep and inner truth, yet we are well aware of misdeeds.  
We listen to other voices, and our hearts stray into selfishness that doesn’t truly satisfy.   
We speak in ways that betray your grace, so others hear more judgment than joy.  
We seek personal ease or pleasure, to the ruin of community and the abuse of creation.  
We offer you our humble spirit and contrite heart. Teach us again your holy wisdom.  
Put a new and right spirit within us, and restore to us the joy of your salvation.  

 (The prayer continues in silence.) 



  

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”             Saraday             
  Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
  create in me a clean heart, O God; 
  create in me a clean heart, O God, 
       and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

         from A Brief Statement of Faith 
and tTe Confession of 1967 

Jesus proclaimed God’s reign and was crucified. But God raised Jesus from death, 
breaking the power of sin and evil. Like a mother who will not forsake a nursing child 
and a father who runs to welcome the prodigal home, God loves us still! 

With believers in every time and place, we rejoice that nothing in life or in death can 
separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ! 

God calls us to the mission of reconciliation in Christ, which is the heart of the gospel 
in any age. New life takes shape when we accept ourselves and love others, knowing  
no one stands on any ground except God’s grace. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting 
personal need for distance and levels of comfort. 

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”                                            Iona                                                   
Take, O take me as I am; 

  summon out what I shall be; 
  set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

(Please sing two times) 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”           Ar Hydy Nos 
       Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

       
Open us to your Spirit among us in this season of Lent, Holy God. As we journey with 
Jesus toward the cross, prepare our minds to listen for your Word. Prepare our hearts 
to receive your grace. Propel our wills to follow Christ in courage and in faith. Amen.  



 

        2 Corinthians 5:14-21           New Testament, pg. 181 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God

“Bless the Lord, My Soul”                     Taizé  
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 
(Please sing three times) 

         Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32     New Testament, pg. 78-79 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the word of God  

  within us, 
  Thanks be to God 

               Loving Anyway 
“For the love of Christ urges us on …” (2 Corinthians 5:14) 

        “There Is Now a New Creation”               Stuttgart

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, and 
love in all its forms. 

“Wondrous Love”                 Alice Parker 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM  



  

while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

  “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”    Beach Spring 
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door; 
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

O Christ, the Master Carpenter, through wood and nails you crafted our salvation. 
Now, in our offering, wield well your tools of love amid the workshop of your world.  
So may we, who come rough-hewn to your bench, be fashioned to a truer beauty  
of your hand, and richer purpose of your heart. We seek it for your sake. Amen. 

    The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray. …  
     Following the cantor, the congregation is invited to sing the Lord’s prayer. 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 
 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth  
as in heaven 
 
Give us today 
our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us 

Save us from the time 
of trial, 
and deliver us 
from evil. 
 
For the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are yours, forever. 
For ever, 
and ever. 
 
Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 



 

      “Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”                Beecher 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     

           “If Thou but Suffer God to Guide Thee”                J. S. Bach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our worship during Holy Week will begin on Palm Sunday with a gathering in Bronson Park 
shared among other downtown churches. We’ll begin in the Park at 9:45 and then proceed directly 
into our sanctuary for our customary worship at 10:00. If you’d like to join us in the park, please 
come to the Gathering Place for a bulletin and palm frond. We’ll try to have extras available  
in Bronson Park.  
 
Wednesday noon prayer will center on readings in the narrative spirit of the week. 
 
Maundy Thursday Worship will begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., centering on prayer, 
interpretive readings, music, and Holy Communion.  
 
Good Friday Worship will also begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., including readings and 
musical responses in the style of Tenebrae, concluding with stripping of the sanctuary and 
shrouding the cross. 
 
On Easter morning, we’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for a brief sunrise prayer service, 
beginning at 7:15 a.m.. Our service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m., bearing joyful witness to the 
resurrection, will include communion, accented by our customary festive brass accompaniment  
and lilies.  

Worship Leaders  
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer  
The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 
 

Acolyte 
Joanne Dunlop 
Reader 
Susan Weeldreyer 
Greeter 
Dorothy Castor 

Sound  
Sound Team members 
Music 
Adult Choir 
Joey Gottschall, Soloist 
J.J. Treadway, Pianist  
Michael Palmer, Director 
Autumn, Organist 
 



   

This week, the children are invited to stay in Worship, and families are welcome to sit in  
the Prayground area. The nursery will be open for any children under age three.  

Session and the Health Ministry Committee have closely followed CDC recommendations 
regarding pandemic restrictions for the past two years. Under recently revised metrics for 
community spread, Kalamazoo County is classified Medium, with guidelines as follows: 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about your 
need to wear a mask, and other precautions . 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms.  
• People with symptoms, a positive test, or known exposure to someone with COVID-

19 should follow CDC guidelines for self-isolation. 
 

Following these guidelines, Session no longer mandates mask wearing in our building. We 
urge doing so if any of the above considerations are true for you. Anyone is always welcome 
to wear a mask at any time—it remains a leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of 
participants, the choir will continue to wear masks while singing, as will people in the nursery 
and Sunday School. Please respect those whose circumstances may differ from your own.  

Tuesdays, March 1 – April 12  
Noon, meeting in the Library 
  
Pastor Seth Weeldreyer will lead reflection on John Bell’s book, Living with the Psalms.  
Bell writes: “I have developed an affection for poems that Jesus knew and quoted which,  
for reasons of their bleakness, as well as their grandeur, have blessed the most unsuspecting 
of people. … If God is God, and Scripture is deep, we should not expect the intellect to be 
the only conduit to understanding. … I now believe emotion, experience, and imagination 
are also tools by which we can discover a relationship between our lives and Biblical 
texts.”  Along with a six-week outline in the back of the book for sampling the Psalms in 
daily prayer, here’s a schedule for our discussion: 
 
• March 29    Chapters 9 – 11  
• April 5        Chapters 12 – 14  
• April 12      Chapters 15 – 17 
              
You can find the book at Amazon. Please contact Seth if you have any questions. 



  

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for 
worship!  

Pastor Chrissy will be out of the office from  
Friday, March 25, to Thursday, March 31. 
 
Meredith will be out of the office from March 
26 to April 2. 

 
 

“What does the Lord require of you? To act 
justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly 

with your God.” 
 

-Micah 6:8 

Tomorrow, March 28, 7:00 p.m. 
Room 300 
 
This month, the Thoughtful Readers will 
discuss The Firekeeper’s Daughter by 
Angeline Boulley. 

Edith Rasmussen is celebrating her 95th  
Birthday today!  Make sure to wish her well! 

“Thank you” to Bev Murray and Debbie Long  
for cooking the chili and cornbread for Celebrate 
the Vision this week!  

The Tom Kasdorf Celebration of Life will take 
place this upcoming Saturday, April 3. Use the 
link below to learn more. 
 
https://tinyurl.com/Tom-Kasdorf 



   

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  
for one another. This week, we pray for Deb Weurding and the parish group listed below, 
that they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another 
Deacon and parish group.  

George, Lem, Bernice, Abigail, Frank, and Martgift Atemandeh 
Beth Dyer 
Martha Finjap 
Richard, Celine, Cerica, Samantha Finjap 
Lauren Fitzmaurice 
Marlene Stoops 
Konjoh, Justine Ngweka, Abraham, Bartina, and Lucyma Konjoh 
Gabriel, Betty, Noah, and Nolani Takuh 
Oliver, Grace Kande, Semashere, and Mohseh Takuh 
Donna Wright 
 
 

Kathleen Jennings 
Odette Maguessille 
Vanessa Miller 
Nan Corstange 
Paul and Sharon Hartwigsen 
Martin and Pamela Obed 
Robert and Mary Jo Poel 
Sonya Scarff 

Thursdays, beginning March 10, at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 314/315, and 
Sundays, beginning March 13, after Worship, in Room 300 
 
Salvation is a blessing, but it can be overwhelming to try to figure out. What happened  
on the cross? What does that mean for my life, for the world? Each lesson explores a  
different theology of atonement on the cross. The aim is not to find the one right theology 
and pick apart the others, but to explore different ideas Christians have had over time.  
Each lesson includes scripture verses that support the different understandings of the cross. 
This class will be led by the Rev. Chrissy Westbury. 

The Sunday School teachers, represented by Rick Taylor, was in first place. There was a tie 
for second place between the Congregational Life Committee and Celebrate the Vision. Both 
were vegetarian chilis. The third place winners were also tied -- Communications Committee 
and Deacons. There were 11 Chili Cook-off entries, and the winners were chosen by popular 
vote in ballots sent home with the boxes of take-home samples of chili. About half of those 
who took home chili voted. The most important result is that $1,711 was raised for One 
Great Hour of Sharing. 



 

Many of us are horrified by what has been happening to the people of Ukraine. There are 
many organizations that are providing assistance. Some of them are listed below. 

PCUSA Disaster Relief-International Refugee Programs: 

• By phone: 800-872-3283 (Advise them that your donation is for Ukraine Relief) 

• By mail: PCUSA, PO Box 643700, Pittsburgh, PA 15264-3700 (Note-Ukraine       
Relief) 

• Online-PCUSA.org, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance & World Mission  

      (Note: DR000156) 

Here are other vital organization website links that also have “boots on the ground”: 

• Redcross.org 

• SamaritansPurse.org (Franklin Graham’s organization) 

• Directrelief.org 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing supports three great  
programs:  Presbyterian Disaster Relief, Presbyterian 
Hunger Program, and Self-Development of People. 
The Self-Development of People (SDOP) receives 
32% of funds raised. SDOP collaborates with  
low-income communities to overcome injustice and 
oppression. These projects focus on advocacy, skills 
development, immigration/refugee issues, and  
farming, among others. Currently, SDOP partners 
with ten national and 3 international organizations.   
Thank you for your gifts to the One Great Hour  
of Sharing offering. 



  

 

Today, March 27 
8:30 a.m.     Reading Aloud, Small Conference Room 
9:00 a.m.     Adult Choir Rehearsal, Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m    Worship, Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.    Lenten Bible Study, Room 301 
 
Monday, March 28 
12:00 p.m.    A.A., Room 314/315 
7:00 p.m.      Scouts, Dining Room 
7:00 p.m.      Thoughtful Readers, Room 300  
 
Tuesday, March 29 
7:00 a.m.      Men’s Fellowship, Archives 
11:00 a.m.    Staff Meeting, Archives 
12:00 p.m.    Living with the Psalms, Library 
 
Wednesday, March 30 
12:00 p.m.     Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m.       Celebrate the Vision, Outside the Red Doors 
 
Thursday, March 31 
9:00 a.m.       Library opens, Library 
9:30 a.m.       Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
12:00 p.m.      A.A., Room 314/315 
1:00 p.m.        Library closes, Library 
5:30 p.m.        Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 116 
7:00 p.m.        Adult Choir Rehearsal, Gathering Place 
 
Sunday, April 3 
9:00 a.m.       Adult Choir Rehearsal,  Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.      Lenten Bible Study, Room 301 
3:00 p.m.        Tom Kasdorf Memorial, Chenery Auditorium 

 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

Rick Taylor accepting his  
chili cook-off award apron 

Remember to pick up your 
auction prizes from  Meredith! 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.kzoofirstpres.org                          facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119              Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202                                                             sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203                                           chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208                                       mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206                                                            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Hannah Foreman, Communications Coordinator                                                          hannahf@fpckzoo.org  
J.A. Lewellen, Operations Coordinator, x205                                                                        jal@fpckzoo.org 
Michael Palmer, Interim Director of Music                   michaelp@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                           autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213                                                               shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                                           Randy Randt 
                               Logan McCafferty 
Library                                                                                                                             library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221                     Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 

Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate        elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate          amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate and United Campus Ministry Pastor   
                                               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

April 3 
Fifth Sunday in Lent 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Isaiah 43:14-21. Philippians 3:4b-13 

 
April 10 

Palm Sunday 
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 

Luke 19:28-40; Philippians 2:1-11 

April 14 
Maundy Thursday 

John 13:1-17; John 13:33b-35 
7:00 p.m. Service 

 
April 15 

Good Friday 
Psalm 22; Luke 22:39-23:56 

7:00 p.m. Service 


