
  

Dancing appears glamorous, easy, delightful. But the path to the paradise of that achievement 
is not easier than any other. … There are daily small deaths. Then I need all the comfort that 
practice has stored in my memory and the tenacity of faith. … And there is grace. I mean the 
grace resulting from faith—faith in life, in love, in people, in the act of dancing. 
 

~ Martha Graham 



 
 
 
 
 

Wherever you are on life’s journey, you are welcome here—with whatever joys, questions,  
or tears you bring today—as we worship God, who welcomes us all!  

You are invited to listen for God’s Spirit speaking to you through the music of the Prelude,  
as we prepare our hearts for worship. 

                 
God’s steadfast love endures forever, and God’s faithfulness to all generations.  
Let us worship God. 
 

           “Ah, Holy Jesus”                                 Mark E. Bloedow  

    “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”            Old Hundredth 
  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
  Praise Christ, all creatures here below; 
  Praise Holy Spirit evermore; 
  Praise Triune God, whom we adore. Amen. 
  

                       
Through all generations, God has astonished people—challenging, inspiring, 

encouraging. 
We’re not here to worship the past or present best; we’re here to pursue God’s future.  
We’re not here to praise the good we’ve done, but to prepare for what we might yet do.  

Amid the busyness of life or emptiness, the Holy Spirit shapes divine gifts inside us.  
The Divine Lover of all and of each makes this time and space a holy gathering,  
a home of grace, a touching place, to guide us on toward fullness of life in peace. 

 

                 “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”             CWM Rhondda

    

              Based on Psalm 51 
 Have mercy on us, O God, in your steadfast love. Cleanse us of guilt and shame.  
In your abundant compassion, purify us from all sin separating us from you.  
You desire for us deep and inner truth, yet we are well aware of misdeeds.  
We listen to other voices, and our hearts stray into selfishness that doesn’t truly satisfy.   
We speak in ways that betray your grace, so others hear more judgment than joy.  
We seek personal ease or pleasure, to the ruin of community and the abuse of creation.  
We offer you our humble spirit and contrite heart. Teach us again your holy wisdom.  
Put a new and right spirit within us, and restore to us the joy of your salvation.  

 (The prayer continues in silence.) 



  

“Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God”             Saraday             
  Create in me a clean heart, O God; 
  create in me a clean heart, O God; 
  create in me a clean heart, O God, 
       and renew a right spirit within me. 
 

              from the Confession of 1967 
God’s love never changes. God’s reconciling work in Jesus gives us hope when we 
believe in the witness of his life and the promise of his cross and resurrection. The 
Spirit brings forgiveness, moves us to respond in faith, and begins new life in Christ.  

New life takes shape in community when we know God loves and accepts us as we are. 
New life is a gift to be received with gratitude and a task to be pursued with courage.  

In steadfast hope, we strive for a better world, looking beyond all partial achievement  
to the final reign of God. God’s power works within us to accomplish more than all we 
ask or imagine, in Christ Jesus, to all generations. May the peace of Christ be with you! 

  And also with you! 
 

Please stand and take a moment to share Christ’s peace with others, respecting 
personal need for distance and levels of comfort. 

“Take, O Take Me as I Am”                                            Iona                                                   
Take, O take me as I am; 

  summon out what I shall be; 
  set your seal upon my heart and live in me. 

(Please sing twice) 

“Go, My Children, with My Blessing”           Ar Hydy Nos 
       Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.  

Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. 
In my love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. 
Go, my children, with my blessing, you are my own. 

       
Open us to your Spirit among us in this season of Lent, Holy God. As we journey with 
Jesus toward the cross, prepare our minds to listen for your Word. Prepare our hearts 
to receive your grace. Propel our wills to follow Christ in courage and in faith. Amen.  



 

       Isaiah 43:16-21              Old Testament,  P. 672 
   The Word of God for the people of God. 
  Thanks be to God

“Bless the Lord, My Soul”                     Taizé  
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
and bless God’s holy name. 
Bless the Lord, my soul, 
who leads me into life. 
(Please sing three times) 

         Philippians 3:4b-13         New Testament, P. 198 
For the word of God in scripture, for the word of God among us, for the word of God  

  within us, 
  Thanks be to God 

      Faith in God’s New Thing 
“I am about to do a new thing; now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?” (Isaiah 43:19) 

“… to know Christ and the power of his resurrection …” (Philippians 3:10) 

           “I Danced in the Morning”                Lord of the Dance

We give thanks to God and live faith, offering ourselves through worship, work, service, and 
love in all its forms. 

“Wondrous Love”                 Alice Parker 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul, 
to bear the dreadful curse for my soul? 
 
When I was sinking down, sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down, sinking down, 
when I was sinking down beneath God's righteous frown, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul, for my soul, 
Christ laid aside his crown for my soul. 
 



  

To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing, 
to God and to the Lamb, I will sing 
to God and to the Lamb who is the great I AM  
while millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing 
while millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, 
and when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
and through eternity I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
and through eternity I'll sing on. 
 

  “God Whose Giving Knows No Ending”    Beach Spring 
God, whose giving knows no ending, from your rich and endless store, 
nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, costly cross, grave’s shattered door; 
gifted by you, we turn to you, offering up ourselves in praise; 
thankful song shall rise forever, gracious donor of our days.

Amid stirrings of new life from your creative power, God, form us as your people.  
In the gift of each day and present moment, in the gift of time and eternity entwined, 
train us to be grateful, attentive, open to possibilities, and generous in service, as we 
keep pressing toward your goal of heavenly peace for all people and creation. Amen. 

 

    The Lord be with you. 
   And also with you. 
    Let us pray. …  
     Following the cantor, the congregation is invited to sing the Lord’s Prayer. 

Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 
 
Your kingdom come, 
your will be done 
on earth  
as in heaven. 
 
Give us today 
our daily bread; 
forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those 
who sin against us. 

Save us from the time 
of trial, 
and deliver us 
from evil. 
 
For the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory are yours, forever. 
For ever, 
and ever. 
 
Our Father 
in heaven, 
holy is your name. 



 

        “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!”                     Marion 

(Our congregational response is “Alleluia! Amen!”)     

              Improvisation on “Wondrous Love” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Our Worship during Holy Week will begin on Palm Sunday with a gathering in Bronson Park 
shared among other downtown churches. We’ll begin in the Park at 9:45 and then proceed directly 
into our sanctuary for our customary worship at 10:00. If you’d like to join us in the park, please 
come to the Gathering Place for a bulletin and palm frond. We’ll try to have extras available  
in Bronson Park.  
 
Wednesday noon prayer will center on readings in the narrative spirit of the week. 
 
Maundy Thursday Worship will begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., centering on prayer, 
interpretive readings, music, and Holy Communion.  
 
Good Friday Worship will also begin in the sanctuary at 7:00 p.m., including readings and 
musical responses in the style of Tenebrae, concluding with stripping of the sanctuary and 
shrouding the cross. 
 
On Easter morning, we’ll gather at our Pine Island campus for a brief sunrise prayer service, 
beginning at 7:15 a.m.. Our service in the sanctuary at 10:00 a.m., bearing joyful witness to the 
resurrection, will include communion, accented by lilies and our customary festive brass 
accompaniment  
.  

Worship Leaders  
The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer  
The Rev. Kathleen Robertson King 
 

Acolyte 
David Dell 
Reader 
Ginny Dell 
Greeters 
Bob and Nancy Klesert 

Sound  
Sound Team members 
Music 
Adult Choir 
Michael Palmer, Director 
Autumn, Organist 
 



   

This week, the children are invited to stay in Worship, and families are welcome to sit in  
the Prayground area. The nursery will be open for children under age three.  

Session and the Health Ministry Committee have closely followed CDC recommendations 
regarding pandemic restrictions for the past two years. Under recently revised metrics for 
community spread, Kalamazoo County is classified Medium, with guidelines as follows: 

• If you are at high risk for severe illness, consult a healthcare provider about your 
need to wear a mask, and other precautions . 

• Stay up to date with COVID-19 vaccines, and get tested if you have symptoms.  
• People with symptoms, a positive test, or known exposure to someone with COVID-

19 should follow CDC guidelines for self-isolation. 
 

Following these guidelines, Session no longer mandates mask wearing in our building. We 
urge doing so if any of the above considerations are true for you. Anyone is always welcome 
to wear a mask at any time—it remains a leading way to prevent infection. By consensus of 
participants, the choir will continue to wear masks while singing, as will people in the nursery 
and Sunday School. Please respect those whose circumstances may differ from your own.  

Tuesdays, March 1 – April 12  
Noon, meeting in the Library 
  
Pastor Seth Weeldreyer will lead reflection on John Bell’s book, Living with the Psalms.  
Bell writes: “I have developed an affection for poems that Jesus knew and quoted which,  
for reasons of their bleakness, as well as their grandeur, have blessed the most unsuspecting 
of people. … If God is God, and Scripture is deep, we should not expect the intellect to be 
the only conduit to understanding. … I now believe emotion, experience, and imagination 
are also tools by which we can discover a relationship between our lives and Biblical 
texts.”  Along with a six-week outline in the back of the book for sampling the Psalms in 
daily prayer, here’s a schedule for our discussion: 
 
• April 5        Chapters 12 – 14  
• April 12      Chapters 15 – 17 
              
You can find the book at Amazon. Please contact Seth if you have any questions. 



  

… continues! Join us in the Sanctuary for 
worship!  

Meredith will be out of the office until   
Sunday, April 3. There will be no Sunday 
school or Youth Group activities until she  
returns. 

 
 

“If you are committed to comfort, you can’t 
be committed to justice.” 

 
-Rachel Ricketts 

 

The Stichers will meet this Tuesday, April 5  
at 1:00 p.m. in the sewing room. 

This group will meet on Wednesday, April 6 at 
6:30 p.m. Contact Sue Caulfield for more  
details. michsooh@gmail.com 

Is Martha Circle for you? The answer 
could be yes if you are a woman who  
enjoys meeting with other women of the 
church for conversation, fellowship and 
study. 
 
Martha Circle will meet on Wednesday, 
April 13, at 3:00 p.m. in the Gathering 
Place. We have been learning about the 
women who were part of Jesus’ ancestral 
lineage, and the roles they played in  
maintaining the family line.  
 
This month we will learn more about 
“Ruth and Loyal Love”, and what her  
story can teach us about living in our time.  
 
You are invited to join us! 
For more information please contact 
Elaine Johns at emjohns513@aol.com or 
269-808-7109. 

mailto:emjohns513@aol.com


   

One of the great gifts of a community of faith is that we take time and intention to pray  
for one another. This week, we pray for Wendy King and the parish group listed below, that 
they may feel God's presence and power in their lives. Next week, we’ll pray for another 
Deacon and parish group.  

Amy Anderson 
Jeff and Jill Barnum 
Beverly Bloomquist 
Sandy Denzel 
Richard and Ruth DeVries 
John and Lisa Diamond 
Gertrude Early 
Helen Ferrando 
Tomas and Diana Gilmer 
Michael, Allison, and George Hammond 
Marshall Rutz 
Mark Andrew, Amy Beth, Matthew Daniel and Laura Katherine Schreiner 
Jean Scott 
Seth, Suzanne, Ailih, Gabriel, and Nathaniel Weeldreyer 

 
 

Lois Heuchert 
Richard and Jocelyn Hodgman 
John and Carolyn Houdek 
Phil and Julia Kechele 
Leora Knickerbocker 
Mary Manwell 
Robert and Dawn Marciniak 
Anna Lee Miller 
Brian Nederveld and Roland Prevost 
Thomas Owen 
Dean and Mary Panse 
Edith Rasmussen 
Sherman VanSolkema 

Thursdays, beginning March 10, at 9:30 a.m. in Rooms 314/315, and 
Sundays, beginning March 13, after Worship, in Room 300 
 
Salvation is a blessing, but it can be overwhelming to try to figure out. What happened  
on the cross? What does that mean for my life, for the world? Each lesson explores a  
different theology of atonement on the cross. The aim is not to find the one right theology 
and pick apart the others, but to explore different ideas Christians have had over time.  
Each lesson includes scripture verses that support the different understandings of the cross. 
This class will be led by the Rev. Chrissy Westbury. 

We have begun the search to find a new Communications Coordinator. Our current  
Communications Coordinator, Hannah, has started a new jobas a special education teacher’s 
assistant in New Hope, Minnesota . Until we hire someone new, she will continue to  work 
with us. If you are interested in the position, please contact J.A. jal@fpckzoo.org 



 

 
Hearts-to-Hands Card Ministry is back! On Sunday, April 3, we will have cards available 
for you before and after Worship. These cards are a gift to the congregation, intended for 
YOU to send, spreading the love of Christ to others. This month’s focus is on Easter and 
Spring greetings. For members of this small group, making and sharing these cards is part 
of our call to use our creativity in service; the cards are not simply something we are 
“selling:. However, we will gladly accept donations, and all money received this month 
will be passed along to the youth for their West Virginia mission trip.  
 
Other occasion cards - birthday, get well, thank you, thinking of you, etc. - will be  
available. Cards will be laid out on a table in the Gathering Place. With Covid still a  
concern, the cards will be blank inside so there will be  
minimal handling, you can just “grab and go”. 
 
In the past the cards, were available nearly every Sunday;  
for the time being that will no longer be true. The next 
date is planned for Sunday, May 1, and will feature 
Mother’s Day cards.  
 
If you would like to share in the creative energy and the 
fellowship that goes along with making cards, our next 
crafting session will be on Monday, April 11,  from 1— 
3:00 p.m.  All skill levels are welcome. We have plenty 
of supplies to use, and skills, ideas, and techniques to 
share with one another. To be added t the email contact 
list for this group, or if you have questions or  
suggestions, contact Julie Kechele at  
juliekech@gmail.com  

 

The Gathering Grounds is reopening for business! Your  
Deacon coffee baristas will resume serving coffee, tea, juice, 
and donuts after service on Sunday, April 10th. Just grab 
your refreshments and spread out in the Gathering Place to 
socialize. Let's get acquainted with one another again! 

mailto:juliekech@gmail.com


  

 

Today, April 3 
8:30 a.m.       Reading Aloud, Small Conference Room 
9:00 a.m.       Adult Choir Rehearsal,  Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.     Lenten Bible Study, Room 301 
3:00 p.m.       Tom Kasdorf Memorial, Chenery Auditorium 
 
Tuesday, April 5 
7:00 a.m.       Men’s Fellowship, Archives 
12:00 p.m.     Living with the Psalms, Library 
1:00 p.m.       Stitchers, Sewing Room 
 
Wednesday, April 6 
12:00 p.m.      Prayer Service, Sanctuary 
5:00 p.m.        Celebrate the Vision, Outside the Red Doors 
6:30 p.m.        W.O.W., TBD 
 
Thursday, April 7 
9:30 a.m.         Women’s Bible Study, Room 314/315 
5:30 p.m.         Handbell Choir Rehearsal, Room 116 
7:00 p.m.         Adult Choir Rehearsal, Gathering Place 
 
Sunday, April 10 
8:30 a.m.       Reading Aloud, Small Conference Room 
9:00 a.m.       Adult Choir Rehearsal,  Sanctuary 
11:15 a.m.     Lenten Bible Study, Room 301 
4:00 p.m.       4-6th Grade Youth Group, Kalamazoo FPC 
5:00 p.m.       7-12th Grade Youth Group, Kalamazoo FPC 

 
Monday-Thursday: 9:00 a.m. - 3:00 p.m. 

Friday: 9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m. 

 
Photo by Hannah Foreman, taken on the sidewalk  

in front  of the church. 



 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF KALAMAZOO 

321 W. South Street, Kalamazoo, Michigan 49007 
 

www.kzoofirstpres.org                          facebook.com/asanctuaryinthecity 
Telephone: (269) 344-0119              Fax: (269) 344-4645 
. 

The Reverend Dr. Seth Weeldreyer, Pastor, x202                                                             sethw@fpckzoo.org 
The Reverend Chrissy Westbury, Associate Pastor, x203                                           chrissyw@fpckzoo.org  
Meredith Alspach, Director of Youth and Families, x208                                       mereditha@fpckzoo.org 
Louise Taylor, Financial Coordinator, x206                                                            louiset@fpckzoo.org 
Hannah Foreman, Communications Coordinator                                                          hannahf@fpckzoo.org  
J.A. Lewellen, Operations Coordinator, x205                                                                        jal@fpckzoo.org 
Michael Palmer, Interim Director of Music                   michaelp@fpckzoo.org 
Autumn, Organist                           autumn@fpckzoo.org 
Shawn Smith, Building Superintendent, x213                                                               shawns@fpckzoo.org 
Custodians                                           Randy Randt 
                               Logan McCafferty 
Library                                                                                                                             library@fpckzoo.org 
South Lobby Receptionists, x221                     Bruce Birkel, Bob Brush 

Sandy Sinotte, Deb Weurding      
The Reverend Dr. Liz Hakken Candido, Parish Associate        elizabeth.candido@kzoo.edu 
The Reverend Amber Nettleton, Parish Associate          amber.nettleton@gmail.com 
The Reverend Kathleen Robertson King, Parish Associate and United Campus Ministry Pastor   
                                               ucmkrking@yahoo.com 

Grounded in living faith, receiving diversity as a gift, we seek to reflect  
Christ’s light in God’s world. Continually discerning God’s vision of grace and peace,  

we share inspirational worship, spiritual nurture, compassionate service  
to others, and the pursuit of justice—all to the glory of God. 

UPCOMING WORSHIP— 10:00 a.m. 

April 10 
Palm Sunday 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
Luke 19:28-40; Philippians 2:1-11 

 
April 14 

Maundy Thursday 
John 13:1-17; John 13:33b-35 

7:00 p.m. Service 

April 15 
Good Friday 

Psalm 22; Luke 22:39-23:56 
7:00 p.m. Service 

 
April 17 
Easter 

The Rev. Dr. Seth Weeldreyer 
John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43 


